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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

The development of contemporary world architecture presents pluralistic seeking pros-
pects. Architects pay more attention to the subjects of sustainability, green architecture,
environment, energy saving, regionalism and creation of historical and cultural connota-
tions than pursuing architectural style and form. At the same time, the progress of technol-
ogy and materials will have a great impact on the development of future architecture pro-
foundly.

The compilation and publication of World Architecture Masterpieces Series is based on the
transition of viewpoint of China understanding the world in the general background, which
is from brief introduction of world architecture to hitting out actively with unique Chinese
point of view. Through which Chinese architecture may gradually join the performance on
world architectural stage.

The name of World Architecture Masterpieces Series is to hope the selection of this series
is an open system with more flexibility, which grows up with the development of Chinese
architecture. The basic principles of subject selection are their typicalness, representative-
ness, technicality, sociality, creativity and enlightening. The series not only focus on archi-
tectural works, but also on architectural thinking, background, design process and even
technical details which bring the architectural dream to reality. The series try to catch the
new trends, thinking, exploration and practice of world architecture and present to the
readers with detailed first hand materials objectively. Most of them are introduced and
studied systematically in China for the first time, which will expand our architectural vision
and fill in the gaps in the fields of Chinese architectural research.

The publication of this series depends on the rich materials, authors and researchers
around World Architecture Magazine with its above 20-year history edited by Tsinghua
University. They focus on the present world architecture development by hitting out actively
and catching the fresh and alive first hand materials. We wish to share the high quality
series with the readers and really hope to seek the broad creative ways of Chinese archi-
tecture together with everyone through this series.

World Architecture Magazine
October, 2000
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FOREWORD

—— Nothing and Others
ZhangLi YaoHong

Those who have read King Yong's Chinese knight stories should be familiar with this:
the highest state of Chinese martial art is the total denial of all forms of maneuvers. Yet this
total denial is based on a thorough understanding of all the known maneuvers, which will
eventually break all bounds and lead to the freedom of creation.

Then what is this sort of denial in architectue? What should the highest state of
architectue be? Is it what we see everyday around us those mannered works showing all
sorts of so-called creative fashions? Certainly not. Our cities today are full of meretricious
visions, which, although some savage clients did give contribution to, architects should
take the main responsibility of.

This book introduces the works of the German design firm HPP. They show a different
perspective to us in our noisy age. In Chinese martial art, the most important thing is the
integration of man and his equipment. In architecture, the most important thing should be
the integration of man and his space, the extraction of all the potiential energy Iying be-
tween man and his space. At this aspect, HPP has almost reached the state of denial we
just mentioned, because what their designers are doing is a very simple yet clear represen-
tation of the basic goal of architecture. Is this the highest state of architecture? Readers will
find their own conclusions.

Founded in 1953, HPP has become one of the most important design firms in Ger-
many. Its over 50 years of practice shows strong relationship with Modernism. HPP em-
bodies several basic doctrines of Modernism, including the rational arrangement of func-
tion, the clarity of structure, and the simplicity of form. At the same time, HPP also pays
much attention to the urban properties of architecture. At each individual project, ali consid-
erations are related to the context, in order to make the planned building fit into the urban
structure. As HPP architects stated, each building represents one element within a greater
whole. From this aspect, the meaning of architecture is expanded, the function of buildings
is enhanced. With this context sensitiveness, truely creative designs can be done, and the
ultimate responsibility of architecture can be implemented. The paper HPP and the Rational
Tradition of Modern German Architecture included in the book gives further discussion about
this.

This book also includes several translated articles. HPP— the Realization of an Idea by
Gerhard Feldmeyer is a paper from the HPP's current leaders, which gives introductions
on HPP's history and its contemporary practice. Helmut Hentrich and the HPP Partnership by
Tilmann Buddensieg introduces the founder of HPP, Helmut Hentrich and his academic



opinions. Readers will find this paper helpful to the understanding of some of the HPP's
basic ideas. Weight and Transparency by famous architect Stephen Braunfels is a critical
essay on HPP's oeuvre. Based on the contradiction between weight and transparency, the
author analyses the characters of HPP's works, among which are the distinguished use of
materials, the dedicated treatment of construction details, etc. As the author points out, all
among its work, HPP has shown a "style" that is simple and modest, and therefore free
from any fashion.

This book includes a collection of 36 HPP works from 1989 to 1999. It should be stated
first that each of these works is a result of careful consideration, a piece of creation to fuifil
the urban, functional, structural and environmental requirements. They all represent the
basic goal of HPP. In order to help the reading of these works, we have classified them into
6 categories: 1. Commericial developments that contributes to urban renovations, e.g.,
Olivandenhof, Office Building on Barbarossaplatz, Mixed-use Building at Askanischer Platz.
2. Development and renovations of historic places, e.g., Spree Island Development, Main
Station at Leipzig, Gymnasium at Ursulinenschule, Rheinterrassen, Yednize Factory Build-
ing, Chinese National Theatre. 3. Contemporary office spaces that provide flexible working
environment, e.g., Stadtsparkasse Kéln Headquarters, Crédit Suisse at Messeturm, Telekom
Office Building. 4. Expressions of contemporary building technology, e.g., Bayer Adminis-
tration and Research Center, Neven Du Mont Publishing House, HUK Coburg Insurance
Headquarters. 5. Social Facilities, e.g., Federal Correctional Facility, Beethovenpark Hous-
ing, Housing for the Elderly at Wesel. 6. Experiment on combination of basic building ele-
ments, e.g., Thyssenhaus, House on Prahlstrasse.

It is hard to try to summarize a style from these works, if not impossible. Different
approaches have been adopted on different projects, to fulfil different needs. Each project
is a distinguished solution to its own problems. With a reading of these works, we might be
able to understand HPP's denial of fashions. The honesty, modesty and simplicity of their
approaches is very valuable to our contemporary Chinese architects. If there is anything
we can learn from HPP's practice, this might be it.

2001, at Tsinghua University
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