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A Before Reading

1 Read the back cover words (3} J&E 3L ¢ ) of the book. Then use
your own imagination and write down what will happen next

in your mind.
2 Do you feel uneasy if you are different from your peers (for

example, your friends, classmates, etc.) in some way? Tell your

own personal experience to the class.

My Notes:







1

A New Classmate

At the beginning of this term there was a new boy in Mandy’s
class at school. Mandy’s teacher, Mrs. Fortune, said he was called
William. She told the class that the new boy liked to be called
‘Will’. He was twelve years old like Mandy and the other chil-
dren in Mrs. Fortune’s class. But he was very short and thin. He
was much smaller than Mandy. He had long hair. His clothes
were much too big for him. They were stained with oil and dust.
When the boys and gitls in the class talked to him he did not
reply. And he wore glasses. He was the only child in Mandy’s
class to wear glasses. They made the new boy look like a little
mouse — a very thin little mouse in very big clothes.

Mrs. Fortune told the class that they must be kind to this
new boy. Will had only come out of hospital a few days before, at
Christmas time. He had been very ill. Jason Billington called
him ‘Ill Will’ and everybody laughed. Jason Billington was
always making stupid jokes.

Mrs. Fortune told the children to stop laughing. She looked
very angry. She told Jason that calling the new boy ‘Il Will’ was
very unkind.

Mrs. Fortune spoke very loudly and firmly. She put on her
most serious face. Mrs. Fortune looked fed up with Jason
Billington. She nearly always was. She tried not to be. Mandy
once heard her tell Mr. Lambshire, the headmaster, that Jason

" was a very unhappy child. His father lived in another town.
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Mrs. Fortune introducing the new boy, Will, to the class
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