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Learning English is important in the current society.

1. World language: it is spoken by 1.5 billion people in the world and is an
official language in 75 countries. 1 billion people in the world and 100
million Chinese learn English.

2. Good English scores are required for passing various tests. e. g. term
tests, entrance tests, TOEFL, GRE etc.

3. Since China is opening up to the world, English is needed in business
transaction, in science and even in our daily life.

4. The advent of Internet requires us to know the language since the
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dominant language on the net is English.

Internet is becoming an integral part of our life.

1. Daily life; sending email to friends, chatting in a chat-room or shopping
on the net become part of life, especially for the young.

2. Business; Internet is used by more companies, small or large; to provide
information to its clients or do business with each other.

3. Education: long-distance education is preferred by many job holders;
Learning in general is made easy by quick access to information.

4. Career opportunity: many businesses and other units look for their
employees on the web, so forgetting to read the employment section on

relevant websites equals losing good chances.

Friendship brings about happiness.

1. Bible says: “A faithful friend is the medicine of life. ” Friendship heals
both emotionally and physically. Scientific evidence shows people with
emotional support are healthier than those without it. People with
friends are psychologically stronger.

2. People with genuine friends have access to help in times of difficulties. e.
g. opportunity in career with access to more information, help.

3. Friendship enriches one’s life. Sharing ideas, social or recreational
activities and the sense of being loved makes one’s life meaningful and

more productive. It enables one to interact more with the world.
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Falun Gong is by no means a religion, but an evil , dangerous cult.

1.

It is inhuman. Numerous people obsessed with Falun Gong suffer both
physically and mentally, Six immolators in Beijing set fire on their

bodies. Many followers committed suicide through various means.

. It deprives practitioners of their freedom of choice. The cult founder Li

Hongzhi leads his followers to believe in his “teachings”. They are not
allowed to hold other beliefs.

It is anti-social. It destabilizes social order. Practitioners usually become
too obsessed with the cult practices to lead normal life. Frequent

disturbing gathering creates turmoil and instability.

. Tt goes against science. The self-immolators believe they will ascend to

paradise eventually. Some leave their diseases untreated.

Drug Addiction is hazardous.

1.

Taking drugs can do enormous harm to one’s health: loss of weight,
mental chaos, functioning disorder and weak immune system.

It destroys a person’s human dignity and self-respect: dependence on
drug leads to will-power loss, debt, and guilty feelings.

Drug addicts ruin their career. Career disruption is inevitable due to drug
effects: being unable to concentrate, to form sound judgment and even

too weak to go to work.

. They are likely to lead an unhappy life. Huge cost on the drug causes

financial problem that is detrimental to family relation.




Pollution is hazardous to mankind, animals and environment.

1.

3.

Pollution is hazardous to one’s health: lung cancer; diseases linked with

respiratory system, e.g. bronchitis, rhinitis.

. Pollution damages our ecosystem: acid rain contaminating soil and lakes,

poisoning the fish and other aquatic ecosystem.
Global warming is attributed to pollution: melting polar ice caps,
flooding, rising sea levels, changed weather patterns, drought,

expanding desert; increase in heat-wave.

— m
=. B

What makes a successful English learner.

1.

A successful English learner is highly motivated. Motivation: pass tests,
win scholarship, desire to be the best, get a job, be promoted, have

interest in the cultures.

. He/She knows how to be an efficient learner. Strategies: huge exposure

to English (readings, listening); sufficient practice of the four skills ;
interaction with peers and native-speakers.

Good mastery of English language requires perseverance and hard work.
Difficult process in learning: certain stages of little progress, boredom,
unfavorable learning conditions, frustrating failures, laziness and

distractions.

What makes a happy family.

1.

Family members communicate with each other: share ideas, understand
what is on others’ mind; help and support are always readily available

when one’s problems or needs are known,
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They respect others’ individuality and privacy and treat each other
equally: allow room for personality development, privacy and secrets;
don’t impose own wills on other members of the family, esp. the

younger ornes,

3. They take positive attitude to problems. When problems arise, they can

PR SRS TN

face up to them together, not blaming others or simply avoid.

They spend much time together and have plenty of “quality time”.

What makes a successful interview.

1.

The interviewee should get prepared carefully beforehand: a detailed
resume stating relevant experience, good knowledge of the company
applied to, a list of answers to the interviewer’s possible questions;

appropriate attire.

. He/She should appear confident and relaxed: natural manner, good body

language : eye contact, appropriate gestures.

3. He/She displays considerable expertise and enthusiasm for the job:
sufficient knowledge about the field, willingness to devote to the work.

4.

6.

. H%

Television

Advantages:

1. The programs provide entertainment: films, documentaries, TV series,
MTV.

2. Watching TV can be educational: TV schools offering different courses,

and programs such as teaching languages, computer operating, etc. ;
talk shows, public campaigns on various issues: anti-smoking,

¢ 5



environment , morality.

