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Exams Are Unfair
Assessments of Progress

Most educators believe that exams
are the best way to judge a student’s
ability. They believe that students’
ability can be judged depending on the
marks or grades that students get in the
exams. They also think that studying
for exams can help students review and
absorb ( X #it) the things they have
learned. Actually, many people hate
exams because they disagree that
exams are realistic tools for rating
progress. The three main reasons for
me to believe that exams are unfair
assessments of progress are : the effects
of pressure, the reliability (7] {5 )
of the exam result and the purpose of
study.

First of all,

much pressure for students.

exams cause (00
Some
students commit suicide ( B &)
before they take an exam because they
do not have self-confidence to face to

the exam. Some students commit
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suicide after their exams.because they

cannot get good marks in their exams

and they cannot stand the pressure of

their parents. In addition, many
students usually forget all of the things
that they have already learned when
they are taking their exams becduse
they are too _ner\}ous, but they can
remember all the things again after
they finish their exams. Also, many
students suffer insomnia ( 2R iR )
because they are too worfy about their
exams. They do not lave enough
sleep, so they cannot do well in their
exams.

Secondly, the exam results of the
students are not reliable ( A[{F#)).
Some students cheat in the exams. For
example, they just copy the answers
from their cheating papers to their
answer sheets. Although their answers
are correct, they do not really know
the answers. Also, some student guess
what questions might appear in the
exams and only study that part of the
course material. They can get good
results in their exams without studying

hard if they are lucky.
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Furthermore, many students get
poor results in the exams because they
do not have enough time to finish the
exam papers, but not because they

don’t know the answers. The marking

unsteady (S ZZ §E 49 ). Sometimes,
the marking standard might depend on
the emotic;n (R, U1F) of the
examiners.

Last of all, the original purpose
of studying is distorted (BT ).
It is not the right way that people only

study for exams. The worst thing is
that people do not do anything else
except studying for their exams.

In conclusion, I agree that exams
are unfair assessments ( 3¥ ) of
progress because the pressure caused
by exams is too large, the result of
exams is unreliable and the purpose of
studying is misunderstood. I think that
day-to-day work done by students is a

fairer way for rating progress.
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The Math Archives
on the Internet

Have you ever wanted to search
the web for some resources in
mathematics, but weren’t sure where to
begin? Or perhaps you entered a
keyword into a search engine and
received a long list of items, many of
which after you checked them werent
really what you wanted? Then you will

certainly find the web ( P 4it) site

featured ( #F fE ) in this issue of
interest and benefit.

The Math Archives ( BTHFE) is
a comprehensive (L& 1 #9) site for
mathematics on the Internet. A winner
of BEM awards, the Math
Archives is supported by the National
Science Foundation, the State of
Tennessee Science Alliance, the
Department of Mathematics at Calvin
College, Grand Rapids MI ( Moderator
Earl Fife ), and the University of
Tennessee, Knoxville ( Moderator
Larry Husch).

ESES =l

HEUSEIERE
EEIVE 3 C 3 -3 R
HAS AT FE 5 g7 8
ERMMBAT — 4%
BEHFA-NEER
B, s —kB%HR
LS R BR R
HEHBEWNE, RE
B RE — R

TR YRR BN AR
FRPBAE,
BERMNE" B
AR L —1TEaHEN
BeERY, A1

BREMRE, EEH
“EEMERRERES
27, " HNT M PHEB
W7, IR X EBRE
%’“ﬁﬁ%%mm
(ERHABRR - LK)
"HAEKXE" DR
“WRWEAR C(ERFA
AL - PRI SE) JERIM
B 9,

LR E EE WM



