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PREFACE

Chinese students of English have long needed more ef ficient
texthooks than were available. When I started teaching in China in
1979, I was saddened by the texts I found in use even in leading
universities. They were mostly out-of-date books from abroad,
mechanical, boring, frustrating in their assumption of familiarity
with western life, and sometimes even simply erronercus. Since
then, furtunately, some of the best Chinese teackers of Lnglish
kave themselves begun to make bLetter lextbooks available.

what should a goud texthook for learning a language be? Cer-
tainly it must be based on modern understanding of language and on
modern theories of language acquisition. It must help the student see
English not as a subject to le learned but as a skill to be used.
This, fortunalely, is the approach of the new textbooks.

However , we must remember that using a language demands
not one skill, but four ; speaking, listening, reading, and writing.
In previous years, the emphasis in Chinese classes in foreign lan-
guages was all on reading. Recently the emphasis has shifted “to
speaking and listening. But anyone who has studied a language
knows that the most difficult to acquire of the four basic skills is
the skill of writing. It is in this very important [field that Fu
Shiyi' s book is a major contribution.

I hope this lively Look will have wide use, It will give both
students and teachers practical help in writing at many levels. how
to write a paragraph in Inglisk, how to develop one' s ideas, how
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lo write a TOEFL exam, how to prepare interesting essays, arti-
cles, or professional reports.

Fu Shiyi brings to the compiling of this book years of experi-
ence in teaching English, an eagerness over the years to [ind the
best ways t encourage students to learn, and, not least, an ap-
proach to teaching whick is good-humored and sympaiketic but also
demanding. Ilow she found time from her busy life as a teacher to
write this book, I don’ t know; but I think many teachers and stu-

dents will be glad she has dore so.

Robert C. Cosbey
Emeritus Professor, University

of Regina, Canada
March, 1991
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(6 3% (6 J iy R 1 8, B 938130, 36 8 i BUZE A nice,
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LAEHEZRINENFWKERRNE EFHFEEN, HALHEE
R A XHETE? AETE? XREN, ARMNEHEENSH
EMREEWPEXHENTE, BFEATRE B FENGES
XiE%.

HB AT PIRIMESCREH

A ;Directions;

Write a letter to your pen pal in Fordham University, Bronx,
New York, telling him something about

1. your life on the campus

2. changes and developments in your city

3. famous scenery in your city

4. holiday programs provided in your university.

B ;Directions; _
You are participating in a student exchange program with Ford-
ham University in Bronx, New york. Write an official report
in which you cover such aspects as '
1. your university life in China
2. conditions and developments in the city you came from
3. famous scenery in your city

4. holiday programs provided in your university.

PEFEEXE RS ROAARARE, Bl TERNE®
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N AEEFERTHER SREAE., BRXEFENERNHE

R, 15 B HE T KB RR (to entertain) i i H B B3R 521,
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W R— B BE R YR B i R IR I B (to inform) , LK R
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1B 3¢ (Description )
1041 3C (Narzation)
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i 3C (Argumentation)
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LA ISR,

ATREESNERHBR EFEEENR. T AL 3%
Hmm, BB AR B E BORE, HERANES,
HEHEX R SWIE RS IR R W2 W BB RAT .

WEXRTER, MWAEA . ERETTRERSHE B
WEZSHEE B ANBLAT LR, th ]2 B Y05,

1% E 2 E fEx Hal Borland %} January Wind #JESH{lE , %
AMAFR ZHFEE RN LR3I, A0 bellow, roar, rattle,
whisper, mutter, murmur, whistle, nip,+-+% , i {£E B2 3| T Jan-
uary wind [ 735 £ 55 W i 2 B V% < I TLE B 5 BT ORI BT
B, B T 3% U 5 BT 4 B B T B

January Wind

The January wind has a hundred voices. It can scream, it can bel-
low, it can whisper, and it can sing a lullaby. It can roar through the
leafless oaks and shout down the hillside, and it can murmur in the
white pines rooted among the granite ledges where lichen makes strange
hieroglyphics. It can whistle down a chimney and set the hearth-flames
to dancing. On a sunny day it can pause in a sheltered spot and breathe
a promise of spring and violets. In the cold of a lonely night it can rat-
tle the sash and stay there muttering of ice and snowbanks and deep-
frozen ponds.

Sometimes the January wind seems to come from the farthest star
in the outer darkness, so remote and so impersonal is its voice. That is
the wind of a January dawn, in the half-light that trembles between
day and night. It is a wind that merely quivers the trees, its force
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