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A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO THE
BIOGRAPHIES OF MODERN CHINESE
MATHEMATICIANS IN 20TH
CENTURY

To be frank,Chinese mathematics has been somewhat back-
ward in the world in modern times, though it was once quite
prosperous in ancient times. However,with the systematic intro-
duction of the modern western maths in 20th century,mathemat-
ics in this country has come into a new period of permeating and
going forward with the world trends. The study of the develop-
ment of the 20th century mathematics as a pioneer in this coun-
try ,will surely promote its improvement and its catching up with
the advanced countries in the 21st century.

“Biographies of Modern Chinese Mathematicians in 20th
Century” (in several volumes)is a book for this purpose. It is a
set of professional and historical works,which has stated the de-
velopment of modern Chinese maths through the life stories of
modern Chinese mathematicians in mainland, in Taiwen, and
abroad. The mathematicians’ works and achievement,catalogs of
treaties and books, their experiences in studying and teaching
maths, and their families and hobbies are truly introduced and
vividly described in the book. Most writers of the book are either
relative to the mathematicians introduced in the book ,or special-
ists in mathematics. Their close relationship with the mathemati-
cians makes the book authoritatl&lve,valuable in history,and valu-
able for study and collection. The establishment, development
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and achievements of modern Chinese maths shown in the book
will enable the Chinese mathematicians to be known by the col-
leagues on both sides of the straits and in other countries,espe-
cially by those in different branches of the field,and thus to ex-
change ideas,and to cooperate with each other.

The book is also good for young people,especially for those
who have special interest in maths. Through many life stories of
the successful Chinese mathematicians, the book has got good ex-
amples for the young in learning,studying and behaving. It may
also make them know more about patriotism.

Our chief editor is Cheng Minde (Professor,Beijing Univer-
sity; Mathematical and Physical Academician of the Chinese
Academy of Science). Our honorary editors are Professors Su
Buging and Jiang Zehan. Our honorary consultant is Professor S.
S. Chern. The committee of editors is composed of specialists in
maths, and history in maths, from many parts of the country.
There are about 35 biographies with about 400, 000 words in

each volume.



