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A path winded through the field on the loess plateau outside Yanmen Pass in
China.

Thirty years ago, in a little mountain village near that path, | lived.

This was a little village between a chain of undulating hills on the loess plateau,
situated on the old river course that had dried up, surrounded by big trees not
tall but had grew for dozens of years. A clear river, broad or narrow at different
times, passed through the west of the village.

In spring, the village was flourishing, full of luxuriant vegetation.

On the field, the breeze was gentle, and the grass was green.

Such breeze and grass often made us forget the endless sorrows in our
hearts,which were the suspended studies and being separated from our home-
lands and families. While like the valiant and heroic grass from the moist earth in
sunshine of spring, we were also bright and brave frequently.

We were always even-tempered and good-humored, which was unable to
be described, and even in high spirits sometimes with pearls of wisdom and
laughing to our hearts’ content.

The sun rose, the sun set. Planted in spring and harvested in autumn. During
those years, we intellectuals and farmers ate the same foods, did the same
works, counted the days by seeing the same moon, and arranged the daily
schedule according to the same sun.

Farmers got along with us friendly.

Everything about the city hundreds of li (11i=1/2 kilometre) away was ob-
scure at that time.

A dirty yet young shepherd came from the tortuous and rough mountain path
with his dirty flock of sheep. He fished out from his dirty pocket fresh and young
corns wrapped with green leaves, which were boiling hot because they were
just cooked by firewood. Burnt scent of the corns was left on our hands.

| wonder if anybody could forget the rare freedom in those restrained ages.

Everything in those months and years generally comes into my paintings
along with the path in the field from afar.
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Brief introduction of Nie Ou:

Born in Shenyang of Liaoning Province in May
1948. Moved to Beijing with the whole family in 1954
and lived there till now. From 1960 to 1966, studied
in a part-time painting class conducted by Beijing
Children’s Palace. Went to Datong of Shanxi Prov-
ince and was engaged in agriculture in December
1968. Admitted by Chinese Painting Department of
Central Institute of Fine Arts for graduate courses in
1978. After graduated in February 1981, she was
assigned to Beijing Art Academy as a professional
painter and stayed there working till now.

Records of attending exhibitions and awards:
1990: Her work The Land of Peach Blossoms was col-
lected (the British Museum, UK); went to Macao to at-
tend the opening ceremony of painting exhibition as a
member of Chinese Female Artists Delegation

1992: Attended the Contemporary Six Chinese Female
Artists’ Exhibition (USA); published her painting collec-
tion named My Years in the Village (Singapore)

1994. Her work When the Solar Term: Slight Snow was
collected by the University of Hong Kong; attended the
Exceltent Works Exhibition of the Eighth Chinese Art
Exhibition

1995: Attended the Chinese Female Artists’ Works Ex-
hibition (China National Museum of Fine Arts); published
her painting collection named Return to the Mountain
Village Again (Hong Kong)

1997: Went to Indonesia on a tour of art investigation;
went to UK on a tour of art investigation and attended
the Tour Exhibition of Chinese and British Female Art-
ists’ Works

1999: Attended the Trans-century 21 Chinese Famous
Artists Exhibition (China National Museum of Fine Arts)
and published painting collection; won the prize of Ex-
cellent Works on the Ninth Chinese Art Exhibition (Wash
Painting)

2000-2001: Her work Lofty Mountains, Flowing Water
and Families was selected to attend the Chinese and
Japanese Modern Wash Painting and Sculpture
Exhibition; works were attended the tour exhibition in
France, Britain and Austria

2002: Attended the Chinese and Korean Representa-
tive Artists United Exhibition







Nie Du

I - HY
<% K
HENEK, BWISKIE Long Siream, Leisurely Chirping of Cicadas
6gcm x 137cm 2002
KEIGEEA Ink and colour on paper
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XEDE B Wind Is Fresher near the Water
69cm x 137cm 2002
IKEEBEA Ink and colour on paper
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FITEREAZ Fomilies by a Stream
80cm = 80cm 1995
IKEGELEA Ink and colour on paper
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BEHSEFIA The Joys of Drinking with Bosoms
29.5cm x 39.5cm 1993
NGB Ink and colour on paper
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1% \\RREXZ  Drizzle in Breezes
29.5cm x 39.5cm 1992
KEBRBLEA Ink and colour on paper







Nie D

¥ I- P 1Y
<% [}
mKER (B~ ) The Limpid Running Water (part 1)
60cm x 160cm 2002
KEERBYLA Ink and colour on paper




