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Yue Fen Pai and Cigarette Card

Yue Fen Pai, namely New Year
Picture with calendar, was first made
in Shanghai. In the beginning these
pictures were presented free to the
customers as advertisement.

The emergence of Yue Fen Pai was
attributed to the injection of foreign
capital, the development of national
industry and commerce, and. keen
competition in the domestic market.
With  the import of  foreign
commodities, the pictures portraying
foreign girls and still life were
incidentally introduced into China as
early as the end of the nineteenth
century. However, as the content of
the pictures was not familiar to the
masses, they did not achieve good
results as expected. At last, the
merchants used the traditional
technique of Chinese painting for
reference, and adopted the artistic
form of New Year Picture, which was
greatly received by the masses, to
gradually popularize Yue Fen Pai.
Despite the slight difference in the
technique of painting, Yure Fen Pai
still catered to townspeope. Actually,
the pictures were ultimately used to
advertise all kinds of goods as it
should be.

Yue Fen Pai always portrayed refined
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modern beauties. Graceful lines of the
figures and soft coloration made the
picture come into vogue. On the other
hand, the picture also drew its
material from historical stories, legend,
landscape and flower-and-bird.

Men truly expert in Yue Fen Pai
mcluded Zhou Mugiao, Zhen Mantuo,
then Xu Yongqing, Zhou Tong, Xie
Zhiguang and Hang Shiyin, who all
made great coutribution to the
development of Yue Fen Pai. However,
the artistic styles of  these
aforementioned painters changed a lot
along with the fast expansion of the
market, which, in other words,
provided the fresh impetus to the
development of Yue Fen Pai to some
extent.

Yue Fen Pai had another new form of
expression later on. These new pictures
were called New Spring Festival
Picture. Although some still related to
the goods, others became pure artistic
pieces. Jin Meisheng, Jin Xuecheng
and Li Mubai were the renowned Yue
Fen Pai painters of that period.
Cigarette card, a kind of cigarette
advertisement, was a small card placed
in the cigarette case for the purpose of
promoting the sale of cigarette. The
card had been introduced into our
country from the western countries by
end of last century. Substantial
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content, elegant printing and splendid
color were the noticeable
characteristics of cigarette cards.

The first set of color cigarette cards in
the world was made by Wales in 1895.
The set of cigarette cards, called World
Army or Infantryman & Cavalryman
was composed of 100 cards. Shanghai
Guoren Tobacco Company published
the first one in China, namely, a set of
Chinese Ladies of Late Qing. cigarette
card was in a period of great
prosperity in the 1930s. Almost all
cigarette manufacturers, even other
industries, presented the cards so as to
have more customers. According to
incomplete figures, there were more
than 4000 kinds of cigarette cards
during this period. Surprisingly, some
cards were made by renowned painters.
Modern beauty or legend was always
the protagonist of cigarette card.
Meanwhile, it also drew its material
form wérld war and historical story.
Therefore cigarette card was
sometimes acclaimed - as
miroencyclopaedia based on its
substantial contents. From the cultural
point of view, cigarette card was not
only a kind of advertisement but part
of most Chinese’s daily life.
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A glimpse of the city
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2. % EREAHE (F)
Good fortune (Qing)

3. Rl RE=HEARA]
Sun Zhongshan
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5. MEAHE
Beauties
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7. MR EEMRGE] EFR
Visiling a garden (Zhou Mugiao)

8. Bk | =%
Yu Ji (Ding Yunxian)




