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TALKING ABOUT ANHUI

ANCIENT ARCHITECTURE
(SUBSTITUTION FOR PREFACE)

Anhui, well-endowed and gathering of talents, is
divided by two rivers — Changjiang and Huaihe. As a
convergent point of cultural transmission of South and
North China, Anhui has brilliant architectural arts,
which occupies an important place in traditional archi-
tecture of China.

Huizhou civilian residences enjoy priority in Anhui
ancient architecture. It is said that if you want to ac-
quaint yourself with royal lives in the Ming-Qing Dynas-
ties, go to Beijing; with the lives of common people in
the Ming-Qing Dynasties, come to Huizhou. Some peo-
ple even say that you cannot fully appreciate the history
of the Ming Dynasty without reading about Huizhou ar-
chitecture first. In this book, considerable space is de-
voted to describing Huizhou architectural buildings dur-
ing the Ming and Qing Dynasties such as Hus’ Ances-
tral Hall in Jixi, the Baolun Tower, the Xuguo Memori-
al Archway, the Tangyue Archways, the Qiankou An-
cient Residences, Chengkan, Xidi and Hongeun etc. ,
which are typical of clan halls, memorial archways and
residences — three architectural masterpieces of Hui-
zhou. In the meantime we intend to reflect Huizhou ar-
chitectural culture from different angles such as
Yuliang, a trading port formerly used by Huizhou busi-
nessmen; the Ancient Tunxi Street, an ancient business
quarter; Doushan Street in Shexian County, the Zhush-
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an Academy of Classical Leérning, the Ancient Stage of
Yuging Ancestral Hall and so on.

In the feudal society of China, the most important
buildings were imperial palaces, altars, temples and
mausoleums. In the history of Anhui, there were two
kings from Huainan — Liuchang and Livan; Cao Cao,
the founder of the We: State; Zhu Wen, the founder of
the Later Liang Dynasty; Yang Xingmi, the founder of
the Kingdom Wu; and Zhu Yuanzhang, the founder of
the Ming Dynasty. Yuan Shu once founded his capital
in Shouxian County while Yang Xingmi made Mt.
Dashu in Hefei his imperial palace for short stays away
from the capital. However, the broadest in scale was
Fengyang, the Former Royal Capital of the Ming Dy-
nasty, whose former splendor can be seen from crum-
bling walls and ruined buildings of the former royal capi-
tal palaces, the Drum Building and the Longxing Tem-
ple.

Part of Anhui ancient architecture are religious
buildings. The Jiuhua Mountain is one of the four well-
known shrines of Buddhism in China. As early as in the
fifth year of Longan of the Jin Dynasty (401 A.D.),
Huai Du, a monk from India, set up the first temple on
the mountain. In the Tang Dynasty (719 A.D.), a
royal kinsman of the ancient Xinluo State (present Ko-
rea) named Jin Qiacjue (Chinese transliteration) went
to China by sea and settled down in Mt. Jivhua. Be-
cause he dedicated his whole life to the research of Di-
zang Scripture, his followers regarded him as the rein-
carnation of Dizang Buddha (the God of Earth), and
called him Buddha Jin Dizang. From then on, the tem-
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ples of Mt. Jiuhua mainly enshrine and worship Dizang
Buddha, which thereby has laid the foundation of Mt.
Jiuhua as one of the four holy places of Buddhism in
China. The Huacheng Temple, the Roushen (Human
Body) Palace, the Dizang Buddhist Temple, the Qiyuan
Temple and the Baisui (Hundred Year) Palace present-
ed in this book are the cream of nearly one hundred
Buddhist temples and convents on Jivhua Mountain.
When the emperor Wudi in the North Zhou Dynasty
massacred buddhists, Huike, the Second Zen and Can,
the Third Zen moved about secretly in Mt. Sikong
(now in Yuexi County) and Qianshan County in Anhui
Province. The Shangu Temple (also named Sanzu Tem-
ple) located in Qianshan County is where Can, the
Third Zen, raised an altar, built a temple and later died
standing under a big tree before it. Thereafter the tem-
ple is well known all over the county and many people
go on a pilgrimage here in succession. From the existing
19 pagodas built in the Song Dynasty in Anhui like the
Twin-Pagoda in the Guangjiao Temple in Xuanzhou,
the Wanfo Pagoda in Mengcheng County, the Chan-
gqingsi Pagoda in Shexian County, and the Daguan Pa-
goda and Xiaofang Pagoda in Jingxian mentioned in this
book, we can see these pagodas are treated carefully in
the construction of details and varied in form and style.
[t is hard to find two identical pagodas.

