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Hanglong: On the Verge of a Takeoff
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A Bird’ s-Eye View of Huanglong Gully
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The Miracle of Calcareus
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The press, and even those who have been to
Huanglong ( meaning: Yellow Dragon), often mis-
take the name “ Huanglong” ( meaning: “ Yellow
Dragon”) for the name of a temple or cave temple for
the probable reason that in traditional Chinese cul-
ture, the Yellow Dragon is often associated with ce-
lestial beings — seldom is it used as the name of a
place. Huanglongdong ( Yellow Dragon Cave) in
Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province, for example, is a
sanctuary of the Huanglong ( Yellow Emperor and
Lao Zi) Sect of Taoism, and the Yellow Dragon Cave
in Zhangjigjie, Hunan Province, is a natural lime-
stone cave. The “Huanglong” in question is often
mistaken for “Huanglongdong” , perhaps because the
place is home to three Yellow Dragon temples and a
Yellow Dragon Cave that happens to be China’ s
largest travertine cave. Or perhaps because it was
opened to tourists at about the same time as the three
- syllable Jiuzhaigou, people tend to call it Huang
—long — dong. But in actual fact the name of the
place consists of only two syllables: Huanglong.

There are two theories about the origin of the
name of Huanglong. One is that the place is named
after the Huanglong Temple. Legend has it that in
remote antiquity, the Yellow Dragon settled here as a
recluse after helping King Yu hamessing the rivers,
and eventually achieved immortality. Another theory
attributes the name to the main scenic sight of the
place, a huge deposit of yellow travertine that is
formed by the evaporation of water from the summit of
a mountain and that meanders its way down the slope
like a colourful golden dragon gyrating its way across
snowy mountains and through dense forests. Both
theories are relevant to the dragon that is a symbol of
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the Chinese nation.

Huanglong, which is under the jurisdiction of
Songpan County in Sichuan Province”s Ngawa Qiang
Autonomous Prefecture, is situated on the easternm-
ost tip of the Qinghai — Tibet Plateau. Chengdu,
capital of Sichuan Province, is 300 kilometres to the
south. The Jiuzhaigou Scenic Zone, belonging to an-
other county, sits next to Huanglong, which is also
in close proximity to where Sichuan, Gansu and
Shanxi cross their boundaries. The Huanglong Scenic
Resort covers 700 square kilometres (not including a
640 - square - kilometre peripheral nature reserve)
at an elevation of 1, 800 to 5, 588 metres, and
Huanglong Gully, the centrepiece of the scenic re-
sort, is 3,100 — 3, 500 kilometres above sea level.
The climate and the vegetation are distributed verti-
cally, and the entire place is typical of the highland
Temperate Zone, where winter is long, spring and
autumn are linked, and summer is unheard of, and
where sunshine is plentiful. The average annual tem-
perature is 5 ~ 12 degrees Celsius; the striking dif-
ference in annual and daily temperatures has prompt-
ed the saying that the local people is in the habit of ”
putting on cotton — padded clothes in the moming
and wearing short - sleeves during the noontime, and
sitting by a stove to eat water — melons.

Just like a dragon composed of a snake’s body,
a fish’s scales and a deer’s antlers, the Huanglong
Seenic Resort comprises the Huanglong ( Yellow
Dragon) Gully, the Xuebaoding ( Snowy Precious
Caldron), Danyun ( Crimson Cloud) Gorge, and the
ancient city of Songpan.

Huanglong is a fascinating place. The Tibetans
regard it as a holy land, and make it & point to hold
a grand summons ceremony during the 15th through
the 25th of the sixth lunar month and cumambulate
the mountains in tribute to the Buddha.

Sparkling water runs gurgling down high snow
mountains to form the headwaters of the Minjiang, a
river that flows through the vast and fertile Chengdu
Plain and nurtures the “Land of Abundance” - Si-
chuan. The tumbling Minjiang River has fascinated
so many ancient Chinese men of consequences that
they mistook it for the orthodox source of the Yangize
River. Huanglong is also where the Peijiang River
rises and begins flowing east.

On her way to Lhasa more than a thousand
years ago, Princess Wencheng of the Tang dynasty
had stopped over at Huanglong, and left a pair of
deep footprints in a stone as she looked over her
shoulder and cast a longing glance in the direction of
her homeland.

In 1935, the Red Army on the world — famous
Long March passed by Huanglong. Mao Zedong was
so impressed by Huanglong’ s mountains that he
composed the line: “Mingshan’ s thousand i of snow
joyously crossed/The three Armies march on, each
face glowing.” The Long March ushered the Chinese
history into a new period of historical development.

The fame of Huanglong stems to a large extent
from its unique travertine and limestone landform.

At the foot of the snow - clad Xuebaoding
Mountain lies a gully 400 or so metres deep that was
brought into being by ancient glaciers. In times im-
memorial, large quantities of calcium carbonate was
dissolved by meltwater and seeped through earth’s
surface to form a huge travertine deposit 3.6 kilome-
tres long and 30 — 170 metres wide. The deposit is
studded with 3,400 or so pools and many caves, and
streaked by many waterfalls and a 2.5 - kilometre —
long stream. Meltwater flowing all over the travertine
deposit tumbles down one cliff head after another,
threads through forests, feeds ponds, overflows
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