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Zhouzhuang, an
Ancient Town

Zhouzhuang Town, once called Zhenfengli,
is located in Kunshan City, 30 km to the south-
east of Suzhou in Jiangsu Province covering an
area of 0.4 sq. km. Apart from Kunshan, it is
also closely linked with Qingpu, Wujiang and
Wauxian County.

The above four places were called Yaocheng
in ancient times and were the fief in the Spring
and Autumn Period (770-476 B. C.}. In 1086,
Zhou Digong, a noted Buddhist, contributed 13
- hectares of land to the Quanfu Temple (Full For-
tune), which later took the name of Zhouzhuang
Town as a memorial to Zhou.

Zhouzhuang is well known for its beautiful
environment and simple architecture. Although
more than 900 years have past, its architectural
style is still well preserved. More than 60 percent
of the residential houses were built during the
Ming (1368-1644) and Qing (1644-1911) dynas-
ties, consisting of nearly 100 classic courtyards
and 60 carved brick archways.

Like a lotus on the water, the town is sur-
rounded and bisected by rivers including Nanbe-
ichi, Houxiang, Youcheyang and Zhongshi.
There are many bridges as well, including Fu’
an, Zhenfeng, Fuhong, Tongxiu, Puging, Xi-
anyuan, Tiyun, Bao’ en, Longxing, Yong’ an,
Shide, Quangong, Qinglong, Xiarthong and
Jubao, the most famous being Yong'an and
Shide, known as Double Bridge, one a stone arch
type and the other a stone beam type bridge.

Two rivers crisscross in north-south and east-west
directions here, and the square and round open-
ings of the bridges provide a unique frame for the
water scenery.

Sitting on the boat, one may enjoying the
scene between bridges and feel the interest of a
water township which offers a quiet and simple
life. When night falls, all streets are empty.
Down the narrow lanes one catches a glimpse of
dim lights. Walking by the waterside, along the
road or over a bridge, the peace of the calm wa-
ter and clear sky, perhaps punctuated occasional-
ly by the distant sound of laughter, creates a har-
monious and sweet environment.

The town has many cultural relics, including
the houses of Shen and Zhang, the Milou Tower,
Ye Chucang’s Former Residence, Chengxu Taolst
Temple and Quanfu Temple.

Many ancient and modern scholars have
lived in or visited the town, such as ancient
Zhang Han, a literati of the Western Jin Dynasty
(265-317), Liu Yuxi and Lu Guimeng, two poets
of the Tang Dynasty (618-907), as well as mod-
em Sanmao, a noted woman writer from Talwan,
and artist Chen Yifei. Chen’s painting,’ “ The
Double Bridge”, is as famous as the real double
bridge in the town. A well-known Chinese artist
Wu Guanzhong once praised the town as a collec-
tion of beauty of China’s water townships. Luo
Zhewen, a notable architect, described
Zhouzhuang as “a treasure of China”.
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Architecture of
Ming and Qing

Shen’s House Shen’ s House is located to
the southeast of Fu'an Bridge, on Nanshi Street.
It was built in 1742 during the Qing Dynasty by
Shen Benren, a descendant of Shen Wansan who
was a man of wealth in southern China during late
Yuan (1206-1368) to early Ming dynasties.

It consists of seven courtyards, five arch-
ways, more than 100 rooms of different sizes a-
long two sides of a 100-m-long axis road, cover-
ing an area of 2,000 sq. m., offering a unique
traditional Chinese architectural style.

It has three sections. The first includes the
water gate and wharf for mooring boats and for
washing. The second one consists of the Tea Hall
and Main Hall for receiving guests and holding
wedding or funeral ceremonies. The rear part
serves as living quarters.

The Main Hall covers 170 sq. m. The six-m-
high carved brick archway, facing the Main Hall,
is the most magnificant among the five, with a
horizontal inscribed board bearing the inscrip-

16

b w-———«.&—-n il s aa L Bt vt It

i+ i

e L



