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AN ADDRESS Y VICEF PREMIFR 70U
JIAHUA AT THE 6TH INTERNATIONAL
SYMPOSIUM ON SALINE LAKES

Ladies and Gentlemen

On behalf of the State Counecil of the People’s Republic of China nad the Chinese peo-
ple, I would like to extend our warm welcome to the saline lake scientists from various
countries of the véo:,‘ld who have come to Beijing to attend this triennial meeting—— the
6th International Symposium pn Saline Lakes,

China is a country with plenty of saline lakes, where arid and semiarid areas cover half
of the countrf's territory ,and more than half of the lakes are of saline and salt water type,
such kind of lakes are seen in 13 provinces and autonomous regions with over 200 million
people inhabiting there. At the same time, China has a 18, 000 km-long coastline, and
there are developed a large number of man-made salt-lakes and fields. Thus the Chinese
Government has paid more and more attention to the study of saline lakes.

It is known that China has a long history of saline lake investigation and development.
After the founding of the People’s Republic in 1949, the study on saline lakes China.has
entered a new stage. As early as in 1951, Vice Premier Li Fuchun pointed out at a working
meeting of the State Council that great importance should be attached to the investigations
on the country’s saline lakes and they have been listed as key projects in the National Sci-
entific Programme. The 40 year-long investigations and studies have discovered a number
of salt dep&sits, such as Qarhan continental potash salt deposit, Jartai halite deposit and
Zabuye lithium-potassium-cesium deposit, and considerable progress has been made in the
development of saltfields in the country’s coastal areas. In the last decade, the results of
study on the relation of saline lake with globle changes and living resources made by the
Chinese scientists have drawn the attention of their colleages in other parts of the world .

For saline lakes they are not only a kind of mineral resources, but also a important bi-
ology resources and resources for tourism. The research and develobment of haloalgae,
Artemia and Spirulina and the discovery of visual purple membrane mechanism have
opened a new domain for the research and utilization of brine and saline swamps after the
traditional aquatic culture and agriculture in fresh water or sea and on cultivated land.
Since salt lakes are widely distributed on the earth’s surface, the newly-developed saline
lakes associated agriculture is in the ascendant. To turn salt lake-covered land into farm-
land is very favourable to the environment of the area and also an important supplement to

the problems faced by traditional agriculture, food industry and population expansion in
4




the world. So more attention should be paid to this new area of the salt lake studies.

The life of residents in salt lake area is closely bound up with the ecological environ-
ment there. Considering the interests of coming generations, we should devote more energy
to the rational multipurpose utilization of these resources and the enhancement of the pro-
tection and management of ecolgical environment, while de veloping the saline lake re-
sources in the country’s arid and semi-arid areas. The departments concerned in China
should start the proceduer to put saline lake resources and their environmental protection
under the supervision of the National laws and regulations.

I believe that this symposium will promote the exchanges of saline lake scientists and
specialists in China with their foreign counterparts, and push forward the research and de-
velopment of saline lakes, as well as their environmental protection in China and the
world. Now, on this occation 1 would like to express my good wishes for a great success of
the meeting, and wish everyone here good health.

Thank you all.

Zou Jiahua
7, 15, 1994
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Fig. 6 Some sedimentary profiles of saline lakes on Qinghai-Tibet plateau
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