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ABSTRACT

This comparative literature textbook is compiled for the undergraduate stu-
dents, but it is of some reference value for the graduate students. The whole book
consists of the four parts; Introduction,Part 1 ,Part I ,and Part IIT.

The Introduction introduces nature, tradition and basic principles of the com-
parative literature, which absorbs the present studies at home and abroad but
meanwhile puts forward its own view. For example, it gives comparative literature
a definition which is general but indeed epitomizes the present development of
comparative literature. It also sets forth its own views about the current develop-
ing trend of comparative literature (such as the relationships between eomparative
literature and comparative culture).

Part 1 and Part [[ are an integrity. Early comparative literature is only li-
mited to the comparative studies within literature. Over the recent years, the in-
terdisciplinary studies more and more show its vitality. Therefore, contemporary
comparative literature consists of two parts: comparative studies within literature
and the interdisciplinary literature studies. Part I and Part II discuss the two
sides respectively. The more important subjects arousing people’s focus are limited
into a concrete section and given special discussion.

Part [[[ is characteristic. Since the 20th century, various culture theories and
literature theories are emerging one after another, which impact literature studies
more or less as well as influence comparative literature. In such a theoretical tide,
how we should face reality, volunteeily meet challenge, seek the developing direc-
tion of comparative literature, scientifically and totally establish the thecretical
system of comparative literature is an important subject we are facing at presemt.
The book makes an attempt to put forward a probable opinion, mainly manifests
the intersection between them and comparative literature studies concerning the
relationships between the seven important culture theories ( postmodernism, cul-
tural anthropology, hermaneutics. , reception theory, semiotics, feminism and cul-
tural relativism)and comparative literature. Although this part also deals with the
problems across subjects, it does not discuss the relationship between literature and

other subjects but probes the value and roles of those subjects on comparative
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studies, thus this part also plays a deepgoing role on other parts concerned.

In one word, this book aims to totally and systematically introduce the sub-
ject of comparative literature, present the update achievements of subject, and
probe some theoretical problems and realistic problems of comparative literature.
So this book is both a textbools and an academic work. The prestigious professors
Ji Xianlin from Peking University and Jia Zhifang from Fudan University wrote
prefaces for this book. We express our gratitude to them for this here.
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