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GENERAL PROVISIONS
ON SHIPS’ ROUTEING

INTRODUCTION

The General Provisions on Ships’ Routeing are established pursuant to
regulation V/8 of the SOLAS Convention.

1 OBJECTIVES

1.1 The purpose of ships’ routeing is to improve the safety of naviga-
tion in converging areas and in areas where the density of traffic is great or
where freedom of movement of shipping is inhibited by restricted sea-
room, the existence of obstructions to navigation, limited depths or un-
favourable meteorological conditions. Ships’ routeing may also be used for
the purpose of preventing or reducing the risk of pollution or other damage
to the marine environment caused by ships colliding, grounding or an-
choring in or near environmentally sensitive areas.

1.2 The precise objectives of any routeing system will depend upon
the particular hazardous circumstances which it is intended to alleviate,
but may include some or all of the following:

1 the separation of opposing streams of traffic so as to re-
duce the incidence of head-on encounters;

.2 the reduction of dangers of collision between crossing
traffic and shipping in established traffic lanes;

.3 the simplification of the pattemns of traffic flow in conver-
ging areas;
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the organization of safe traffic flow in areas of concentrat-
ed offshore exploration or exploitation;

the organization of traffic flow in or around areas where
navigation by all ships or by certain classes of ship is
dangerous or undesirable;

the organization of safe traffic flow in or around or at a
safe distance from environmentally sensitive areas;

the reduction of risk of grounding by providing special
guidance to vessels in areas where water depths are un-
certain or critical; and

the guidance of traffic clear of fishing grounds or the or-
ganization of traffic through fishing grounds.

2 DEFINITIONS

2.1 The following terms are used in connection with matters related to

ships’ routeing:
.1

Routeing system

Any system of one or more routes or routeing measures
aimed at reducing the risk of casualties; it includes traf-
fic separation schemes, two-way routes, recommended
tracks, areas to be avoided, no anchoring areas, inshore
traffic zones, roundabouts, precautionary areas and
deep-water routes .

Mandatory routeing system

A routeing system adopted by the Organization, in ac-
cordance with the requirements of regulation V/8 of the
International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea
1974, for mandatory use by all ships, certain categories

of ships or ships carrying certain cargoes.
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