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The first step in my life(1 year old)
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Alitlle soldier(2 years old)
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| was un happy(3 years old)
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| imitate *Ji Gong"(4 years old)
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The beaulifal small dimple (5 years old)
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Not afraid of the cold weather like a PLA man(6 years old)
Bt “IBHTR” @50 (7%5)
Dance “DISCO" to keep it (7 years old)
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How cool!(8 years old)
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| love peace(9 years old)
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How sweef the peach is(10 years old)
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Love of the sea(11 years old)
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Tour "Chu city"in Wuhan(12 years old)
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Taking a photo of the beautiful scenery of “Bird island®
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Climb up the Yellow Crane Tower (14 years old)
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The effective honest basin!(15 years old)
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Happy Birthday
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I love my family
2. KIESGA
Soutern Most Land Of China
3.3575. 0D, DB IEIRSL =
Grandpa, grannies and mother are feeding the peacocks
4. F53I\IMKT
Grandpa and grand son are watching the ice-lights
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The first day in the USA

2 7B R R
Atmy aunt's in Los Angles

3.2 SV DTE
Visiting the museum in Los Angeles
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The movie city ET in Holly wood
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With mother in the botanical garden of the museum
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With Father in the botanical garden of the museum
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Mr.Wen Chang. Mr.VanH. Garner,Ph.D. . Mr. Bob H. Suzuki,Ph D. . my motherand |
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May 2001 in Wuhan, China

Sun Fan is my only son. He was born in the sunny moming on May
22nd, 1981. At the time he was bom, Fan’s cry was so loud and clear
that it resounded across the whole maternity ward, though Fan weighed
only 2.7kg then. He looked red but the wrinkles on his face made him
more like a tiny aged man. What comforted us was that he had regular
features, especially a cute — looking mouth. Fan has always been a good
boy. He has never been a troublemaker, always behaving himself. The
family loved him very much. Especially, his grandparents and my mum.
In these over 800 days and nights when Fan was away and studied abroad
in America, our thoughts have been with him every second. Now he is
going to have his 20th birthday and as a gift, we would like to present
him with this book —— Trace of Growth.

To compile the compositions written by Fan, which Fan wrote in his
primary and high school into a book like this, has been on the minds of
Zhigang, his father and me for a long time. We hope this book can en-
courage Fan and enhance his self - confidence as well in the future. And
meanwhile, we think this book is a gift for our own, to recollect the
course of Fan’s growth when we look back in last decades. Life can be
common, but can never be mediocre. And “Fan” in Chinese means
“common”, that is the very reason we named him Fan. Fan is now enter-
ing the prime of his life and we are so exited to see that Fan is persistent,
earnest, and full of courage and vitality. In nearly three vears when Fan
studied in the United States, he has experienced the biggest adventure
and hardship in his life. Fan had never been far away from home and his
parents when in China. When he was only 17 years old, he stepped out

of his homeland all by himself to study overseas. He has endured much



loneliness, much helplessness, many tangles, and much confusion there.
He did what parents should have done for him while studying there, like
laundry, cooking, driving to school. As a freshman, he had to face the
challenges of the language and culture barriers in a new environment. [t
was hard to find someone for help or even for consultation. However he
has tempered himself by overcoming all these difficulties.

As Fan’ s parents, we believe that Fan’ s experience of studying
abroad will by all means pave the way for his future life.

We often write to Fan to encourage him by telling him that he who
can practically control over his own destiny is certainly a man with perse-
verance and real ability and leamning. Man must be self — confident and
self — dependent. Say to yourself when you enjoy your own success: The
sun is in the sky with the moonset. Say to yourself when you suffer from a
failure: The moon is in the sky with the sunset. And if you believe in
yourself, you will succeed eventually. Ahead of you i1s no success but a
new round of challenge and what awaits you later is the happiness after
suffering and a sense of fulfillment.

We allow Fan’s decision to study abroad, yet we encourage Fan to
work back in China after graduation. For the sake of his future to be the
backbone of China in the next generation, we pay great attention to the
training of Fan’ s ability to be independent, persistent, innovative and
psychologically strong. We have on many occasions been asked why to
publish such a book for Fan and some of them even asked me whether we
can consider it a means to make money or name, my reply is neither. I
replied to them the book is for neither of them. And if there is a reason I
would say to publish the book is for the reason of love. Our love for Fan,
and our yeaming for Fan have instilled into this book . While keying every

single word Fan wrote on my computer, [ seemed to have the opportunity



to review the course of growing — up of Fan again and everything is so
clear in my mind’s eye it all happened just like yesterday.

Special thanks should go 1o Mr. Zha Yuzhen, teacher in charge of
the Fan’s class in primary school and Mr. Wang Jianjun, teacher of Fan
in high school. Both of them are not only teachers at class, masters to in-
struct many kids like Fan to be an honest and upright person. But also
Fan owes a great deal to Mr. Zha’s and Mr. Wang’s conscientious work
and moreover, they have taught Fan not only by verbal instructions but al-
so by personal experiences.

To be a man is to be ambitious. We wish Fan would follow what his
teachers have mstructed him: “ The road to leaming is twisted and
painstaking. We must keep on walking up and never stop. (Mr. Zha’s
remarks ) and along with the road to success in writing, I wish him greater
success in his future study and career. And I wish he could make contri-
bution to our great motherland at an early date.”

While Fan reads this book, we wish him to be optimistic, strong,

and safe every day there.

Sun Fan’s Mother: Huang Xiaoyan
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