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1. Overall Structure of IELTS Speaking

Part Nature of interaction Time
Part | Examiner introduces himself/herself
Introduction and confirms candidate’s identity.
. ) . ) 4—>5 minutes
Examiner interviews candidate by asking
questions about familiar topic frames.
Part 11 Examiner asks candidate to speak for
Individual 1—2 minutes on a particular topic
Long Turn based on written input in the form of a
general instruction and content-focused | 3—4 minutes
prompts.
Examiner asks one or two questions
after the candidate’s presentation.




Part Nature of interaction Time
Part [ Examiner invites candidate to participate
Two-way in discussion of more abstract topic, based )
. . 4—>5 minutes
Discussion on verbal questions thematically linked to
Part [I.
2. ARIKER I

Examiner Frame
Stage One—Introduction
1. Check name, place of origin and identification.
2. Ask questions about personal information.
Chinese name and English name
Hometown
3. Ask questions about work.
Type of job
Time in the position
Challenging aspects

Stage Two—Long-Turn Talk
1. Introduce Topic and Requirements.
Verbal Prompt Card: Chinese Cuisine Types
2. Offer pencil and paper.
3. One minute’s preparation.
4. Ask follow-up questions.
Preference for food

Like cooking or not
Who cooks

Stage Three—Two-way Discussion
Ask questions about:
Housework

Women'’s role

Double-role difficulty for women

Effective ways to change the situation




3. Sample
Candidate: C Examiner: E
(Stage One)
E: Good afternoon. I'm Fleming.
C: Good afterncon. My name is Liu Yongan, and here is my ID Card. I had an
English name, Charels.
E: You were once named Charels. Why did you give it up?
C: Because I was often asked where Diana was.
E: Very interesting. How did you answer them?
C: At first, I was at a loss to find a proper answer, so | always felt awkward.

But 1 gradually realized the more embarrassed 1 was the more jokes they
would have with me. So I simply told that I happened to lose her.

E: You mean humour is helpful?

C: Yes. It often helps me when I am not in a good mood. 1 am a chemist. My

O =

work demands exactness and devotion. If 1 couldn’t find something cheerful
I would feel tired.

: I quite agree with you. Now, will you tell me what the most challenging

aspect of your current occupation is?

: Well, as a chemist in a large pharmaceutical company, the most difficult

thing is how to formulate medicine which can be safe, effective and
economical. Last year we developed a new anti-bacteria tonic. It brought
little side effect, the clinical examination demonstrated it was very effective
in curing bacteria in respiratory tract. But at last we stopped producing the

medicine.

: For what?

: Because a major raw material was introduced from America at very high

price. After the September Eleventh Event, it became so expensive that
added much to the cost. We knew the tonic price would be too high for the
common Chinese people to afford.

Have you found out a substitution?

Not yet. But we are working on the project.

How long have you been working in the company?

For six years. When I graduated from college I got the job.



E: Did you ever think of a change? I find the job mobility is a little bit higher
than before in China.
C: 1 am now considering a very big change. To be honest, I take IELTS in

order to further my study in the Great Britain.

(Stage Two)

E: OK. Now I'll give you a topic. I hope you can talk about it for one or two
minutes. Here is the card and the topic is on it. You have one minute to get
prepared. You can make some notes if necessary. When time is up, I’ll have
to stop you. Understand?

Verbal Prompt Card

Talk about the Chinese cuisine types

You have to cover:

1) What are some of the famous cuisine types in China?
2) What is each of these cuisine types like?

3) What is your opinion about these cuisine types?

(In one minute the candidate finishes a brief outline on a piece of paper. )

To begin with a saying about our
reputation for cooking.
contents: geographical division
South: sweet
North: salty
East: tart
West: hot

comment: peculiar features

E: Are you ready ?

C: I think I can have a try now.
It is said that you can enjoy variety of delicious food in China. In other
words, China has a reputation for attachment to food. Our festivals are
usually connected with food. For example, we have Yuanxiao on Lantern
Day, Zongzi is the seasonal food for Dragon and Boat Day, we eat Mooncake
on Mid-Autumn Day. On the lunar New Eve we treat ourselves with a big
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feast.

There are lots of cuisine types, some are nationally famous while others are
locally popular. But generally people divide Chinese cuisine into four types,
i.e. South Flavour, North Flavour, East Flavour and West Flavour. The
south flavour (Cantonese Flavour) is characterized by sweet food, while in
the north type more salt is used. The east flavour is famous for its cooking
with vinegar, and the west type is also called hot flavour because great
quantity of pepper is the necessary ingredient.

Of the four types I like the west flavour best, because it is not only to my
taste but also beneficial to my health. Too much salt is harmful, so is heavy
sugar, that is why I recommend neither the north flavour nor the south
flavour. Although vinegar is a kind of beauty-enhancing food, many people

are not quite accustomed to it.

(Stage Three)

E: Thank you very much for the excellent talk. Do you cook a lot?

C: 1 like cooking, but I seldom cook because I am a bad cook.

E: Who do you think should cook, wife or husband?

C: In my opinion, it depends. In my family my wife is good at cooking, so she
is the cook.

E: Does she have her own career?

C: Yes, sheis a teacher, a good Chinese teacher. Besides, she is a good wife
and a good cook.

E: T see your point. She is actually playing double roles.

C: Yes, I admit most women are under more pressures than men. On the one
hand, they have to work hard in order to get promotion in the society, on
the other hand, they are doing more housework at home such as cooking,,
washing, taking care of children.

E: Have you thought of how to change the situation, say, just in your family?

C: I'love my wife and I really hope she can live a happy life free from domestic

burden. But you see, we can’t get rid of housework. We have three meals a
day at least. We had once employed a nursemaid to do the housework for
two years. It was very costly, and besides my wife believed she herself could
take better care of our child.



&

. What do you do when she is busy in the kitchen?

C: Well, my work is very exhausting or something, though I wish to help her.
What if I could make enough money to support the family with a
housekeeper.

E: Are many Chinese families employing domestic helpers?

C: Yes. It shows we are richer than before. It means the Chinese society is

developing quickly as well. We pay more attention to life quality and

personal fulfillment. T hope it will be a good way to liberate the double-role
women.

I hope it can work. That’s all for the interview. Thank you very much.

Thank you for the pleasant time with you. Goodbye.

Goodbye
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