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AN INTRODUCTION TO
THE COMPLETE BOOK OF CHINESE ANTIQUITIES

The three-volumed Complete Book of Chinese Antiquities is a major new
reference work covering in a systematic fashion the antiquities of ancient
China. It is intended as a successor to the "Antiquities" and
"Archaeology" sections of the Encyclopaedia of China which, due to
their limited scope, were unable to display fully the achievements of
ancient Chinese material culture. The text runs to over four million
characters, and includes more than five thousand illustrations with over
four thousand in colour. The scope of the book covers every category of
material cultural remains including bronzes, pottery and porcelain, stone
and jade artefacts, objects in bone, ivory, horn and shell, items in bamboo
and wood, lacquerware, iron, gold and silver, glass, textiles, coins,
painting and calligraphy, sculpture and architecture.

The Complete Book has been compiled by specialists from the Institute
of Archaeology and Museum Studies at Peking University, the Institute
of Archaeology at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, and at other
major institutions. As well as fulfilling its role as a reference work
serving a specialist readership, it is also intended to be a highly readable
pedagogical text covering the developmental history and regional
variation of Chinese antiquities of all kinds. The organisational scheme
of the Complete Book is based around a division into object categories,
each of which is then further divided according to date, region,
archaeological culture or sub-type, and typical artefact types, to provide
a clear and logical account of the evolutionary history of each category
of object from its earliest appearance up until the pre-modern period. The
book includes material available right up to the time of editing(1999) and
fully reflects the most recent archaeological discoveries and research.
The most distinguished and representative examples have been selected
for inclusion and many are being published for the first time.

The Complete Book is broad and comprehensive in its scope, and the
innovative layout enables complex material to be presented in an
accessible manner, making it an authoritative large-scale antiquarian
reference work.
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