The Huaihe River Basin is the source of Tacism.
Early in the Han Dynasty, a book came out entitled
“Huainan Zi”, incorporating the strong points of various
schools of Taoism, which was the basis on which Taoist
architecture developed. Bozhou, the hometown of Laozi
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(the founder of Taoism), was called a Fairy Village. In
the Tang Dynasty the emperor Gaozong Lizhi addressed
Laozi respectfully “the Great Supreme Emperor”. At
that time, Laozi Temple in Bozhou was the national
Taoist sacrificial center. Today Bozhou still preserves
the Daode Palace. The Qiyun Mountain situated in
South Anhui is classified into one of the four well-
known shrines of Taoism. The Yuehua Street presented
in this book is a representative of Taoist architecture.
Anhui abounds in heroes and outstanding figures.
Temples and pagodas in honor of them constitute a
bright prospect of Anhui ancient architecture. Rulers of
past ages attached importance to moral education, advo-
cated loyalty, filial piety, chastity and righteousness and
normalized human relations by setting up ancestral
halls, offering sacrifices to heroes of ancient times.
These buildings are the Yuwang Palace (The King Yu
Palace) in praise of his deeds; the Guanbao Memorial
Temple in honor of the friendship between Guan Zhong
and Bao Shuya; the Memorial Hall of King Ba, where
Xiang Yu, overlord of Western Chu, killed himself after
defeated; the Huazu Monastery, famous master doctor
Hua Tuo’s former residence; the Ancestral Hall of Lord
Tao, where Tao Yuanming, the great poet and calligra-
pher, planted chrysanthemum; the Memorial Temple of
Lord Bao, in honor of Bao Zheng, an honest and up-
right official; the Memorial Hall of Lord Mi, where Mi
Fu, the great calligrapher and painter, drew pictures
with his brush. What is noteworthy is a series of build-
ings in memory of Li Bai, who traveled across Anhui
and left a lot of poems about Anhui landscapes after he
4



died in Dangtu County in the first year of Baoying of the
Tang Dynasty. Later buildings of various kinds were es-
tablished in Anhui in his honor, some of which are
based on anecdotes about him, such as Dixian Building
and Zuoyue Building in Caishiji, the Wusongshan Taibai
Hall in Tongling, the Taibai Building in Shexian Coun-
ty, the Sikong Shan in Yuexi and the Taibai Hall on
Mit. Jivhua in Qingyang County, the Li Bai Tomb and
[Li Bai Hall in Dangtu County, the Li 3ai Tomb (con-
taining his personal effects of the deceased) in Ma’ ans-
han City; some of the structures are based on Li Bai’s
poems like the Tageon Pavilion in Jingxian County, the
Yanxi Terrace in Dangshan County, the Taibai Fishing
Terrace in Guichi, Mt. Jinting in Xuanzhou and the
Stone Gate in Dangtu County. Some buildings were
erected with no proof to be found. A poet has exerted
such an influcnce on architecture that it becomes a Li
Bai Phenomenon in the history of Anhui architecture.

In the end, I’ d like to summarize characteristics
and value of Anhui ancient architecture.

First, on account of its special geographic position,
the architectural style of Anhui is mixed up with those
of South and North China, which is displayed in many
ancient structures over the province such as the Wanfo
Pagoda in Mengcheng, the Changgingsi Pagoda in
Shexian County, the Huaxi Mansion in Bozhou and the
Taihe Wen Temple etc. , we should pay more attention
to these buildings when we appreciate them.

