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1. A SERVANT

Two young men went to a town and worked there. They did not
have wives, and a servant did the work in their house.

The young men liked laughing a lot. They hung the servant’s

shoes up to the ceiling' on Monday, and then they laughed. Because

the servant had to do the work without shoes and he suddenly fell
down. The servant was not angry, but smiled.
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Then, the young men put brushes’ in his bed on Tuesday. The
servant got into bed and hit’ the brushes with his feet. He was
afraid. The young men laughed loudly again. Again the servant was

not angry, but smiled.

Then on Wednesday the young men said to their servant,

”

“You're a nice, kind man. We're not going to be nasty* to you
again.

The servant smiled and said, “Thank you. And I'm not going



to put any more mud’® from the street in your coffee.”
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Answer the following questions:
1. What did the two young men do with the servant’s shoes? What
happened to him?
e .
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. What did they put in the servant’s bed 7

. How did the servant react to these nasty tricks?

. Did the two young men ever have any coffee with mud?
. Wheo do you think suffered more from these tricks?

. What lesson can we learn from the story?



2. IN THE DIRECTORY

Last week, professor Egghead drove into' a car at the
crossroads’. He did not damage his own car very much, but he did
a lot of damage to’ the other one.

“I am very sorry, "said the professor. “It was my fault*. Find
out’ the cost of your repairs and then ring me up®. I'll pay.” Then

he began to drive away.

“But what’s your telephone number?” asked the driver of the
other car.

“It’s in the directory,” the professor called back.

“But what’s your name?” shouted the other man.

“That’s in the directory, too.”
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. Answers the following questions:

. To what extent were the two cars damaged?

. How did the professor feel about the other badly-damaged car?
. Did he intend to make up for the loss of the other owner?

. Why did he make known his name and telephone number in that way?
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5. Did his deed match his word?

6. What might be the result of the collision?

B. Fill in the blanks with the following words or expressions and
change the form if necessary:

drive into do a lot of damage to find out drive away

ring up

1. The driver intended to ____ after he had knocked down a boy on the
road, but he failed.

2. Last night a heavy rainstomn the crops of the village, leaving many
fields ruined.
3. Be sure to ____ your aunt as soon as you arrive in Beijing, and he will

pick you up at the airport.

4. Because of a thick fog this moming, a number of cars ___ each other
on the busy main road.

5. The police tried to ____ the criminals of the cold case after a long

time’s legwork.



3. NEW DISCOVERY

A hillbilly' was visiting the big city for the first time”. Entering
an office building, he saw a pudgy’ old woman step into* a small
room. The doors closed, lights flashed, and after a while, the door
slid open and a beautiful young model stepped off® the elevator-.

Blinking in amazement, the hillbilly drawled®, “I should have
brought’ my wife!”
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. Answers the following questions:

. Was it the first time for the countryman to see the elevator?

. What made him amazed?

. What did he regret?

. Did the elevator really have such a magic power as he thought?
. What do the following words in the story mean?

. hillbilly 2. pudgy 3. amazement 4. slide



