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About the Author

Jane Austen was born in Steventon,
Hampshire, England,on December 16,1775. As
was common for women of her class,she was e-
ducated at home. At an early age, she began
writing sketches and satires of popular novels
for her family’s entertainment.

As a clergyman’s daughter from a well-
connected family, she had many opportuni-
ties to study the habits of the middle class,
the gentry and the aristocracy of late 18th
century and early 19th century England.

When she was twenty-one,she began a
novel called First Impressions, which was
an early version of one of her most famous
and beloved novels, Pride and Prejudice .

In 1801, when her father retired from
the ministry, the family moved to the
fashionable resort town of Bath. Two years

later, Jane Austen sold a first version of
1



Northanger Abbey to a London publisher,
but the first of her six novels to appear in
print was Sense and Sensibility. It was pub-
lished at her own expense in 1811. It was
followed by Pride and Prejudice (1813),
Mansfield Park(1814)and Emma (1816).

After her father died,in 1805, the fam-
ily moved again, to Chawton Cottage in
Hampshire. Despite this relative retirement,
Jane Austen kept in touch with a wider
world. She did this mainly through her
brothers—one was a rich country gentle-
man, another a London banker and two
were naval officers.

Though her novels were published
anonymously, she had many devoted read-
ers, including the Prince Regent and Sir
Walter Scott.She wrote her last novel, Per-
suasion , in 1817, the year she died. She is
buried in Winchester Cathedral. Jane
Austen’s identity as an author was an-
nounced to the world after her death by her
brother Henry.
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CHAPTER 1

A Gentleman Comes to Netherfield

—UBTHREEEE

It is a fact, everyone agrees, that a young man
with money should have a wife. At least, that’s the
way they thought in England in the nineteenth cen-
tury. And the Bennet family in Meryton, in Hamp-
shire, certainly agreed! Mrs. Bennet, the mother,
was especially! concered? that all of her five daugh-
ters married® well.

“My dear Mr. Bennet, have you heard that
Netherfield Park has been rented*?” asked Mrs.
Bennet. Mr. Bennet, who rarely’ paid attention
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to' social® happenings®, had not heard this news.

“Mrs. Long says that Netherfield has been
taken by a wealthy* young man from the north of
England. He is single’ and his name is Bingley. He
possesses® a large fortune’—four or five thousand
pounds® a year. What a fine thing it would be if he
married one of our girls! "exclaimed’ Mrs. Bennet.

It became her favorite'® daydream!!: Jane, her
eldest daughter, would marry the rich Mr. Bingley
before the season was over. After all'?, the busi-

3 of Mrs. Bennet’s life was to get her daughters
married!

With that goal'* in mind!®, Mr. Bennet went to
visit Mr. Bingley. It was the only proper'® thing to
do. In England, it was considered!” a father’s duty to
introduce his daughters into good society'®. So Mr.
Bennet paid a social call'® on Mr. Bingley. He came
home in high spirits?®. His five daughters were to
meet the young squire” at an upcoming® ball*!

Mrs Bennet was delighted®*! “My girls will
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Mr. Bennet Paid a Call on Mr. Bingley.
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shine'at the dance, Mr. Bennet, "she trumpeted?®. “I
just hope that Mr. Bingley will be taken by Jane's
beauty and charm. ”Mrs. Bennet wasn’t taking any
chances! To make sure® he would notice Jane, the
Bennets invited him to a small dinner party at Long-
bourn, their home.

The party was planned carefully—only the
finest china*and the most delicious foods could be of-
fered Mr. Bingley. Finally, he arrived, accompanied®
by a party of four: Mr. Bingley’s two sisters, the
older sister’s husband, and Bingley’s best friend, a
Mr. Darcy.

How excited the Bennets were to meet Mr.
Bingley, who was good-looking and gentlemanly®.
He had a pleasant’ face and easy manners®. But at
the dance his friend, Mr. Darcy, drew everyone’s
attention’ . He had a strong personality'®, handsome
features'' and an income!? of ten thousand pounds a
year!

The gentlemen thought Darcy was a splendid®
looking man, and the ladies thought he was even
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better looking than Mr. Bingley. That was until he
revealed! his bad manners. Mr. Darey suffered from?
the sin® of pride—and not even a large estate* in
Derbyshire or a great fortune could make up for’
that. He was quickly disliked® by the Bennets, who
found him an unsuitable’ match® for any of their
daughters.

Mr. Bingley, in comparison’ , was elevated' in
their eyes. Mr. Bingley was a lively'! young man and
eagerly'? danced every dance. What a contrast™ be-
tween him and his friend!

Mr. Darcy danced only once, with Miss Bing-
ley, and refused* to be introduced” to any other
lady. Instead, he spent the rest of the evening walk-
ing about the room. “He has a most deplorable char-
acter,” declared!® Mrs. Bennet. Her neighbors
agreed. Soon, Mr. Darcy was oonsidered the proudest
and most disagreeable!” man in the world!

“Come, Darcy, "said Bingley. “I hate to see you
standing about by yourself. It's so much better to

dance.”
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