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Preface

IELTS FOR CHINA has been written to
help candidates practise for the IELTS
test. The introductory information in the
book details the test format and test
requirements, and is presented in both
English and Chinese. However, the
actual practice tests, the answer keys,
tape scripts and actual interviews are in
English, as all IELTS test practice
should be conducted in the language
appropriate to the test—English. In
addition, although this book is written for
use in China, it can just as well be used
by any other language speakers, in any
other country. The IELTS test is a
standardised test, and a candidate’s
result will be the same no matter where

or when the test is taken.

At the time of printing, there were more
than 250 approved IELTS test centres
around the world, in more than 105
countries. From 2003, in China, the
IELTS test will be available to be taken
at 25 approved IELTS test centres.

The IELTS test has been available since
1989, and the authors of JELTS FOR
CHINA , Carol Gibson, Anne Swan and
Wanda Rusek have been involved with
IELTS, since its inception. They have
written this book from their experience of

the best way to prepare for IELTS, and
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they have given advice and suggestions
that should help candidates recognise
when they are ready to take the test.
Most importantly, these practice materials
are designed to help candidates to do
their best. The authors believe that the
best way to work through this book is to
do the practice tests, following the advice

and suggestions on how to improve .

Since all authentic IELTS materials are
confidential , the practice tests in IELTS
FOR CHINA have been produced to
increase candidates’ understanding of the
tasks required in the real test. Once
candidattvas understand what is required in
the test by taking the practice tests and
discussing or thinking about their
responses, candidates’ motivation levels
should also increase. However, it is
important to continue to learn and use the
English language, while also becoming
familiar with the format of the IELTS
test. Test practice alone is not enough.
It is very important to keep learning and
communicating in English. After all,
IELTS is a test of English language
proficiency, and the more English
candidates can learn and use, the greater

the opportunity will be to do well on the
day of the test.
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THE IELTS TEST

IELTS means International English
Language Testing System. It is an
internationally accepted English language
test which assesses whether or not your
English language skills are strong enough
to commence studying at a university or
at a vocational college in an English
speaking country.In 2001, there were
more than 212,000 candidates who took
the IELTS test worldwide. More than
40,000 of these candidates were in
China.

The [ELTS test is not a test which you
can pass or fail. IELTS tells you
something about your English language

weaknesses and strengths.

There are 4 subtests—Listening,
Reading, Writing and Speaking.

Your result from each of these subtests is
given individually on a scale from 1 -9

and then all 4 scores are averaged to give

the Overall Band Score.

An outline of each Overall Band Score is

given below.

9 Expert User. Has fully operational
command of the language: appropriate,
accurate and fluent with complete

understanding .
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8 Very Good User. Has fully
operational command of the language with
only occasional unsystematic inaccuracies
and inappropriacies . Misunderstandings
may occur in unfamiliar situations.
Handles complex detailed argumentation

well

7 Good User. Has operational
command of the language, though with
occasional inaccuracies, inappropriacies
and misunderstandings in some
situations. Generally handles complex
language well and understands detailed

reasoning.

6 Competent User. Has generally
effective command of the language despite
some inaccuracies, inappropriacies and
misunderstandings. Can use and
understand fairly complex language,

particularly in familiar situations .

S Modest User. Has partial command
of the language, coping with overall
meaning in most situations, though is
likely to make many mistakes, Should be
able to handle basic communication in

own field.

4 Limited User. Basic competence is
limited to familiar situations. Has
frequent problems in understanding and

expression. Is not able to use complex

language .
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3 Extremely Limited User. Conveys
and understands only general meaning
invery familiar situations. Frequent

breakdowns in communication occur.

2 Intermittent User. No real
communication is possible except for the
most basic information using isolated
words or short formulae in familiar
situations and to meet immediate needs.
Has great difficulty understanding spoken
and written English.

1 Non User. Essentially has no ability

to use the language beyond possibly a few
isolated words .

When you decide that you would like to
do further study in an English speaking
country, the university or college you
apply to will say what minimum score you
will need in order to enrol in the course
of study you have chosen. This score will
probably be between 5.5 and 7.0. Some
universities also require a minimum
bandscore on a particular subtest, such

as Writing or Speaking.

The Listening and Speaking subtests

focus on general English.

The Reading and Writing subtests are
separated into academic and general
training modules. You should check at

your nearest IELTS Test Centre to
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confirm which module you need to take.

