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1. KING 'ALFRED AND THE CAKES

Many years ago there lived in Eng-land a wise
and good king whose name was Al-fred. *No
other man ever did so much for his country as
he; and people now, ‘all over the world, *speak
of him as Alfred the Great.

In those days a king did not have a very °easy
life. There was war almost all the time, and no
one else could lead his army into °battle so well as
he. And so, between "ruling and fighting, he had
a busy time of it indeed.

"A *fierce, "rude people, called the **Danes, had
come '‘from over the sea, and were fighting the
English. There were so many of them, and they
were so bold and strong, that for a long time they
Ygained every battle. If they '*kept on, they would
soon be the masters of the whole country.

“At last, after a great battle, the English
army ‘*was broken up and “*scat-tered. Every man
had to save himself in the best way he could. King

Alfred fled alone, in great '"haste, through the -

woods and ‘*swamps.
- '"Late in the day the king came to the hut of a
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1. Alfred prd?dT s (ABIXRHER. LR B E B K F (s49—
299), RHEFE ;%%_/Q,vﬁo other man ever MERHEBIKIA.
3. all over the wofld £#F. 4. speakof ki, K%, 5. easy life
KRR & &, 6. battle ['baetl] 5. &3, &8. 7. ruling ['ru:lig]
n. %, 8. fierce [fisslae. DM DUE. 9. rude [ru:d] e¢. ¥
$#12, 10, Dane [dein] n. FFEA. 11. from over the sea I
X. 12, gained every battle EEAXBBE. 13, kept (keep) on &k,
14. at last & F, - 15. was broken up 37 K. 16. scatter [’!skeets]
vi. BB, 17, haste [heist] n. &E#:; Sf. 18, swamp [swomp]
n % Bk, 19. late in the day 8,
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**wood-cut-ter. He was very tired and hungry, and
he begged the wood-cut-ter’s wife to give him
something to eat and a place to sleep in her hut.
} The wom-an was baking some cakes upon the

*'hearth, and she **looked with pity upon the poor,
ragged fellow who seemed so hungry. She had no
thought that he was the king.

“Yes,” she said, “I will give you some supper
if you will watch these cakes. I want to go out
_and **milk the cow, and you must see that they do
not burn while I am gone.”

King Alfred was very willing to watch the
cakes, but he had **far greater things to think
about. How was he going *°to get his army to-
‘geth-er again? And how was he going to *’drive
- the fierce Danes out of the land? He forgot his

hunger; he forgot the cakes; he forgot that he was
" in the woodcutter’s hut. His mind was busy making
plans for to-mor-row.

In a little while the wom- amack The
cakes were smoking on the heartu. ~ney **were
burned to a crisp. Ah, how angry she was! .

“You lazy fellow!” she cried. “See what you

have done! You want some-thing to eat, but you -

do not want to work!” \
20] have been told that she even *struck the
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KRB ERETUREFSERETX & B, M
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BA? M ERIERENFEAEHEE BB B,
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BT—2, RAANWETERT. HFEER LEH,
B2ERTER W, RS8N

“ORZAMBIRD " HE. “BERTHEE KBS,
WX B ' |

ERMEERNRTFATEIAEE. RIRILVEFEEAS

20. wood-cutter ['wud-, kato]l n. RAK T A; #&%X. 21. hearth
fha:8)n. #. 22. looked with pity Wiz, 23. ragged ['regid]
a. REM#EHN., 24, milk the cow H4§5.  25. far greater things
HEEHE, 26, get his army together EH#EFEPA,” 27. drive ... out
&M, 28, were (be) burned toa crisp 5, 29, T have been told
FR3. 30, strike [straik] of. 3T, .



king with a stick; but I can hardly be-lieve that
she was so *'ill-na-tured.

The king must have laughed to himself **at the
thought of being scolded in this way; and he was
so hungry that he °*°did not mind the woman’s
angry words half so much as the loss of the cakes.

I do not know **whether he had any-thing to
eat that night, or whether he had to go to bed
without his supper. But **it was not many days
until he had gath-ered his men to-geth-er again,
and had beaten the Danes in a great battle.
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31, ill-natured [il'neitfod] ¢. 3 B48Y. 32. at the thought of
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" 2. KING ALFRED AND THE '‘BEGGAR

*At one time the Danes drove King Alfred

from his °kingdom, and he had to ‘lie *hidden for

a long time on a little ®is-land in a river.

" One day, all who were on the is-land, except
the king and queen and one "servant, went out *to
fish. It was a very °lonely place, and no one could
’get to it except by a boat. About noon a ragged
beggar came to the king’s door, and ''asked for
food.

The king called the servant, and asked,How

much food have we in the house?”
“My lord,” said the servant,“we have only one
Moaf and a little wine.” ' ’
Then the king gave thanks to God, and said,

“Give half of the loaf and half of the wine to this -

poor man.”

The servant did as he was '*bidden. The beggar
thanked the king for his *kindness, and wentfon
his way. - ' '

In the after-noon the men who had gone out to

fish came back. They had three boats full of fish,
and they said,“We have caught more fish to-day

§
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WHME X T . XR—DIEH HFOINS, TERT RS
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B/EPTHA”
IPBEBIEIHE T, SSHLEEUE, RAET,
T4, HSMEARANERT . MRS T B =M,

it “BATREIX MDD LUE, WRERFHELTSRX

1. beggar ['bego]l n. %£T. 2. at one time (IE)HE /WL —
£, 3. kingdom ['kindom] n. EE., 4. le XFHMHKE. s,
hidden ['hidn] Fa#%, 8%#%. 6. island ['ailond] n. . 7. servant
I'sa;vent] n. {MPA. 8. to fish Hfa, T/, 9. lonely ['lounii] a.
IRy, WeEBg., 10, get to Fik. 11, ask for T K. 12, loaf

- [louf]l n. (—%) ®m®. 13. bidden ['bidn] Wy Mf, 14, kindness
['kaindnis] n. {-#; HH.