3. Tt is informative; news, documentaries, science report; business watch.
4.

5.
5.

Disadvantages :

1. Over-watching wastes time: less time on studies and work.
2. Tt can harm physical and spiritual wellbeing: reduced exercises; exposure

to radiation ; reluctance to participate in real life activities.

It could cause social problems; violence, sex, teenage love.
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Overseas study

Advantages

1. Students usu. can receive quality education: rich resources, a variety of
courses ( MBA, accountancy, medicine, arts.), good teaching
methods.

2. Tf they go to English speaking countries, they learn the language better:
total submersion.

3. Living and studying in a foreign country offers a valuable experience:
learn to be independent, explore the different culiures and get to know
people from all over the world.

4.

5.

6.

Disadvantages:

1. The cost of foreign education is high: tuition fee plus living expense.

2. Many schools are not offering quality education: poor teaching staff,
unauthorized diplomas, lack of resources.

3. Living far away from home cut the natural bond with one’s family.
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6.

relationship is affected, alien food and weather could make life there

.miserable.

Long-distance education

Advantages:

1.

It is convenient; 1) flexible in terms of time — schedule: opportunity for
students who work, or study already. 2) trouble and time saving: traffic

not necessary, just logging on to the web.

2. Tt provides possibility for better education: world famous schools at your
finger tip and unlimited amount of information offered on the net.

3. Academic exchanges across countries are made possible: instant contact
for students from different countries.

4. .

5. .

6. .

Disadvantages . .

1. The quality of web schools are questionable: lack of experience and
resources.

2. Tt is costly to surf on the net in time and money: too much information
available — much time and money consumed to select the material
needed.

3. Online-classes deprive students of face-to-face interactions: direct human
exchanges replaced by digital ones.

4. .

6. .
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Why is teenage love a common phenomenon?

1.

Films, TV series with too much romance produce side effects; kids are
influenced by the behavior of adults in the films and some blindly imitate
the heroes and heroines.

Heavy school load and high demand from adults force teenagers to look
for ways to alleviate pressure and seek shelter: dating provides a
temporary solution.

Single child in the family is lonely. little communication with parents,

very few peers talk and contacts, desire for love and comfort.

. With the opening up to the western world, kids are prone to copy “free

life style” represented by American culture.

Overseas study aftracts Chinese learners.

1.

Foreign universities attract students: better school resources and
advanced teaching and learning attitudes.

Second language learners realize it is a quick way to learn the language
and its culture: acquire the language in its natural surrounding through
subject learning, direct contact with its native speakers and its media,
With the economic boom in the country and raised living standard,
people can afford foreign education: larger proportion of income spent
on education.

Intense competition at job market forces one to acquire advanced

information and an internationally recognized diploma.
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The causes of pollution

1.

2.

Waste is dumped from factories, households — solid and liquid wastes.
The burning of fossil fuels coal and oil emit sulfur dioxide — factories
and cars.

Natural disasters and wars: volcanoes, chemical weapons e. g. NATO

use depleted uranium in the Balkan.
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The effects of green efforts

1.

The green efforts already show results in a cleaner and healthier
environment (air, water, soil).

People lead a less risky way of living: decline in the number of people
suffering from pollution — related diseases.

Both flora and fauna are free from pollutants, regaining their healthy

state of being and thus enhancing of living quality.

. The above benefits of green efforts bring people to the full awareness of

the necessity of further environmental war.

How does IT influence us?

1.

2.

Daily life is affected: Internet and mobile phone shorten the distance be-
tween people. IT linked with household gadgets makes life convenient.
Work is made far more efficient; work at home; vast information
available from the net, changed way of doing business.
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3.

Education reaches out to more who need it: long distance teaching and

learning.

The influence of advertisements on marketing

1.

In the market for adults: 1) food and beverage — advertising efforts
made by Coca-Cola lead to increased sales while Pepsi-Cola with less
advertising has lower sales figures. 2) commodities for daily use — high
sales also occur in some well known daily commodities, eg. Baili
scented bath soap is well sold for its household known catchphrase;
“This year I am 20; next year I shall turn 18”. 3) Computer gadgets:
e-notebooks and palm computers now are widely used by business people
and students alike as a result of repeated ads. in all media.

In the market for children: food — fast food like Pizza Hut’s and
McDonald’s and snack food like Wang Wang food series all enjoy
widespread popularity due to prime time TV ads.
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My favorite way of exercising

Jogging or running is economical, convenient, time saving and safe

compared with other sports activities:

1.

Playing golf, bowling, swimming: offer good opportunity to meet
interesting people and nice surroundings, but need money and consume
time.

Rock climbing, car racing, skiing: is challenging and exciting, train
one’s strength and courage, but dangerous.
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