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ABSTRACT

Reinhold Niebuhr, the most famous American theologian in the
20th century, had a great influence upon the social and intellectual
life of America through his works and activity. His reinterpretation
of the doctrine of original sin changed the optimistic perspective of
human and history in American theological area in the 1930s and his
doctrine of man is regarded as the most important contribution the
Christian theology made to modern anthropology. As a propounder
of the Christian Realism, Niebuhr made a strict distinction between
the individual morality and the social morality, and insisted that the
political problem be resolved by political means rather than by moral
means. According to this distinction, Niebuhr investigated the vari-
ety of social theories broadly and pointed out that many seemingly

different theories such as Liberalism and Marxism share the common
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ground on the doctrine of human nature which came from the tradi-
tion of the Renaissance and as a result of which the modern western
crisis occurred. Niebuhr believed that the Christian insight is the in-
dispensable component to heal the western culture.

Providing the full picture of Niebuhr’s thought, the thesis will
focus on his ethics and attempt to compare it with the rational ethics
to find out in what aspects the former differentiates from the latter
and which elements can be absorbed by the latter in order to recon-

struct a new solid — foundationed morality.
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