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CONVERSATION

Mary: I have heard that the Chinese family is no longer
what it used to be. Is that true, Chen?

Chen: What do you mean?

Mary: I mean the Chinese family, which used to be
very large, is breaking up into smaller families,
very much like the American family, with only
husband and wife and the children living
together.

Chen: My answer is yes and no. For the Chinese
family is changing. You are right in saying that
it is getting smaller, but you are wrong in saying
that it gets to be like the American family.

Mary: Could you be more specific?

Chen: The truth is that the Chinese still have a lot of
filial piety. Sons and daughters still feel that
they must take care of their parents when they
are old. So, it is still very common in today’s
Taiwan to see married sons or daughters living
with their parents under the same roof.
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Mary: Americans, once they get married, set up
separate households and almost never live with
their parents.

\ Chen: That’s pretty sad, isn’t it? Especially when the
parents get old and need young people around
to take care of them.

Mary: But old folks are hard to get along with; they
can prove to be big headaches to the young
people.

Chen: 1 do not deny that there are problems between
the older and the younger generations. But we
Chinese value the virtue of mutual toleration

;; and understanding. If both sides can tolerate a
R little bit and understand a little bit, they can
H . .

% still get along quite well.

B

57-‘% Mary: But we Americans are such individualists, you
% know.

Chen: We Chinese put the family ahead of the
individual member.

Mary: There are good points but also bad points in
such an attitude.
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Chen: You are right. But to me the good points always
outweigh the bad points. Of course, we no
longer have the so-called five generations living
under the same roof. That’s no longer practical.
But a medium-sized family with one’s own
parents and children, to me, is the best kind of
family. My own family is a proof.

Mary: Chen, I envy you. But we Americans are
doomed to the small family, and when we get
old we have nobody to take care of us but the
nurses in the old folk’s homes.

Chen: As you have said, there are good points and
bad points too.

1. Is that true? = Is it true?

2. usedtobe: RG4R

3. Could you be more specific i specific £k IR WE “4¥ 3897, FHERA
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CONVERSATION

Yan:

Ken:

Yan:

Ken:

Yan:

Ken:

Yan:

Ken, do you know the common saying that in
order to enjoy life one should marry a Japanese
wife, eat Chinese food, and live in an American
home?

I heard about that. But I don’t quite understand.
What’s so great about an American home?

You are an American and you don’t know what’s
so great about an American home?

Honestly, no. I think American homes are
mechanical and inhuman.

You mean there are too many machines and
gadgets in them?

Exactly.

But it is the machines and gadgets that fascinate
people like the Chinese. And then the wall-to-
wall carpets, the sofas, the desk lamps, the piano,
the clothes washer, the dish washer, the electric
oven, the microwave oven, the vacuum cleaner...
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