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Sad Stone Faces

THE STATUES OF EASTER ISLAND

———— PACIFIC OCEAN

*
- -

- ya
NEW ZEALAND
£ -

On Easter Sunday, 1722, the Dutch Admiral Jacob
Roggeveen discovered an island. This is appropriately
called Easter Island, a small dot on the maf) in the
middle of the Pacific Ocean, 2,000 miles from the coast
of northern Chile. |
Today on this island (11 miles by 15 miles) sheep
peacefully eat the grass. But long ago the people who
lived here were obviously not just sheep farmers. For it
1s here that huge and mysterious stone statues stand.
With their long faces looking sadly into the sky, we can
only wonder why they were made and who carved
them. -
There is little evidence to tell modern archaeologists
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anything. The only remains that have been found are
the primitive tools that some ancient people used to
shape these mighty rocks. ~ But for what purpose, no one
is exactly sure. Some believe that the statues were made
by a decadent Polynesian race who simply faded away.
Legend has it that there was a great battle between long-
eared and short-eared men and that it is this that led to
the collapse of the society.

Other experts simply believe that these stone statues
are the faces of ancestors and were used in ceremonies to
worship the gods. According to Roggeveen’s notes, the
people at the time he arrived still practiced strange reli-

2 The Great Unknown



gious rituals among the
statues, although in 1863 the
islanders became Catholic
and these ceremonies quick-
ly came to a halt.

But perhaps the most
fascinating idea is that
Easter Island was once part
of a large continent that
sank below the sea. The
frightened people, watching
their island disappear, carved
these giant statues in images
of themselves—sad and starv-
ing—looking helplessly up-
wards, possibly to appeal to
their gods to save them.

Of course, the imagina-
tion has no barriers. Here Did these sad eves search the heavens for a god
are these immense men, 6 who never came? The mystery remains.
metres high, made of volcanic rock, many with large red-
rock hats on. They are silent. Silent, that is, except for
the mysterious writing scratched on their backs. A
piece of writing that nobody can read. Strange signs and
symbols. A language that holds all the answers. 2

Are these the faces of a lost civilisation? Did their
kingdom sink below the waves?

Sad Stone Faces 3
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EXERCISES

Choose the correct answers

On the island there are:
a. no animals at all.

b. some sheep.

¢. only giant lizards.

The stone statues are:

a. looking upwards into the sky.
b. lying face down on the ground.
¢.  without eyes.

When the Dutch Admiral came to the island:

a. there was no one on it.

b. he sailed away without landing.

c he saw religious ceremonies among the statues.

- After 1863 the islanders were:

a. Buddhists.
b. Catholics.
¢. Muslims.

On the back of the statues is:
a. a coloured spot.

b. drawings of animals.

¢. a mysterious language.

True or false

1. The island was discovered on Christmas Day. ( f)

2. Primitive tools have been found. (T) '

3. Legend has it that there was a battle between long-nosed and
short-nosed men. i(T)

Many of the statues have hats on. ( ) - l

5. The statues are made of volcanic rock. ( ’()
/

&~
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The Cosmic Circle

WAITING FOR THE SUN AT STONEHENGE

As the first rays of sunlight g
appear over the distant :
horizon, a crowd of white-
robed and hooded men and
women shout their praise:
“Arise, O Sun! Let the
darkness of night fade before
thy glorious light!”

These are today’s modern
Druids—a small religious

group who stand on Mid- i

summer Day every year £
within the great circle of stones on Salisbury Plain in
England and await the rising sun. They believe these
stones are their temple—a place where their ancestors
worshipped and where they sat and studied the stars in
the heavens above.

This, of course, is Stonehenge, the most famous circle
of stones in Britain—a circle that has stood this way for
thousands of years. It was built between 1800 and 1400
B.C. But by whom? No one knows. These stones are
a complete mystery.  Certainly they were not pui
there by the Druids because the Celtic people settled in

The Cosmic Circle 5
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Modern Druids continue to celebrate an annual ritual.

P Stonehenge

Britain much later. We know this because Julius Caesar

~wrote about them—how they studied the stars, measured

the Earth and performed human sacrifices. But it is

.only a romantic and dramatic imagination\that believes

these same Druids were the builders of Stonehenge.

Originally it was thought that Stonehenge was a primi-
tive temple, a meeting place or a market for Stone-Age
people. But in 1960 the American astronomer Gerald
Hawkins added a new dimension to its purpose. By
studying the relationship between the sun, moon, stars
and the various stones, he found that this circle is like
a huge Stone-Age observatory, precisely positioned to
watch the stars, measure the length of the day and map
the planets. Even today, on Midsummer Day, when the
Druids watch the sun come over the horizon, the light
hits a ‘Heel Stone’ that was especially placed there to
calculate the Earth’s movements.

Were these primitive Stone-Age people much more

6 The Great Unknown



intelligent than we think? Certainly it would seem so.
The transport of these giant stones (some weighing 50
tons) alone is an amazing task. Many of the largest
stones were brought from hundreds of miles away.
They were pulled across the land (there was no wheel at
that time) by thousands of men; they were tied to boats
and floated across the sea and guided down rivers; and
they were put in place with only the most primitive of
tools. The stones’ journey was obviously a work of
dedication. _

Geoffrey de Monmouth in 1136 actually wrote that
the stones had béen moved by magic. He said King

s

Arthur’s magician, Merlin, had magically brought them -

from Ireland. But if this is hard to believe, at least one
must marvel at the powers of Stone-Age man. How did
he get his skills? Why did he work for hundreds of
years to make a circle of stones? How was he able to
build such a perfect observatory for the stars? Why do

The Cosmic Circle 7



all the stone circles in Europe have the same unit of
measurement (the megalithic yard of 2.72 ft.)?
One thing is certain: Stonehenge was, and is, some-
thiﬁg special. It is ‘special’ because archaeologists can
s find nothing—no evidence of the people who built it.
Nothing was dropped at this place. There is no litter.
And as Professor Atkinson, an expert on Stonehenge, .
says:\“’l‘he people who built this circle treated it like a
church—and you don’t drop litter in a church.”

An aerial view of Stonehenge

8 The Great Unknown



EXERCISES

Choose the correct answers

On midsummer’s day the modern druids are dressed in:
a. black cloaks.

b. white robes.

¢. jeans and T-shirts.

The Druids believe Stonehenge is:
a. their temple.

b. a burial ground.

¢. a castle.

Stonehenge is like:
a. a funfair.
b. a prison.
¢. an observatory.

Many of the largest stones:

a. were found near Stonchenge.

b. were brought from hundreds of miles away.
¢. came from the Alps.

Archaeologists have found:

a. plenty of evidence about the peopic who built Stonehenge.
b. no evidence of the peoplc who built it.

¢. that the Druids actually built it

True or false

1. The Druids lived in Britain before 1800 B.C. ()

2. Caesar wrote about the Druids. ¢ )

3. When the sun comes over the horizon on midsummer’s day
it hits the ileel Stone. ()

4. The wheel was used to carry the big stones. ()

5. There are other stone crcles in Europe. ()
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