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Abstract

With rapid increase of labor force resulted from age struc-
ture change, more and more urban lay — offs arising from eco-
nomic restructuring, and accelerating rural — urban migration,
urban China now is facing severe challenge for employment.
Many of the lay ~ offs remaining unemployed are vulnerable to
urban poverty given that the urban social security system has
not been fully established. Since the severe unemployment situ-
ation will continue for a relatively long period of time, it seems
that urban poverty is emerging as a serious problem threatening
economic development and social stability in China. Based on
this background, this report tries to present a rough picture of
the emerging urban poverty in China.

The first part of the report has included three special re-
ports, with special report one focusing population situation in
2003, special report two addressing the latest situation of urban
employment, and special report three surveying the execution
of minimum living standard security system in urban China.

The second part of the report has included 11 chapters, in
which general situation of urban poverty, its causes, conse-
quences, tendency, and possible policy suggestions have been
discussed respectively. By reviewing the evolution of poverty

problem in China, chapter one has addressed the interactive re-
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lationship between urban poverty and economic growth. Chap-
ter two has briefly talked about some basic theory and method-
ology on urban poverty as well as the current prevalence of ur-
ban poverty problem worldwide. Chapter three has discussed
how urban poverty is targeted and the size and distribution of
urban poverty in China. Based on wﬁe sampling survey data,
chapter four has presented the living conditions and characteris-
tics of urban poor households. From chapter five to chapter
eight, vulnerable groups to urban poverty are analyzed, which
include urban lay — offs, rural migrants, the elderly and wom-
en. The last three chapters have explored the tendency and

possible consequences of urban poverty as well as policy options
for addressing the problem in China.
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