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A Secret for Two

by Quentin Reynolds

I. Read the text quickly and then tell the main idea to yourself or someone else.

Montreal (% #%#/4%) is a very large city. Like all large cities, it has small 1
streets. Streets, for example, like Prince Edward Street (£ #431#)—only four
blocks long. No one knew Prince Edward Street as well as Pierre Dupin (%4 AR
B REBEEEEETH). He had delivered (GZi%) milk to the families on the street
for thirty years.

For the past fifteen years a large white horse pulled his milk wagon (/% 3 %). 2
In Montreal, especially in the French part of the city (3%i1X), animals and children
are often given the names of saints (£#). Pierre’s horse had no name when it first
came to the milk company (4 &#]). Pierre was told he could use the horse. He moved
his hand gently and lovingly (£ix#) across the horse’s neck and sides. He looked
into the animal’s eyes.

“This is a gentle horse, " Pierre said. “I can see a beautiful spirit shining out of 3
its eyes. | will name him after Saint Joseph (%-#1%), who also was a gentle and
beautiful spiﬁt/.-"\/\_\/'_

After about a year, the horse Joseph got to know every house that received 4
milk, and every house that did not.

Every morning at five, Pierre arrived at the milk company’s stables (4 &) to 5
find his wagon already filled with bottles of milk and Joseph waiting for him. Pierre
would call, “Bonjour (ii%. 8 L), my old friend,” as he climbed into his seat,
while Joseph turned his head toward the driver.

The other drivers would smile. They said that the horse smiled at Pierre. 6

Then Pierre would softly call Joseph, “Avance, mon ami (%, £Hx).” 7
And the two would go proudly down the street. Without any order from Pierre, the




wagon would roll down three streets. Then it turned right for two streets, before
turning left to Saint Catherine Street (%-3lZ##). The horse finally stopped at the
first house on Prince Edward Street. There, Joseph would wait perhaps thirty sec-
onds for Pierre to get down off his seat and put a bottle of milk at the front door.
Then the horse walked past the next two houses and stopped at the third. And with-
out being told, Joseph would turn around and come back along the other side. Ah,
yes, Joseph was a smart horse.

Pierre would talk about Joseph. “I never touch the reins (&#). He knows just
where to stop. Why ("), a blind man could deliver my milk with Joseph puilling the
wagon. "

So it went on for years—always the same. Pierre and Joseph slowly grew old
together. Pierre’s huge walrus (# % fil#9) mustache (/h#F) was white now and
Joseph didn’t lift his knees so high or raise his head quite so much. Jacques, the
boss-man (##) of the stables, never noticed that they both were getting old until
Pierre appeared one morning carrying a heavy wdlking stick ().

“Hey (), Pierre,” Jacques laughed. “Maybe you got the gout (#%R), hey?”

“Mais oui (%&i%.%, B#) Jacques,” Pierre said. “One grows old. One’s legs
get tired.”

“You should teach that horse to carry the milk to the front door for you,”
Jacques told him. “He does everything else.”

The horse knew every one of the forty families that got mitk on Prince Edward
Street. The cooks knew that Pierre could not read or write; so, instead of leaving
orders in an empty milk bottle, they simply sang out (KX&#) if they needed an ex-
tra (Wi4hey) bottle “Bring an extra bottle this morning, Pierre,” they often sang
when they heard Pierre’s wagon rumble (##17%) over the street.

“So you have visitors for dinner tonight, " Pierre would happily answer.

Pierre also had a wonderful memory. When he arrived at the stable he always
remembered to tell Jacques. “The Pacquins took an extra bottle this morning; the
Lemoines bought a pint (§8) of cream (#i). ...~

Most of the drivers had to make out the weekly (& m#)bills and collect the
money. But Jacques, liking Pierre, never asked him to do this. All Pierre had to do
was arrive at five in the morning, walk to his wagon, which always was in the same
place, and deliver his milk. He returned about two hours later, got down from his
seat, called a cheery (¢#R##y) “Au voir (%E.HR)" to Jacques, then walked
slowly down the street.