The subtests are always taken in the

following order:

LISTENING
4 sections, around 40 items

30 minutes

v
READING

3 sections, around 40 items

60 minutes

v

WRITING
2 tasks (150 & 250 words)

60 minutes

v
SPEAKING

11 - 14 minutes

Total Test Time: 2 hours 45 minutes

Questions most often asked about the
IELTS test:

Do I have to do all 4 sections of the test?
Yes, you do. The Overall score is
calculated as an average of all 4

subtests .

If I don’ t get the score I need, can I do
the test again?
You will have to wait 3 months before

you can do another test.
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How soon can I get my results? % Kot :ﬁ. F ﬁ’é%ﬂi/&?ﬁ 2
Most IELTS test centres can give you K 2 BOHE B E R L B 7E 7 R 4 1l AR
your results within 2 weeks . BAERSE,
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For further information about the IELTS wMERZREE, FSE(EETF
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Handbook , which is available at the B,

nearest JELTS test centre.



- USING THIS BOOK

To the student

These 3 complete Listening Practice Tests
and 4 Speaking Practice Interviews have
been prepared so that you can practise on
your own or in a classroom with the help
of a teacher. They have been trialled
with students at different levels and at
language centres internationally .
Feedback from trialling has been
incorporated at each stage of the -

development.

Procedure for Listening Tests

In each test there are four sections.

® All dialogues and instructions for
each test are on the audio tapes,
cassettes 1 and 2.

® Play the audio tape right through
once without stopping.

®  Write your answers as you listen. Do
not wait until the end.

®  Photocopy the answer sheet and
practice transferring your answers
onto it at the end of the test.

® Carry out the reflection tasks at the

end of each Listening Practice Test.

Procedure for Speaking Tests

®  Work through the exercises using the

audio tape, cassette 3.

®  Use the transcripts at the end if you
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want to listen to and read the interviews.

®  Practise with a partner if you can.

@ This symbol appears in various

places. It is there to remind you to carry
out the Reflection Tasks after you have

finished a Listening test.

Check your answers to the Listening tests
using the Answer keys at the back of the
book. Read the interviewer’s comments

on the Speaking Practice Interviews.

To the teacher

If the IELTS test is new to you, you will
find the introductory description of the
test on pages 1 — 5 useful. You will
probably also wish to go through that
section with your students to forestall
some of their queries. If your students
have not done the IELTS Test before,
you may find it helpful to go through a
test, section by section in class,
discussing the question types at some
length. You may also wish to draw your
students’ attention to the Hints and
Reflections for each subtest and discuss
them further as you think necessary.
Here are some quick hints for you to
follow as you prepare your students for
the test using IELTS FOR CHINA ;

Practice in Listening and Speaking for the
IELTS Test .

F&E XA, A E A A B R R
FEXA,

o WMRATREKIE, MH—AEE—

ke

@ XS AR R & # T, A
TR IRTESE B — 4 U ik )5 AP
REERBE,

ERABEENERBEEROT N
R, I BRI O EE IR EE

#IMMAERES

0 SR FB % 10T ARk R — R 5
AL X AEH 1 -5 W E xR
K AMRR B SA BB, RATLLS
FE-BIEXBIANEFE B, X
VT LASE S A B — S {1148 [5] &4 (6] R
ISRIR B9S2 2 LART AR B 2 7
BER, MAERE E -0 —54
i PF R — B0, 3F B X R R
AT T RS RAXBE T
fo RIEERMEEEBNEBHME
ANEMBEE, F LB EH 1T
Wig. LUF M # BRI S % 4
ERASE%,



Listenihg Tests

Work through one section at a time

before doing a full test.

Do under test conditions so that

students get used to hearing the

material once only.

Give students practice in transferring

their answers to separate sheets of

paper as required in the real test.

Go over the answers with your class,

playing the tape again to clarify any

difficult questions.

Discuss strategies

— How to use the time given to scan
questions.

— What to do if a question is missed

or not understood.

Speaking Tests

Do the exercises individually or in
small groups.

Give students opportunities to
practise all three p‘;.u'ts.

Remember that your role as mock
examiner will be important here in
providing authentic practice and
relieving the stress that this subtest
tends to cause.

Help students to develop expressions
which are useful when handling
hesitation or misunderstanding .

Use the transcripts to point out any

features of conversational ability that
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demonstrate a candidate is comfort-
able with English in an interview sit-

uation.

Help the students understand that the
skills required are useful, not just for the
test, but for listening to and speaking with

native speakers.
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