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1. We can understand the nature of law from the following as-
pects:

Firstly, law reflects the will of a ruling class.

Lenin said, “law reflects the will of a ruling class” and “reflects
the will of such a class that has won a victory and seized political
power”. The reason is that only the winning class in the intense class
struggle can take hold of the state power and become the ruling class
to enact law according to their own will through its political power.
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Hence, law reflects only the will of a ruling class.

Secondly, law reflects the common will of a ruling class.

The will of a ruling class reflected in law is not the will of a sin-
gle group or an individual of the ruling class, or the simple total of
the will of every member of the ruling class, but the overall will of
the ruling class, that is, the common will of the ruling class. Other-
wise, law cannot safeguard the political power and economic interests
of the ruling class as a whole.

Thirdly, law reflects the will of the ruling class turned into the
will of a state.

The will of a state refers to the will the ruling class expresses
through the state power. The common will of a ruling class becomes
law and is accepted and abided by people only under the condition that
the will of the ruling class becomes the will of a state.

Fourthly, contents of law depend on the condition of material life
of the ruling class.

The condition of material life mainly includes the mode of pro-
duction, the geographical environment, population, etc. As a matter
of fact, the condition of material life determines the contents of the
will of the ruling class. The reason is that the will cannot follow its
own inclinations but is always restrained by objective conditions on
which it depends. Without these objective conditions, law cannot
have come into being, or even if it has, its existence is of no value.

2. Law, as a special part of social norms, has an apparent differ-
ence from other norms. Following are the main characteristics of
law ;

Firstly, law is a social norm regulating social relations or human
behaviors.

Law, as a social norm, aims at relating social relations. It pro-

vides a behavioral pattern for people, namely, permitting people to
8