One day the president of the milk company came to inspect (#%) the early
morning milk deliveries (3%). Jacques pointed to Pierre and said, “Watch how he
talks to that horse. See how the horse listens and how he turns his head toward
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Pierre? See the look in that horse’s eyes? You know, | think those two share a se-
cret. | have often felt it. It is as though they both sometimes laugh at us as they go
off (®). Pierre is a good man, Monsieur (i%:i&:%:%) President, but he is getting
old. Maybe he ought to be given a rest, and a small pension (3t£4)."

“But of course,” the president laughed. “I knew Pierre’s work. He has been
on this job now for thirty years. All who know him love him. Tell him it is time he
rested. He will get his pay every week as before.”

But Pierre refused to leave his job. He said his life would be nothing if he could
not drive Joseph every day. “We are two old men,” he said to Jacques. “Let us
wear out (¥%) together. When Joseph is ready to leave, then | too will do so.”

There was something about Pierre and his horse that made a man smile tend-
erlyG%#). Each seemed to get some hidden strength from the other. As Pierre
sat in his seat, with Joseph tied to the wagon, neither seemed old. But when they
finished their work—then Pierre walked lamely (#it)down the street, seeming very
old indeed, and the horse’s head droppgm he walked slowly to his stall(&).

Then one cold morning Jacques had terrible news for Pierre. It was still dark.
The air was like ice. Snow had fallen during the night.

Jacques said, “Pierre, your horse, Joseph, didn't wake up. He was very old,
Pierre. He was twenty-five and that is like being seventy-five for a man. "

“Yes,” Pierre said slowly. “Yes. | am seventy-five. And | cannot see Joseph
again.”

“Of course you can,” Jacques said softly. “He is over (J7) in his stall, look-
ing very peaceful (F##). Go over and see him.”

Pierre took one step forward, then turned, “No... no... you... you don’t
understand, Jacques.”

Jacques patted (%14%) him on the shoulder. “We'll find another horse just as
good as Joseph. Why, in a month you'll teach him to know all the homes as well as
Joseph did. We'll ...."

The look in Pierre’s eyes stopped him. For years Pierre had worn a large
heavy cap that came down low over his eyes. It kept out the bitter cold wind.
Now, Jacques looked into Pierre's eyes and he saw something that shocked (R#)
him. He saw a dead, lifeless (&4 &#) look in them.

“Take the day off (tk&—XM), Pierre,” Jacques said. But Pierre was gone
limping (—®—###) down the street. Pierre walked to the corner and stepped into
the street. There was a warning shout from the driver of a big truck . .. there was
the screech (R#tmEwr %) of rubber tires (%) as the truck tried to stop. But
Pierre heard nothing.

Five minutes later a doctor said, “He’s dead . .. killed instantly (Eizis).”
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“1 couldn’t help it, " the truck driver said. “He walked in front of my truck. He 30
never saw it, | guess. Why, he walked as though he were blind.”

The doctor bent down.

“Blind? Of course the man was blind. See those 31

growths (%)7 This man has been blind for five years.” He turned to Jacques, “You
say he worked for you? Didn't you know he was blind?"

“No...no..." Jacques said softly. “None of us knew. Only one ...

knew—a friend of his, named Joseph. ...
those two.”

only one 32

It was a secret, | think, just between

New Words and Expressions

* Montreal n. ##F/R [ek]
deliver vt. 2%, #i%, & %, £, 0%
wagon n. M L% NHEE
Asaint n. BH, EE, X#
company n. A#,HS
* lovingly ad. &, FREH
stable n. BE%; a BEM
* rein n. B4 ; v &HW,HKH
* walrus a. WM
* mustache n. /NHTF
boss-man n. EFHK
walking stick %L
* gout n. A
sing out MM, KA, K7
extra a. BIMRY, SO0, FFARD; no BSH
M
* rumble v. WEHEITH
pint n. &
cream n. Yiil, §59l & &
weekly a. BEH

* cheery a. X&RIM
inspect vt. W, WE
delivery n. #i#,%&3¢
* monsieur n. [FEiE]%E
AOpension n. HiME, FESE
wear out ¥/, F#E
tenderly ad. BE#
Nlamely ad. B
stall n. B, H5#%
over ad. T ,%, 8, ¥t
peaceful a. F&#9, TR
pat v./n. %I, %iT
shock v ()B4, () W31 n. M, K
W, Bl
* lifeless a. TAEME, BHESH
Alimp vi. —W—HME; o TEH, KK
* screech n. RYFMEHEHF
tire [#] = tyre [E] n. MK
instantly ad. RIZM, E5H
growth n. %, WK%, &R, LK

1I. Reading Comprehension: Circle the best answer to each question according

to the text.

