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Get Up! The Cock is Crowing!

Zu Ti was a general in Jing Dynasty. When he was young, he
made friends with another young man called Liu Kun. Both of the
young men were ambitious and were determined to do something
important in their life. [t happened that the country was at war
with the Huns in the north because they often came down and made
trouble on the border. People were having a hatd time.

Once, Zu Ti said to Liu Kun, “In such troubled years, we
must try to temper ourselves in both hody and soul if we want to be
successful in our life. We must learn more and do even better in the
practice of martial arts.”

Liu Kun had the same idea.

Sharing the same ambition, they stayed together all day, learn-
ing and practising. Sometimes very late ai night, they were still ex-
cited in talking about what was happening in the country.

One day at night, Liu Kun was woken op by a crowing cock.
“Whose cock is it? It crows so early. [ can’t sleep well.” he said.

“Well, it’s nat bad.” Zu Ti said with a smile. “We should
thank the cock because it has called us to do the practice.” With
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these words, he put on his clothes and went out into the yard,
sword in hand. Much moved by what Zu Ti did, Liu Kun also went
after him for the practice.

From then on, Zu Ti kept getting up early in the mornmg as
soon as he heard the cock crow, and, with a light kick at his friend,
he would say, “Get up! The cock is calling us!” Wichout hesita-
tienn, Liu Kun got up at once. In this way, the two young men
learnt and practised day and night. Scon they became very popular

among the people.




