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INTRODUCTION

A First Look At The USA is a beginning reader for students of English as
a Second Language. lts seven parts introduce general-knowledge topics
about the United States such as U.S. Inventions and Inventors, Holidays
and Special Days, and the Story of America. Three chapter readings
elaborate on specific topics in each part. The readings are primarily writ-
ten in the present tense, and the vocabulary and structures have been
carefully controlled at a beginning level, while every effort has been made
to keep the language natural.

Each part consists of an illustrated presentation of the general knowledge
area and three units, each based on a short reading passage related to
the part theme. Each unit contains:

« A short reading passage

- Topic-related vocabulary work

+ Comprehension and Looking for Details

» Activity

The reading of each passage should, ideally, first be done individually by



INTRODUCTION

skimming for a general feel for content. The teacher may wish to deal
with some of the vocabulary at this point. A second, more detailed indi-
vidual reading could be done while working through the vocabulary exer-
cise . Further reading(s) could be done aloud with the teacher or with the
class.

The VOCABULARY exercise is designed to help students become more
self-reliant by encouraging them to work out the meaning from context.
As in all exercise sections, a variety of exercise types is used.

There are two COMPREHENSION exercises: In the first one students are
asked to confirm the basic content of the text. This takes a variety of
forms, such as Understanding the Main Idea and Following the Se-
guence . This exercise should be used in conjunction with the text to help
students develop their reading skills, and not as a test of memory. Stu-
dents can do this exercise individually, in pairs, in small groups, or as a
class. The second exercise, Looking for Details, expands the students’
exploration of the text, concentrating on the skimming and scanning skills
necessary to derive maximum value from reading.

ACTIVITY personalizes a theme related to the reading, encouraging stu-
dents to share their own ideas or knowledge with their classmates.

Introducing The USA is a beginning reader for students of English as a
Second Language. Twenty-eight units introduce typically American peo-
ple, places, and things. A host of facts presented in the units will not
only provide students with information about the USA, but will also stimu-
late cross-cultural exchange. The vocabulary and structures used in the
text have been carefully controlled at a beginning level, while every effort
has been made to keep the language natural.

Each unit contains:

+ A short reading passage

- Topic-related vocabulary work

« Comprehension of main ideas
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* Comprehension of details
- Grammar

The reading of each passage should, ideally, first be done individually by
skimming for a general feel for content. The teacher may wish to deal
with some of the vocabulary at this point. A second, more detailed indi-
vidual reading could be done while working through the vocabulary exer-
cise . Further reading(s) could be done aloud with the teacher or with the
class.

The VOCABULARY exercise is designed to help students become more
self-reliant by encouraging them to work out the meaning from context.
As suggested previously, this section can be done during the reading
phase or afterward or both. As in all exercise sections, a variety of exer-
cise types is used.

There are two groups of COMPREHENSION exercises. Looking for Ma-
in Ideas should be used in conjunction with the text to help students devel-
op their reading skills, and not as a test of memory. In each case, the
students are asked to confirm the basic content of the text, which they
can do individually, in pairs, in small groups, or as a whole class. The
second comprehension exercise, Looking for Details, expands the stu-
dents’ exploration of the text, concentrating on the skimming and scan-
ning skills necessary to derive maximum value from reading.

GRAMMAR focuses on aspects of the language suggested by the reading
passage itself. The emphasis is on practice and reinforcement rather than
teaching, while indirectly building on the comprehension phase.
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The Mississippi River
starts here.

There are 10,000
lakes in Minnesota.

The longest river is
the Mississippi. It is
2.340 miles long.

Alligators live in /

Alaska is the
largest state.

The highest mountain
in the United States is
Mt. McKinley in Alaska.

The Great Lakes are

S big lakes between the
United States and Canada.

the Everglades.
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Welcome to Florida, thef
“Sunshine State.” If you like
warm weather, Florida is the
best place for a vacation. Mil-
lions of visitors come to Flori-
da each year. They like its
sandy® beaches, theme = | Dsandy 7 smndil .
parks, and natural beauty . BRW,F DN

Miami is a big tourist” city. People love its beau- ?;;Juf% /i,,;;";/
tiful beaches. There are many coconut® palm trees | @ecoconnut
along the streets and beaches in Miami. They are very ;;;"}Z“"‘/ "
pretty. But they are also dangerous! People have jobs
as coconut watchers. They make sure that coconuts




A First Look At The USA

do not fall on the tourists’ heads!

Florida is famous for its theme parks. The world’ s
largest theme park® is Walt Disney World® , near
Orlando” . A train takes people around Disney World.
One part, called EPCOT Center, is all about the
future. You can see life, food, and transportation” in
the future.

Florida has other things to see, too. You can go
to the Kennedy Space Center® . This is where astro-
nauts go up into space. You can see how astronauts
learn about space. If you go south, you can see wild-
life in the Everglades” . The Everglades is an area of
some land and a lot of water. Grass grows in the wa-
ter. Many wild animals such as alligators™ live in this
swamp.

Millions of tourists come to Florida for a vacation.
But many people come to Florida to live, too. Many
older people from cold states come to relax” in the
Florida sunshine. But young peopie come to Florida,
too. Florida has many new kinds of jobs. Florida has
something for everyone.

R

@theme park MR EH (B kL4 KEH.
HBER EEIF-—AREAZELZHS
)

®Walt Disney World 445 i #7 B4 R

®XKennedy Space Center # & i L X F &

© orlando

/5: " lendou/

G £2)YHR 2% (&
T ERMNEA)
{transportation
/treenspo:'teifon/ n.

@ everglade
/'evagleid/ n.
BEHR,EH
W alligator

/' wligeits/ n.

BEAES

Drelax /ri'leks/ v.
€AL&

VOCABULARY

Match the words and the pictures. Write your answer on the line.
astronauts swamp palm trees
theme park alligator
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| B gwamp 2 3 4. 5.

COMPREHENSION

Understanding the Main Idea

Circle the letter of the best answer.
1. People like to visit Florida because

a. there are many things to see and do.

b. there are many jobs for young people.

C. visitors can learn how to become astronauts.
2. Many older people live in Florida because

a. there are theme parks to visit.

b. the weather is warm.

c. there are many kinds of fruits to eat.

Looking for Details

Complete each sentence with the correct word or words. Write the letter
of your answer on the line.

1. Florida is famous forits g a.astronauts
2. Florida is called the “Sunshine State”
because of its . b. relax
3. The EPCOT Center is all about the . ¢.future
4. At the Kennedy Space Center, you can
see how learn _ about space. d.warm weather
5. There are _____ in the Everglades. e.coconut palm trees
6. Many oider people go to Floridato . f.alligators
7. Many _____ grow along the streets in
Miami. g.theme parks
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