1. Why did Pierre Dupin know Prince Edward Street well?

A) Because he was born in Montreal.

B) Because he was brought up in Montreal.




£) Because he had taken milk to the families on the street.
D)) Because the author said so.
2. Why did Pierre give the horse the name—Saint Joseph?
A)/Because the horse was gentle and has a beautiful spirit.
B) Because the horse’s eyes were as beautiful as the eyes of his children.
() Because Saint Joseph was a gentle and beautiful horse he had before.
D) Because he did not like the name of the horse given by the company.
3. Why did Pierre say that a blind man could deliver his milk with Joseph pulling the
wagon’
A) Because it was very easy.
BB) Because Prince Edward Street was very near.
C) Because Prince Edward Street was very short.
1)) Because Joseph knew every stop.
4. When did the boss-man of the stables notice that Pierre and Joseph were getting old?
A) When he saw Pierre’s mustache was white.
-B) When Pierre began to carry a walking stick.
C) When Joseph didn’t lift his knees so high.
D) When Pierre got the gout.
5. When might people need extra bottles of milk according to Pierre?
A/) When they had guests for dinner.
B) When they heard Pierre deliver the milk.
C) When they had empty bottles.
D) We can not get the reason.
6. How did Jacques get to know that some customers wanted extra bottle?
A) Pierre would mark on the customer list.
B) Pierre would take the customers’ orders to him.
95 Pierre would just tell him in person.
D) Pierre would just write the orders down and gave him.
7. Why did the president agree to give Pierre a pension?
A) Because Pierre had worked for the company for thirty years.
B) Because Pierre had worked for the company well.
C) Because Pierre wore out delivering milk for the company.
\12/& All of the above.
8. Why didn’t Pierre agree to retire?
A) He thought he was strong enough to continue.
B) He wanted to earn more money.
A;)jl:le could not live without being together with Joseph.

D) He wanted to do still more work for the company.




9. Wht{t word can best describe the relationship between Pierre and Joseph?
\A/) Intimate GE##9). B) Familiar. C) Friendly. D) Hostile.
'bl().Which of the {ollowing is wrong?
A) When Pierre began to deliver milk for the milk company, he was 45 years old.
\B/Y When Pierre was old, he could get his pay from the milk company if he retired.
C) The sadness that Jacques saw from Pierre's eyes shocked him.

E) Both Pierre and his horse were so used to their work that people did not find out
that Pierre was blind.

I11. Read the text again to see how well you understand it now and how many
new words and expressions have become familiar to you.

A Secret for Two

Montreal is a very large city. Like all large cities, it has small streets. Streets, for
example, like Prince Edward Street—only four blocks long. No one knew Prince Edward
Street as well as Pierre Dupin. He had delivered milk to the families on the street for
thirty years.

For the past fifteen years a large white horse pulled his milk wagon. In Montreal, es-
pecially in the French part of the city, animals and children are often given the names of
saints. Pierre’s horse had no name when it first came to the milk company. Pierre was
told he could use the horse. He moved his hand gently and lovingly across the horse’s neck
and sides. He looked into the animal's eyes.

“This is a gentle horse,” Pierre said. “1 can see a beautiful spirit shining out of its
eyes. I wiil name him after Saint Joseph, who also was a gentle and beautiful spirit.”

After about a year, the horse Joseph got to know every house that received milk, and
every house that did not.

Every morning at five, Pierre arrived at the milk company's stables to find his wagon
already filled with botties of milk and Joseph waiting for him. Pierre would call, “Bon-
jour, my old friend, " as he climbed into his seat, while Joseph turned his head toward the
driver.

The other drivers would smile. They said that the horse smiled at Pierre.

