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PREFACE

“YIJING” (The Book of Changes) has been handed down for thousands of years. It has exerted a
tremendous impact on every aspect of Chinese culture and is called the most remarkable scripture in China.
Even now, the accuracy of “YIJING™ has been tested by the most advanced science and technology and the
most popular thoughts. Needless to argue, it really reflects the universal laws of changes.

“YIJING” includes “YI” (changes) and “JING” (books), or rather, the inner structure and external
appearance. “YI” is a perfect way to reflect the circulating and changing universe. This is the space and hu-
man society gigong masters and awaken monks can see clearly. “JING” is an external form of expression, it
sums up the general characters -of nature, the world of men and society which those have the same way of
changing. Owing to this, “JING” can be explained in various things. That is why “YIJING” has been constant-
ly explained for thousands of years and will have many new explanations in future. On reading Mr. Baosheng
Xie's “The Mystery of YIJING Has Been Solved”, | feel that the author is quite above the average. He stated
that the first section of YIJING is the history in which the Zhou Dynasty conquered the Yin Dynasty, The sec-
ond section is the autobiography of a minister who assisted a king by the name of Wen Wang in the state of
Zhou. Another book written by a remarkable writer Mr. Yunlu Ke, “The New Century” has completely unrav-
elled” The Book of changes”.

Now, in this book we try to express our thinking about the truth behind the JING from the architectural
point of view. We know, the best way to express our thinking is drawing, painting and én architecture itself.

Such a book like this is the first and the only one in China, even compared with those published in west-
ern developed countries, it’ s still relatively advanced. From the point of architecture, the drawings in the
book represent a hundred, thousand or even ten thousand years lead of the present concept and technology.




Excellent forms can be got most of times by chance, but not by desire. We firmly believe that smart
designers, artists, and young friends of good judgement can find creative ideas, spirit and inspiration in this
book. Our next book “The Chinese Architectural Imagination in the 21st Century” is in progress. We are go-
ing to implement our previous study and design some new architectures which can be realized by technology
and materials in the 21st century.

Someone may ask why you draw the architectural patternings that can only be possibly realized hun-
dreds or thousands of years later? In fact, there are many creative works of imagination, i. . “Shan Hai
Jing”, “Canonization of Gods”, “The Book of Songs” and Chinese classics such as: “Pilgrimage to the West”,
“The Dream of the Red Chambers”, each being a master piece of imagination. Since this century, western
science fiction, exploration and imagination artistic works, design and research of future products have come
one after another, even one’s eyes cannot take it all in. It’s an instinct to yearn for future and regress to
nature. This is what is called the thinking freely about future in the flourishing age. | am deeply convinced
that the field of Chinese architectural imagination will be soon prosperous.

The starlit sky is quiet, the change is always happening and a wonderful scene comes in a trance***

Kitaro”s music is wafting from far away, “JING GANG JING” and “BAN RUO XIN JING” are being read
silently. A million— year old vocano is forest now. The sea waves are rolling along in succession. | feel the
earth rotates in the space, It flies towards the light of the universal center.

WanLi Chen
1994.7
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