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LI YANJUN'S WOODEN DIPPER CARVING WORKS
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My early double wooden dipper face
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My Wooden Dipper Carving Works — Li Yanjun's
Artistic View Point

The wooden dipper is used as a kind of
utencil to spoon up water for people's dayly life
in those inhabitting places where ethnic groups
lived in Yunnan Province, China. Some people
also use it to carve "Tun-Kou" for evading evil
according to the old customs.

When I was in my child-hood, I got some
impressions to wooden dipper carving. One day
in 1991, a friend send me several wooden
dippers and I took them back home . According
to my own imagination, I carved on them and
worked out some modellings. When 1 hung my
works on the wall, 1 felt very exciting. At that
moment, I did not expect to take up carving as a
preffession, but now I have more than 700
works which took me 8 years to produce them
and my assembly apartment full of them.

My wooden dipper carving works has
some differences with folk Tun-Kou. I use
wooden dipper as a medium to express my
knowledge to life and the nature. Those wooden
dipper carving works are all belong to me ,
because I make it from a populer wooden dipper
1o a work with life and spirit. So, 1 call them my
children. It is me who give them life and they
bring me too much pleasure. I produce them and
1 place all my love, my feeling and my life on
them. That is why I feel relax when I watch
them. And I think they will have a longer life
than mine.

You need not to trace back to their sources.
They are not Tun-Kou which hung on the door

to evade evil anymore. and also not a cultural

heritage taken from a certain ethnic group. They
are just a medium which I find out in this period
of my life time.

Perhaps.they are resemble with African

wood carving or sacrificial offerings in the folk
custom. My only explanation is that they may

communicate each other.
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41 x25cm  19944¢
A pretty girl
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37 x 28cm 19944
A face her eyes is full of vitality
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There is such a face
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50 x50cm 199445
A lucky combination of three
wooden dippers
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53 x20cm 19944
A face combined by three
wooden dippers
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A face combined by three

10.

wooden dippers
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A boy with wooden beads
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68 x 26cm 19924

A girl with wooden beads and knitting wool
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Face's carving of an old man
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A beautiful spirit's left side. Please pay attention to
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the color of her headdress
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A man with big eyes and big mouth which is

swallowing
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The part
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A man his head is decorated by a couple of round wooden

dippers and his moustache by hemp ropes
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