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Preface

The <‘New Century China Interior Design Summit Forum> was held in April 2001 in Shanghai.
Meanwhile, the <2000 Solutia China Young Interior Designer Work Contest, the Award Ceremony of China
Student Design Contest’ was also held. Regretfully, | did not attend both due to sickness. However, through
conversation with some participants in the Forum and reading some materials, | find that the Forum is a great
success and has received high praise, which can be concluded into three characteristics:

1. High level and new modality

All the keynoters are the most professional, suitable experts we can invite to the Forum, and the
participants are invited through organization committee s selection. As far the modality, it is the first forum
that is held in interior design academia. Several masters were asked to be the keynoters, and young
designers be the assistant keynoters. Their brilliant speeches expatiate the mast advanced theories, point of
views, and trends. The success of the forum not only opens windows to better view the world outside, but also
helps designers grasp the changeful academic trends to absorb advanced theories, thoughts, and
development.

2. Content of the forum

Content of the forum correctly meet interior designers: needs. Some pioneers in the industry are at the
turning point from imitation to creation. They begin to discard imitating overseas designer and to find the way
of creation that keeps up with international trends and boasts Chinese characteristics. What is different from
the past is that they no longer just chase after overseas designs but are interested in theories, thoughts, and
development, which are the source and foundation of the designers> work. This time, the content of forum
presenters: speeches appropriately meet the requirements, which also provide fresher and larger thinking
space.

3. Organization of the forum

The overall organization work is full of novelty. Organizers paid high attention to selecting presenters and
content of speeches, asked for script or outline of their speeches to every participant a brief idea of the forum,
and edited the distribution material after the forum. The purpose of this special is to help all participants
review theories, thoughts, and development mentioned in the forum. This kind of service is lacked in previous
academic activities.

Anather strongpoint of the organization work is hiring professional conference service company to help with
lots of sundry duties, and therefore, organizers can focus on the important work of the forum.

Everytime when keynoters and assistant keynoters gave speeches on the stage, audience could join the
dialogues at any moment, which made a very interactive occasion in an impassioned atmosphere. Moreover,
other activities held during the forum period, such as the awarding ceremony, visit, evening salon and night
tour on Huang Pu River were exceptionally vivid and dramatic.

It has been several months since the forum was closed, but information from the forum may still hovers in
your mind. We heartily hope that this booklet can offer some humble help in your invention and design.

ZENG Jian
Honorary Chairman, Institute of Interior Design
Of Architectural Society of China
November, 2001
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Introduction
— A Story of Two and A Half

It has been half a year since 2001 New Century China Interior Design Summit Forum was closed. During this
period, | have continuously received calls from designers throughout the country, commending the Forum and
inquiring about the special’ s issue date. Moreover, Mr. Zeng Jian also encourages me to publish the edition in
time during his recuperation. With so much support and care around us, we are elated by high recognition from
the industry, but at the same time, are worried about the delay of issue date due to insufficient staff.

The title  *A Story of Two and A Half’ may cause some confusing. However, it reflects the actual situation of
the forum organization committee at that time, that is, all the plans and organization were finished by two and a
half staff (Ms. Xu Jie, who temporarily transferred to the committee, and worked half day with us, Mr. Yu Wei-jin,
and I) within two month, which even surprised ourselves,

When we look back to the preparation process, the numerous sleepless nights, and those exciting moments,
alt sorts of feelings well up in our minds. Mr. Zeng Jian and | were the planers of the forum. Initially, | was
inspired by the *Fortune Forum’ , which greatly promoted the development of those countries’ economy, and
wondered why China could not hold its own ‘Interior Design Summit Forum’ . The purpose of the Forum is to
enhance level of Chinese interior design through discussion on industry trend among designers from home and
abroad. Keeping these thoughts in mind, | visited.

Mr. Zeng Jian, the very senior in the trade, and got high approval from him, ‘| have been thinking of holding
such forum for a long time, and will offer support heart and soul if you can success in running the forum, since it
will largely benefit the overall China interior design industry.”  From then on, Mr. Zeng advised us on various
items of the forum but was unfortunately down with an iliness due to overwork. Nevertheless, he still paid due
attention to our preparation and let Mrs. Zeng send his words, ‘If the operation successes this time, | will be
sure to write the preface for your forum special by myself.”  Encouraged and supported by Mr. Zeng, we began
our story of two and a half resolutely. During the period followed, we experienced sorts of tribulation: One of our
original keynoters, Mr. Michael Bedner, President of Hirsch Bedner Associates (HBA) had difficulty in confirming
his schedule even one week before the forum; Another main presenter, Mr. Antonio Ochoa, informed us just four
days before the inauguration, since he had to stay in Beijing for some important business; Keynoter, Mr. Michael
Considine, VP of RTKL Associates (RTKL) did not arrive at the airport as arranged, for he had not got VISA to
China yet; Some 200 professional visitors came to the forum, which was largely beyond the number we expected
(120 visitors were expected as we set a very strict admirable qualification).We were caught unawares by all these
unforeseen situation. However, finally all the problems were successfully solved probably because God was
touched by our determination. To our great happiness, Mr. Zeng recovered several months after the Forum, and
willingly writed the preface for the special as promised.

The forum has received highly praised in the interior design industry both at home and abroad, and was
recognized as a pioneering work. We heartily appreciate all the praise but do not deserve such honor, since the
honor belongs to all of you. Nothing could be accomplished without your help. Please allow us to present this
special to our friend in various circles who care about, support, and participate in  ‘New Century China Interior
Design Summit Forum’ , hoping that more friends will join us to make the forum a regular international
academical exchange, and we will no longer have the story of two and a half. Finally, we sincerely wish China
interior design an even brighter tomorrow.

DING Qi
Secretary General,Organization Committee
Of China Interior Design Summit Forum
New Year’ s Eve, 2002
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