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PREFACE

G Sy T Ao

If a person has just come back from an adventure in
Shenzhen, the most frequently asked question is probably
that how much money he has made there . Meng Baoan is
now back from Shenzhen, wallet empty but with a manuscript
to be published. | think the joy he experiences in going over
the 200000 word proof is no less than that of King Uidas with
his gold.

Besides, this is a unique book. Because no other city in
the world has been built up overnight, so to say, as Shenzhen
has. An in-depth study of the city is undoubtedly of great
signnficance in aoql.firing a general idea of the greatest social
reform taking place in the Orient since the turn of the cen-
try. And Meng Baoan went to the city just at the ‘right moment
to witness its meteoric rige. An outside reporter, he has been
more sober —minded and objective than the locals immersed
in the rat-race for success in a highly competitive society. In
the meanwhile, as a resident cormespontent, he has the time to
look deeper into the city than roving reponers who come and
go in a hurry. As a result his book ts of perticular value in
understanding the city.

| apprciate the privilege of being the first reader, and
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value the inspiration ! got fram the book evenmore. Shenzhen
i5 a kaleidoscope of ardent youth, coliege students, successful
businessmen, beautiful women, freelance writers and migrato-
ry workers. Reflected in his book are their struggles and
dreams, loss and bewilderment, creations and successes as
well as the distortion of the traditional values and life-styles
and the struggle to regain a moral {oundation. True stories
take on the stuff of legend on the brink of the One Country
Two Systems Policy, as Wuhan settlers in Shenzhen tell the
tales of the two cities. Many big events and hit topics are
recorded and penelratingly analyzed. Once on bookshelves,
this book' s rich content, social coverage, the author’ s unigne
viewpoimt and the careful handling of authentic first —hand
materials will make it a huge success.

The fifty or more essays collected here previously ap-
peared in joumals. Of a variety of styles and lengths, they are
all very well-writhen. The clear descriptions, bn'lliani proofs,
frank opinions and good humor leap off the page. The book is
an excellent combination of journalism, political commentary
and literary style.

{ had expected to read a hook, yet | discovered a ial-
ent. Rediscovered, 1o ba precise, because Meng Baoan and |
have been woarking together for quite a long time. Over ten
years ago, as a testament to his enduring love for writing, his
byline appeared now and then in the comers of some news-
papers, even though at the time he was working with televi-
sion. After three years, he is now back from Shenzhen having
acquired not a sense of materialism or a southern accent, but
a book. We colleagues’ can not help looking at him with new
eyes: difficult, and slow of speech, who knew he could produce
such a smart book. Who can count how much leisure and
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entertainment he has given up, how many invitations he has
declined in order to fill so many pages? Special patience and
perseverance must have been required to sit himself down,
marshall his thoughts and concentrate on his work, when he
was balancing the demands of writing with a pesition as an
outstanding director of a correspondent station, A loose string
can not produce music. Great happiness can only be cbtained
after giving up many lesser joys.

| have read what Meng Bacan wrote before his stay in
Shenzhen. It is my impression that the essays presented here
show a dramatic progress in his vision, aspiration and taste and
in his insight and understanding of real life. They reveal a man
matured, sharpened and tempered by his Shenzhen experi-
ence, His progress stands as witness to his quickness at
learning, his thoughtiulness and to his talent for observation,
since it is very common for people to idle away their time. Those
people acquire nothing from their experiences, no matter how
valuable, just as one would retum empty —handed from a trea-
sure house. Our minds can be compared to a parachute which is
of no use unless opened, Judging by the accomplishments of
his present hook, the author’ s thinking and writing techniques
have ripened and borne fruits.

With each passing year, something is taken from us while
expetience can be left. | have been much inspirad by this book,
a testimony to the wisdom that comes with experience.

Zhao Zhizhen, writer, vice president of Wuhan Broad
casting Bureau, president of Wuhan TV Station.
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