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Bill Gates in His Boyhood

itl Gates. the most successful

businessman in the world, is

now the CEQO of Microsoft Cor-
poration. ' His windows operation sys-
tem is the most popular system at pres-
ent in the computer field. His talents
were shown when he was still very
young.

As a boy. Bill was unusual in the
group of about his age. He was well a-
head of his classmates in mathematics
and science. He needed to go to a
school that challenged him. His parents decided to send him to Lakeside - an
all-boys’ school for exceptional students. Lakeside allowed students to pursue
their own interests. The conditions and facilities would enable all students to
reach their full potential. It was an ideal environment for someone like Bill
Gates.

"In 1968, the school made a decision that would change thirteen- year- old

Bill Gates’ life — and that of many of others, t00.2

Funds were raised. mainly by parents, that enabled the school to get a com-
puter - a Program Data Processor (PDP) -~ through a teletype machine, and
several seconds later the PDP would type back its response. Bill Gates was im-
mediately hooked -~ so was his best friend at the time, Kent Evens, and another
student. Paul Allen. who was two years older than Bill.

]



Whenever they had free time, and sometimes when they didn’t, they would
dash over to the computer room to use the machine. The students became so sin-
gle-minded that they soon overtook their teachers in knowledge about computing
and got into a lot of trouble because of their obsession. They were neglecting
their other studies — every piece of work was handed in late. Classes were cut.

Computer was also proving to be very expensive. Within months.

the whole

budget that had been set aside for the year had been used up.

At fourteen, Bill was already writ-
ing short programs for the computer to
perform. One of the reasons Bill was so
good at programming is that it is mathe-
matical and logical.

If Bill Gates was going to be good
at something, it was necessary to be
the best.

Bill's and Paul's fascination with
computers and the business world meant
that they read a great deal. Paul en-
joyed magazines like Popular Electron-
ics. while Bill read business maga-
zines. Computer time was expensive
and. because both boys were desper-
ate to get more time and because Bill
already had an insight into what they
could get financially, the two of them
decided to set themselves up as a com-
pany: The Lakeside Programmers
Group. “Let’s call the real world and try

to sell something to it!” Bill announced.

[Notesl ‘J
1. Microsoft Corporation. #%k/A 3],
’PAﬁﬁﬂiﬂ#%%%ﬂ}‘ﬁﬁ#mﬁ%
ALE, CHRRSHERNTFAS, 2
FRPREZBERWMNERR, 1975
HEW. H OERMP. Q. XRHKALBASIC

;hm(AAﬁﬁmm% ME2FRIE

&, BEGLHMITS ( “FHBE" #HE
%?ﬁ'ﬁ’fﬂﬂ’)riﬁ)o RABXRLLE |
PR RE, LBRT “ﬁﬂﬂi%ﬁﬁ

| B R R

2. In 1968,... too, 4 fh By that ;]'
would change. .. and that of many of oth- .
ers, 10 HEEM A, 145 decision; % |
XA EEMNGPHETA that IERATE
12316 life, BMEHBRES, '

|

CEOQ. Chief Executive Officer & fETh
78 x‘
challenge: vt. give, send, or be a \‘
challenge to fg------ ki 4
exceptional. adj. unusual, out of ]

the ordinary R, BISMED, $BIE

pursue; Vt. have as an aim of purpose |




Reading Comprehension Exercises

1.
A.
B.
C.
D.
2.
grams®
A.
B.
C.
D.
3.

What changed Bill Gate's life?

He was good at maths and science.
He was sent to Lakeside school.

He talked tike an adult.

The school got a computer.

When did Bill begin to write pro-

At the age of 13.

At the age of 14.

In 1968.

Not mentioned.

Why did Bilt's parents send him to

Lakeside school?

A

D.

4.

Because they moved to that neigh-
bourhood.

Because Bill was dismissed by the
former school.

Because they wanted their son to
reach his full potential.

Because they didn't like the former
school.

One reascon Bill was so good at pro-

gramming was that .

A
B.

C.
D.

5.

he loved computer

he was good at mathematics and sci-
ence

his father taught him how to do it

he loved reading business magazines
Which is NOT true according to the

passage?

:, cumstances, which make it easy to do| .

| things (%) & THEEF 0T RHKE. |

;‘ capable of 1 ; HEE

j hooked: adj.

Mo MR B AR; SER ;
facilities. n. [C] (p!) aids, cir-

B&
potential. n. [U] what sb. or sth. is

! funds. n. [C] (often pl} sum of |
' money available for a purpose (% FRE#) |
R B

teletype. n. [C] BEFTF
(sl) addicted {to}, |
completely committed (to) ({2) LH#EY;
BkEy

overiake. vt. come or catch up
with; outstrip #£.L; 8 L; #id

obsession: n. [C] sth. ihat obses-
ses; fixed idea that occupies one's mind |
RETONEY; X |

neglect. vt. pay no attention to;
give no or not enough care to B & ; @mﬁ 3

budget. n. [C] estimate of probable |
future income and expenditure, esp. that
made by a government; similar estimate
made by a business company, society,
private person, etc. ¥ (T RETH
WXz Eit, AREFZRN; FEL
BT, B, RAFZHH)

logical: adj. in accordance with the
rules of logic; able to reason correctly &

28BN




A. Bill and Paul were so atfracted by the

computer that they hardly paid any tascination. n. (U] being fascina-
attention to other subjects. ted Fk; HE& |
B. Bill and Paul did a lot of reading a- desperate. adj. tried when all else
bout business and electronics. has failed FTEi—1{169; B F—88MY
C. Bill Gates was good at not only pro- ingight. n. [C] understanding; pow-

gramming but also other subjects. er of seeing into sth. with the mind & &
D. The boys’ knowledge about compu- | J1; T#&
ting was beyond their teachers.
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