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ABSTRACT

Origen is one of the most important thinkers in early Christiani-

ty. Due to various reasons, he is one of the most controversial fig-
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ures in ecclesiastical history. He is often misunderstood and misin-
terpreted by many within the Church and without, even regarded by
some as a negative theologian. As a result, his image has been un-
fairly twisted. In fact, not only Origen is the founder of Greek
(Eastern) Christian Theology, but also he has exerted a great influ-
ence upon Latin (Western) Christian tradition by shaping Niceno —
Constantinopolitan Creed. He is also a great Christian. Even in a
special historical period when so many pious Christians bravely con-
fronted the persecution and some even martyred, Origen’s loyalty to
Christianity was still unparalleled among his contemporaries. In a

sense, this book is a kind of apology for Origen. The author wishes

to remold completely a new image of a Christian his heart was
filled with passion of faith, his life was deeply distressed, and yet
his theology is so creative. If we want to give appropriate evaluation
on Origen, we should notice the complicated degree of his contexts.

This book is entitled “ Twofold Perspectives of the Bible and
Hellenism : Origen’s Life and Thought. The title itself has pointed

out the purport of the book

narrating the historical context of
Origen and scrutinizing his theological characteristics. But it doesn’t
mean that the author treats Hellenism as the same important thing
as the Bible in Origen’s theology, and neither did Origen. As a mat-
ter of fact, the author wants to prove that Origen usually couldn’t
discern the non-reciprocity between Bible and Hellenism, for he kept
seeking to establish his theology in their reciprocity. This is also the
basic characteristic of Ante-Nicene theology, which was shared by
Martyr Justin, Clement of Alexandria and Tertullian, etc.
Considering the aforesaid reasons, the whole book is divided in-

to three parts. The first part tells the story of Origen’s life and
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sketches his works. This part almost covers one half of the whole
book. There are two threads running through: the first is that
Origen’s life circle and its relationship with whole Christian world
and Roman empire; the second discusses the relationship between
Origen’s works and his life, elaborating how and in which degree his
life and Christian experience aroused his thought, or briefly speak-
ing, the context of his works. The two threads converges on the
theme of Suffering and relevant theological topics. Generally speak-
ing, Origen’s life was a tragedy, and from a secular point of view his
life was wretched. However, he had finally acquired the spiritual
support from his pure and firm faith, and he even regarded his per-
sonal suffering as a kind of bliss. Perhaps we couldn’t find a more
complicated person than Origen in Christian history who was an in-
tellectual, a theologian, a soldier, a Christian and a Greek.

The second part discusses Origen’s Theology according to his
two major works: On First Principles and Against Celsus. On
First Principles was written in Origen’s early years, which is the
first Christian systemic theology as we know today, covering almost
all major Christian theological topics, such as trinity, anthropology,
the theory of free will and the exegetical theory. The author delves
into Origen’s theology with the expectation that the readers of this
book might grasp the characteristics of his theology and understand
more exactly the definition of heretics and orthodoxy. Against Cel-

sus was written in his later years, probably just before he was arrest-

ed in the persecution. It’s an apologetic work one of the most
important apologetic works in Christian history. The author tries to
exhibit how Celsus understands Christianity and how Origen defends

the Christian faith. This apology shows that both Origen and Celsus
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share a thorough comprehension about the relationship between
Christianity and Greek-Roman Culture.

The third part investigates the relationship between Origenism
and the Nicene Council. In this council and during the later period
(from A. D. 325 to 381), almost all theological debates were
based on the Originists’ standpoint. By modifying some of Origen’s
theological conclusions, the Originists had helped to establish the
Christian normative theology.

In the last part, there are two supplements——a chronological

table and a bibliography of English version of Origen’s works.
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