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Pretface

Farmland weed is one of the serious invaders injuring farm crops. Therefore, various mea-
sures has been adopted to control it since the beginning of crop cultivation. Up to the 1950s
chemical control had been rapidly developed and became a main control measure which substi
tuted for hand- hoeing or mechanical cultivation. The development of chemical weed killers, par-
ticularly the development and widely utilization of herbicides with high selectivity has further
promoted the studies of weed classification, distribution, endangerment and biological character
istics. In order to improve the study on weeds and promote the utilization and extending of mo-
dern weed control technology deep into agriculture and forestry widely in our country, succeeding
to the publication of the Prevention and Removal of Weeds in China Agricultural Reclamation
Sector, a number of experts whom have long been special in this field from agricultural reclama-
tion sector have been invited to photo, compile and publish this book based on the nationwide
general investigation on farmland weeds in agricultural reclamation sector carried out from 1980
to 1985.

The book collects here altogether 562 species (including mutants) of common or relatively
common farmland weeds in our country, belonging to 73 families and 309 genera. For most
weeds edited in this book, there are 3 to 5 pictures for each of them in primary colours, showing
the individual plant or plants in colony, the flower or inflorescene, fruit or seeds, seedling or
roots. We try our best to show the characteristics for species identification and reproductive per
formance. Morphological description and brief descriptions for reproductive pattern, trends of
occurrence, geographical distribution, habitats and harmfulness are included. An abstract in
English is attached behind each Chinese illustration. In addition, a table of susceptible herbicides
and index for farmland weeds in Chinese and Latin are appended at the end of the book. Family
names in the book are arranged according to Engler plant taxonomy system, but genera and spe
cies are arranged in Latin alphabetical sequence.

Because of pressing of time and wide dealing with vast range couples with constrains in our
knowledge and experience, inaccuracies and mistakes in edition are unavoidable. We are looking
for criticisms and suggestions from relative experts and readers. Any of them would be greatly
appreciated.

Editorial Committee

Beijing
February, 19490
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