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FORWARD

Medical terminology is like an ocean of strange words,
broad and deep, connected with rivers rushing into it day and
night. What doubles the troubles of the Chinese medical stu-
dents is the bilingual task confronting them.

Early in the seventies, I started the dream of compiling a
medical dictionary to make the commanding of the terms easi-
er. Some of my senior colleagues, especially Prof. Hsiyi Yang
(4 % B #4%) and late Prof. Hu Cheng(#] X # %) gave me
enthusiastic support and even began collecting materials. They
gave me a large box of medical term cards but the work was
forced to suspend because of some sensitive reasons.

However, this long delay proves to be a disguised bliss,
for now we have the computer to help with this demanding
job. We also have a better understanding of the students’
need.

I used to think that. when we can turn a few pages to lo-
cate a term we need, why bother thumbing through a thou-
sand-page dictionary to find it. I am glad that after the score of
years, I can steer the job more directly towards my destina-

tion. Thus, we decided to arrange the terms based on the



courses to enable both the teachers and students to use this dic-
tionary in synchronization with course progression; thus, mak-
ing the learning of medical terms a gradual and comfortable
process. 1 believe, if users stick to it throughout their medical
study years, they will find the reading of medical literature
something natural and easy as reading everyday English.
Here, I wish to thank Miss Cindy Besonen and Dr. Marc

Brown for their kind help with the pronunciation of a number

Lo

Guangwu Yang

of terms.
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