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Abstract

As an outstanding Marxist thinker, Lious Althusser plays an
important role in modern Western social science, humanity aca-
-demics and the left politics. This thesis is not intended to give an
exhaustive description of Althusser’ s theory, but just study his
theory of ideology. Althusser’ s ideology theory has been exert-
ing a great influence on cultural studies and literary theory, and
involved in the philosophical basis and aesthetic taste of Marxist
literary theory. Therefore, from Althusser’ s ideology we may
get a deeper understanding of Western Marxist literary thought,
of contemporary Western literary theory since structuralism.
Throughout the study we may more clearly recognize the cultural
situation in present world out of the popular globalization myths,
so as to construct Chinese literary theory more consciously.

My dissertation is constituted by three parts—introduction,
main part and conclusion. In the “Introduction: the unable saying
Althusser” I will introduce Althusser’ slife story and the histori-
cal background in which his thought was brought up, especially
the complicated relation among his times, his special living mode
and his creative thought.

The main part can be divided into five chapters. In order to
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explore the appropriate study method, in Chapter One “The Ex-
planation of Study Situation” I will introduce the main results and
methods of the Althusser study. The second Chapter “the Back-
ground of Althusser’ s ideology theory” will reveal the political
and cultural context in which Althusser’ s thought was brought
up, reveal the complex characteristics of Althusser’ s thinking
system, “theoretical anti — humanism” and “symptomatic read-
ing” method. Chapter Three will investigate the history of “ideol-
ogy’ as a category, in order to explore the changes and the several
clues of its significance, especially the two clues—epistemological
and sociological tradition— in Marxist tradition. Althusser’ s
ideology theory is at the crossing point of the two traditions.

Chapter Four “Ideology and the Construction of Subject ” is
the core of my thesis, focusing on the two basic categories and
poles—ideology and subject which constitute his theory, and the
inter — active relation between them. The most creative thinking
in Althusser’ s ideology theory, is to put the ideology problem
into the reproduction relations, so that he can explain the material
being and action of ideology. It is from this point that he can con-
nect the ideological practice with the problem of the growing up of
subject (individual); therefore the construction of the individual
may be thought as a process, during which some ideology inter-
pellate the individual as a subject, and the individual images him-
self as the subject. Althusser tends to emphasize the passive posi-
tion of the subject, but he neglects the active revolt and choice of
it.

The aim of the Fifth Chapter “Ideology and Literary Theo-
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ry” is to discuss the relation between literature/art and ideology,
explain literary theory and criticism influenced by Althusser’ s
ideology theory. In Althusser’ s view, science, ideology and art
are three different regions where three kinds of different signify-
ing practices take place in. He emphasizes that the real literature/
art not only distances itself from ideology, but also can make the
ideology expose its inner contradiction. Literary text is thought as
a kind of discursive practice (production) in the eyes of successors
of Althusser, throughout the discursive analysis we can make the
literary criticism.

The last part “Conclusion: Influence and Theoretical En-
lightenment ”, will conclude the ways in which Althusser influ-
ences the contemporary Western academics of humanities, espe-

cially the literary and cultural theory.

Key Words: Ideology Subject Symptomatic Reading Dis-
course Text
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