Then Pierre would softly call Joseph, “Avance, mon ami.” And the two would go
proudly down the street. Without any order from Pierre, the wagon would roll down
three streets. Then it turned right for two streets, before turning left to Saint Catherine
Street. The horse finally stopped at the first house on Prince Edward Street. There,
Joseph would wait perhaps thirty seconds for Pierre to get down off his seat and put a bot-
tle of milk at the front door. Then the horse walked past the next two hous¢s and stopped
at the third. And without being told, Joseph would turn around and come back along the

other side. Ah, yes, Joseph was a smart horse.
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Pierre would talk about Joseph. "I never touch the reins. He knows just where to stop.
Why, a blind man could deliver my milk with Joseph pulling the wagon.”

So it went on for years—always the same. Pierre and Joseph slowly grew old together.
Pierre’s huge walrus r\nuslachg was white now and Joseph didn’t lift his knees so high or raise
his head quite so much. Jacques, the boss-man of the stables, never noticed that they both
were getting old until Pierre appeared one morning carrying a heavy walking stick.

“Hey, Pierre, " Jacques laughed. “Maybe you got the gout, hey?”

"Mais oui, Jacques, ” Picrre said. “One grows old. One's legs get tired.”

“You should teach that horse 10 carry the milk to the front door for you,” Jacques told
him. “He does everything else.”

The horse knew every one of the forty families that got milk on Prince Edward Street.
The cooks knew that Pierre could not read or write; so, instead of leaving orders in an empty
milk bottle, they simply sang out if they needed an extra bottle. “Bring an extra bottle this
morning, Pierre,” they often sang when they heard Pierre’s wagon rumble over the street.

“So you have visitors for dinner tonight, ” Pierre would happily answer.

Pierre also had a wonderful memory. When he arrived at the stable he always remem-

bered to tell Jacques. “The Pacquins took an extra bottle this morning; the Lemoines bought

”

a pint of cream. . . .

Most of the drivers had to make out the weekly bills and collect the money. But
Jacques, liking Pierre, never asked him to do this. All Pierre had to do was arrive at five in
the morning, walk to his wagon, which always wés in the same place, and deliver his milk.
He returned about two hours later, got down from his seat, called a cheery “Au voir” to
Jacques, then walked slowly down the streer.

One day the president of the milk company came to inspect the early morning milk de-
liveries. Jacques pointed to Pierre and said: “Watch how he talks to that horse. See how the
horse listens and how he turns his head toward Pierre? See the look in that horse’s eyes? You
know. I think those two share a secret. 1 have often felt it. It is as though they both some-
times laugh at us as they go off. Pierre is a good man, Monsieur President, but he is getting
old. Maybe he ought to be given a rest, and a small pension.”

“But of course,” the president laughed. “I knew Pierre’s work. He has been on this job
now for thirty years. All who know him love him. Tell him it is time he rested. He will get
his pay every week as before.”

But Pierre refused to leave his job. He said his life would be nothing if he could not
drive Joseph ‘every day. “We are two old men,” he said 1o Jacques. “Let us wear out
together. When Joseph is ready to leave, then 1 too will do so.”

There was something about Pierre and his horse that made a man smile tenderly. Each
seemed to get some hidden strength from the other. As Pierre sat in his seat, with Joseph
tied to the wagon, neither seemed old. But when they finished their work—then Pierre
walked lamely down the strect, seeming very old indeed, and the horse’s head dropped and
he walked slowly to his stall.

Then one cold morning Jacques had terrible news for Pierre. It was still dark. The air

was like ice. Snow had fallen during the night.




Jacques said, “Picrre, vour horse, Joseph, didn’t wake up. He was very old, Pierre.
He was twenty-five and that is like being seventy-five for a man.”

“Yes, " Pierre said slowly. “Yes. I am seventy-five. And I cannot see Joseph again.”

“Of course vou can, " Jacques said softly. “He is over in his stall, looking very peaceful.
Go over and see him.”

Pierre took one step forward, then turned, "No... no... you... you don’t under-
stand, Jacques.”

Jacques patted him on the shoulder. “We'll find another horse just as good as Joseph.
Why, in a month vou'll teach him to know all the homes as well as Joseph did. We'll ...."

The look in Pierre’s eves stopped him. For vears Pierre had worn a large heavy cap that
came down low over his eves. It kept out the bitter cold wind. Now, Jacques looked into
Pierre's eyes and he saw something that shocked him. He saw a dead, lifeless look in them.

