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Unit 1 Talking About Weather

Weather is always a good topic for conversation. If you want to speak
to a stranger but you don’ t know what to say, talking about the weather
can be a useful and common way of starting a conversation. Even if you
are with people you know well, weather is a good topic to open a conver-
sation. Think about how often the bad weather spoils your plans or makes
you sad. Also think about such things as sandstorms, typhoons, floods,
droughts and very hot weather. All of these really affect people in many
different ways. So it is natural for people to talk about the weather. How-
ever, people sometimes don’t talk about the weather just for the sake of
weather, but for avoiding embarrassment on the occasion when sitting to-
gether face to face, or for warming up the atmosphere at the beginning of
a meeting or a discussion, or just for approaching a proposal naturally.
Talking about the weather is actually a good strategy to start talking to
someone.

Answer the following questions
1. According to the passage, how do you start talking with a stranger?
2. Why do people often talk about the weather?



3. Why do people like listening to the weather report?

4. How do you feel if bad weather spoils your plans?

5. Do you agree that there are no real culure differences in talking about
the weather? Why or why not?

Dialogue 1

( Two colleagues are on their way to work )

Mr. Zhao: It’s a fine day today, isn’t it?

Mr. Yang: Yes, it is. It smells wonderful after raining the whole
day.

Mr. Zhao: How nice seeing the sun back again. The air is fresh.

Mr. Yang: I hope it stays nice for the whole week.

Mr. Zhao: Well, the weatherman says that we’ 1l have occasional
rain tomorrow and the temperature will drop to 8 degrees
Centigrade.

Mr.Yang:  Oh, the weather changes so quickly this time of the year!
What about the weekend?

Mr. Zhao: It’s going to be a mild and sunny weekend.

Mr. Yang: Why don’t we take advantage of it to climb Lao Shan?

Mr. Zhao: Good idea! But I’ ve promised Captain Wang to help him

repair his car.

Yang: On Saturday or Sunday?

Zhao: On Sunday.

. Yang: Solet’s go climbing on Saturday.

Zhao: OK. I'll call you on Friday evening.

Dialogue 2
( Two students are talking about the weather in Nantong)
Xino Liang: It’s muggy and hot today, isn’t it?
Wang Feng: Yes, it is.
2




Xiao Liang:
Wang Feng:
Xiao Liang:
Wang Feng:
Xiao Liang:

Wang Feng:
Xiao Liang:

Wang Feng:
Xiao Liang:
Wang Feng:
Xiao Liang:

Are summers always like this here?

I believe so. July and August are extremely hot.

What’ s the temperature now?

I'd say it’s above 34 degrees Centigrade.

I don’t know how people stood it in the old days with only
fans and shady trees to keep cool.

I guess it didn’t bother them.

Well, it certainly bothers me. 1 feel like 1 am boiling in-
side this house.

What if we go to the beach to cool off?

You mean “go swimming” ?

Yes, of course.

That’s a good idea. Let’s go.

Dialogue 3

( Talking about the weather in Qingdao )

Mr. Lin:

Mr.

=
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Mr
Mr.
Mr

Hu:
. Lin:

Hu:

. Lin:

. Hu:

. Lin:

Mr. Hu, you’ re from Qingdao city,
aren’ t you? ;
Yes. It is a coastal city.

It is in a maritime temperate zone, I
think .

Not exactly. It is in a temperate zone,
but it has a monsoonal climate.

You mean that there’s a seasonal SW
wind from April to October and NE
wind from October to April?

That’s it. We have four seasons. The temperatures generally
vary from 20°F to 90°F .

What a nice climate! You have seasonal weather pattems,



Mr. Hu:

but it is not so cold in winter and not so hot in summer.
It’s especially nice when there is no wind in winter and a

slight breeze in summer.

Mr. Lin: Can we swim in the sea this time of the year?

Mr. Hu;

In June? I'd say “No”, because the water now is not warm
enough. The best time is from late July to the end of
September.

Mr. Lin: [ see. The seasons change one month later there than inland

areas.

Quite right.

Dialogue 4

(Jack and Mr. Gao are talking about the weather in Gao’ s hometoun )

Jack:
Gao:
Jack:
Gao:

Jack:
Gao:

Jack:

I'1i tell you it’s raw out today, damp and windy, wow!

What do you expect for this time of the year?

Is the climate here similar to your hometown?

Not quite. We don’t have such a damp and windy winter as
you’ re having here. But we have a longer winter. The tempera-
ture usually gets as low as fifteen below zero Centigrade.

Does it often snow?

Yes, there is much more snow. Sometimes the snow is knee
deep.

How nice it is to see the big earth covered by the lovely, white




Gao H
Jack:
Gao:

Jack:
Gao:

Jack:

Gao:

snow !

And what’s more, we can go skating on real ice.

What about summer?

Summer is not so long and so damp as it is here. The tempera-
ture varies sharply. It can be 36°C in the day, and 24°C at
night. So it is not unbearable.

What’ s your favorite season?

Autumn, of course. It’s neither hot nor cold. The sky is clear
and blue. There’s hardly any wind. And we have plenty of sun-
shine too.

There must be many delicious fruits too. Oh, it’s 7:30. Let’s
watch the weather report on TV.

A good idea.

Dialogue S

(Mr. Liu, an experienced seaman , is talking about the weather with a

new seaman , Joe.)

Joe:
Liu:
Joe:
Liu:
Joe:

Liu:

Joe:

Liu H

Joe:

A beautiful day, isn’t it?

Yes, the weather is pretty good at the moment.

How time flies! Summer is coming. . .

And the weather is getting hotter and hotter.

That’s true. By the way, do we often have fine weather in sum-
mer in the north part of the earth?

I’ m afraid not. The weather is usually changeable, sometimes
beyond one’s expectation.

Is that so?

Yes, the sun may be shining brightly at one moment, and after a
while the sky may be very cloudy. Then a heavy rain is falling in
no time.

Have you ever met with a typhoon?



Liu: Of course. Once we were moving towards Hong Kong when Ty-
phoon Rose came.

Joe: What did you do then?

Liu: We tumed and shelter anchorage.

Joe: Why?

Liu: Because it is safer for a big ship to stay in a shelter anchorege in
a typhoon.

Joe: Oh, I see.

Dialogue 6

( Talking about rainstorm on the ship)

Liu: Hello, Joe. How are you feeling now?

Joe: ['m still feeling sick.

Liu: Have you had something to eat?

Joe: Yes, but they’ ve all been thrown up again. By the way,is it
raining now?

Liu: No. It seems to be clearing up.

Joe: Thank God. What a terrible rainstorm last night!

Liu: Yeah, it really was!

Joe: But I still feel the ship rocking and rolling from side to side.

Liu: That’s true. The sea is still very rough after a rainstorm. You’d
better eat something again.

Joe: 1 don’t feel like eating anything.

Liu: You must, or you'll never be a real seaman.

Joe: Al right.

Oral Practice
1. Picture Talk
Look at the picture and talk about:
Where are they?
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