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PROLOGUE

The wise use of forest herbicides can help grow more wood, more
rapidly, and with less costs, These practices have been very beneficial in
the southeastern United States and should be equally of benefit in China,
By controlling the vegetative competition, more soil moisture and nutrients
are made available to the forest crop so it can become healthier and grow
faster, just like we see in agricultural crops. We have also found that
herbicides when used properly are safe to the applicator and to the
environment, When herbicide methods are compared to manual clearing
methods, herbicides are found to be equal in cost or less expensive, but
always take less time and human toil, Thus, money can be saved, more
land can be treated by one worker, and this frees people for more fruitful
tasks, When all costs and benefits are compared, the use of herbicides in
the prescribed manner is clearly a good tool for improving forestry.

We are pleased and grateful that Prof, Qiu Zhong- ze has provided us
the opportunity to share how herbicides are used in the southeastern
United States for improving our forests, We trust that this information
may be helpful to our Chinese world neighbors and that the forests of the
People’s Republic of China will benefit from the use of this knowledge.

James H. Miller
Robert J. Mitchell
Spring, 1991
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