“Take the day off, Pierre,” Jacques said. But Pierre was gone limping down the street.
Pierre walked to the corner and stepped into the street. There was a warning shout from the
driver of a big truck .. .there was the screech of rubber tires as the truck tried to stop. But
Pierre heard nothing.

Five minutes later a doctor said, “He's dead . .. killed instantly.”

“1 couldn’t help it, " the truck driver said. “He walked in front of my truck. He never
saw it, 1 guess. Why, he walked as though he were blind.”
The doctor bent down. “Blind? Of course the man was blind. See those growths? This

man has been blind for five years.” He turned to Jacques, “You say he worked for you?
Didn’t you know he was blind?”

“No. ..no..." Jacques said softly. “None of us knew. Only one ... only one knew—

a friend of his, named Joseph. ... It was a secret, I think, just between those two.”

[V. Fill in the blanks with the missing words. Don’t refer to the text until you
finish the exercise.

1. He had J&L*khec\ milk __4°  the families __on___ the street %m; thirty years.

2. Every morning _ of five, Pierre arrived __a{ the company’s stables _4c__ find
his wagon already filled 4x\ _ bottles A& milk and Joseph waiting _#:{_ him.

3. There, Joseph would wait perhaps thirty seconds :fz{ Pierre to get ___+,
off his seat and put a bottle of milk ___4¢ __ the front door.

4. The cooks knew that Pierre could not read or write; so instead leaving
orders NN empty milk bottle, they simply sang (VS if they
needed ___ oy extra bottle.

5. Most of the drivers had to make ¢ the weekly bills and _}sj/_ the money.

6. You know, | think those two . asecret. | have often felt it. It is ‘O\M
_ they both sometimes laugh at us _ait they go off.
7. He has been _ this job now % _ thirty years.
8. There was something Pierre and his horse that a man smile

tenderly. Each seemed to get some hidden strength ‘1\ w~_ the other.




f‘i years Pierre had gicia\a large heavy cap that came down fow :13 v his eyes.
10. Pierre walked __ AR the corner and _ ﬁrtef‘lpﬁu into the street.

V. Fill in the blanks with the proper forms of the words or phrases given. Some
of them can be used twice.

deliver %3, {4 % look into iB#:, | %, iF%
name after M- i 7 name for #% - (%

sin RN L Sl wear out FH., &, ¥R
take of £ i# i, & [ go off &, il%

share I}, 7%, 7rif make out Fili, Mg, FKHR

Children _mgQY \3(/ __thedr shoes very quickly.
deld

The goods will be L at noon tomorrow.

Don’t be afraid. &:x—cﬁ: "“"‘3 ks
I couldn’t 'W\[)LL sk what he meant

Helen's mothetr told her not to _______ without telling her.

They MALY, th g1r1 Mary %& Y her mother.
He was with all this hard work. ageyn et -

Then she went back to &J\Ex a series of lectures which she prepared over
here.

ok .
9. He immediately sat dowt and 31 a check for the money he owed(X) me.

10. The college is NS¢ MdGeorge Washington.

11. I cannot vy\i/L{ wt ’ whe!:her this figure is a three or an eight.
12. The police ar Andthe records of all those involved in the crime.
13. She never T ¢ &nhy of her husband’s worries.

14. When his wife was sick he 5 rom work.

15. When you're ready to leave, just

m1.C 2.A 3.D 4.B 5.A 6.C 7.D 8.C 9.A 10. C

IV. 1. delivered, to, on, for 2. at, at, to, with, of, for
3. for, down, at 4. of, in, an, out, an
5. out, collect 6. share, as though, as
7. on, for 8. about, made, from
9. For, worn, over 10. to, stepped ;
V. 1. wear out 2. delivered 3. Sing out 4. make out
S. go off 6. named. . .after 7. wornout 8. deliver
9. made out 10. named for 11. make out 12. looking into

13. shared 14. took off 15. sing out




Job Interviews

by lucette Rollet kenan

I. Read the text quickly and then tell the main idea to yourself or someone else.

Hunting for a job is a painful experience, but one that nearly everyone must en- 1
dure (%) at least once in a lifetime. Books are published, and magazine articles
are written on the subject, all trying to teil the job-seekers (# T # %) what they
should do or avoid doing in order to survive (M-t )dnd to win the game. They
6arft calm the nervous (W& %3key) applicant (si#%#) (and what applicant is not ner-
vous?), but they do offer some advice that deserves (f118) consideration (%&).

To begin with, it is not a good idea to be late. Job interviewers don't think 2
very highly of (3% - HiFei#) the candidate (% #%k##) who arrives twenty minutes
after the appointed (¢1&) time, offering no apology (i #¥), or explaining that he

couldn't find the street and that his watch was slow. The wise job-seeker explores
(%) the place the day before to make sure that he can locate (% - #1{ &) the

street, the building, the right floor, and the office in which the interview is to take
place; at the same time he looks around to see what the employees (B R ) are
wearing and how they seem to behave (&%) at work. Next day he arrives early for
the appointment (#44). It does not matter if the employer's (/@ %) secretary (84)
recognizes him and mentions (# &) his first visit to her boss. On the contrdry (EH
K), the eager (#&i8#) fellow can only be regarded (4 - &£ %) as smart, thoughtful
(#&I5K), and well organized—three points in his favor before he has said a word (b
ERHFFORERRBEST8) .

Most personnel ( A%) managers (%3) admit (A ) that they know within the first 3
few minutes of the meeting whether or not they want to hire the person to whom
they are talking. This is particularly true when their first reaction (5 &) to the appli-
cant is negative (FE#), when the man or the woman has made a disastrous ($##4)




first impression (1% ). But what makes a good impression? What counts (%% £)7

Being on time does, as we have seen; then, appearance ($H%). It is essential (L
#) for the candidate to be dressed properly and to look alive (Hi% h1#9), alert (Ri&
#), pleasant, and interested. It is also very important to look the interviewer in the

eyes because this “eye contact (#f#)” gives a strong impression of sincerity (E#)
and openness (FH) .

The role (#£f) of clothes and general appearance in all circumstances (1§t) of
life is so remarkable (8 #49) that it deserves a chapter (&) to itself. For a job inter-
view, the rule is to avoid extreme (##9) clothes (eccentric (%#&#9) or too fashion-
able (it%#9)), to be neat (¥i#1) , well groomed (‘11##I7%#7), and dressed right for
the job involved (# %). It may be all right for a nightclub (# &%) entertainer (##) to
show up (ZH) in a sexy (1£&#) dress, but the same costume (B¥) won't help the
aspiring (MfF X&) bank employee. All personnel experts (¥%) agree: no low-cut
(iR sga) dresses, no torn jeans (4:{f#), no dirty shoes, no noisy bracelets (&), no
extravagant (it #9) hairdo (%%), nor wild beards (#%). And the men seeking a
moderately (& ¥ #) high position should wear a suit ( preferably (a B #) not
brown) and a tie.

A number of other frequent (&t % 4 #1) mistakes are regularly mentioned by the
experienced interviewers. For instance, applicants should never chew (") gum
(%) or smoke (even after asking for permission (si#)) during an interview; they
should not sit down before being invited to do so; they should not lean () on the
employers desk, or pile (#) on the desk their purse, papers, glasses, or other be-
longings. If all this is bad, it is even worse to examine the objects on the desk
while the manager is answering the telephone, to listen to the conversation—and
perhaps offer a comment (iFit) afterwards. This is definitely (# ) not the time to
be witty (iki##9), to joke, to use slang (#i%), nor to interrupt (iTl7) the interviewer
in mid-sentence.

Many candidates waste a good part of their interview expiaining why they want
the job: the man or woman on the other side of the desk is waiting to hear why the
would-be (5 & & % - %) employee could be good for the position and for the
company (2#). It is much easier for the applicant to answer such questions if he
has come prepared—if he has considered his own qualifications (¥t#) honestly, and
if he has gathered information about the organization (#1#)) that he wants to join, its
size, its market, its products. He won't have to say vaguely (& ¥i#), “Id really like
to work here, somewhere. By the way, what do you make?”

The fact that the applicant has taken the trouble to inform himself (B 2R E
T#r) proves that he is seriously interested in the job, and in the company. It also

enables ({#8) him to answer wisely the questions that are often asked, “Which of