Second, Anhui traditional architecture reveals
strong regionalism. Anhui bred and spread Chu Cul-
ture, Wuyue Culture, Huainan-Huaibei Culture, Jian
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An Culture, Tongcheng Culture and Huizhou Mercha-
nts Culture. As cultural carriers, Anhui ancient archi-
tecture displays their style and lingering charm vividly.

Third, the fact that Anhui ancient architecture has
merged into a complete organic whole means that there
is no missing link and the development course is clearly
shown in Anhui architecture of past ages, that there are
great varieties of buildings ranging from imperial palac-
es, mausoleums, Confucious, Buddhist and Taoist tem-
ples to residences of ordinary people, which is rare in
other provinces of China.

Fourth, in the legacy of Anhui ancient architec-
ture, what is unique and rare are those structures for
military purposes. Owing to its special geographic loca-
tion, Anhui used to form the boundary between two op-
posing powers in history. Frequent warfare laid stress
on the construction of such defensive structures as
walls, towers and tunnels. Ancient walls in Shouxian
County are the sole ones of the Song Dynasty style built
in 1219. The military tunnel in Bozhou City is said to
be the secret underpass for Cao Cao to deploy army forc-
es. The tunnels in Bozhou provides a rare historic proof.
The Hefei Archer-Training Terrace, built in the period
of the Three Kingdoms, was intended for soldiers to
shoot arrows against the navy of East Wu State, which
is another rare high structure for military purpose.

Finally, if you are interested in the Anhui Ancient
Architecture, come to visit Anhui. Anhui extends a

warm welcome to you to visit her beautiful land.



% 350 a8y, LTS UPUUPO O PSPPSR (1)
[207 - 1SR OO P SR (4)
S L e eeeerrrreereerrerannarran et (6)
&B&%jg ................................................... (9)
BT e (11)
BHETTIEEERE ovverrrenrrnarennenirerrne (13)
mﬁﬁgﬁ ............................................. (16)
ERFFBAREREL veeverremerrmmemmrmenreneiiinne e (19)
BBERIGEEE e (22)
S (25)
ﬁﬂ%ﬁ ................................................ (28)
o0 e - IR R T P o (31)
HIIRBHT oooveeerrmrsreieeennrnienieeesnaeaneeesns (34)
FRIRTEE crorrrreerraremrecnenionioniniie e, (37)
Eﬁﬁ%?ﬁ@ﬁﬁ .................................... (40)
QZN ...................................................... (44)
ﬁﬁmﬁ, ................................................ (47)
Eiﬁfﬁ ................................................... (50)
BEREEIREG o (53)
Ui R (56)
ﬂﬁﬁﬁ)ﬁ( ................................................ (59)
ﬁ;'g ................................................... (62)
%%E&l ................................................... (65)
}&Eﬂ# ................................................... (68)
jﬁ}”ﬁﬁfi%‘%ﬁj .......................................... (71)
s e ;i D= T g N (74)



j(fffﬁ[] _@jﬁaﬂ%@ﬁ .............................. b

P B RS coeeveremnrmrenne e (79)
BRIAE I EBEE e (82)
i%% ................................................... (85)
e PP (87)
KTE IS B /NS v (90)
BIPERBHAE v (93)
FER ST cerevrnnrrrenrn e, (96)
';ﬁ/[_\\?ﬂ ................................................... (99)
j(ll:_”% ................................................... (102)
%Em‘ ................................................... (105)
N (108)
’fﬁ?ﬁﬁ? ................................................... (110)
Efﬁj ................................................... (112)
D A I LT T VS (115)
ﬂa#_ﬁ%mi% ....................................... (117)
fﬁﬂ;% ................................................... (120)
%;ﬁg ................................................... (123)
zfggg,”“%“ ................................................... (126)
Hﬁjyjﬁj‘cﬁ ................................................ (129)
m,@#&ﬁﬁ% ....................................... (132)
BAF ADANEF - ccrvrrernreririeni. (135)
ﬁgé ................................................... (138)
b1 = g e O (141)
EEE’ ................................................... (144)
%*%ﬁ%iﬂli}ﬁi .......................................... (147)
Eﬂ;%% ................................................... (150)
@]*%{Sﬁ% ............................................. (153)
j/E}\{‘# ................................................... (155)
FE L IREE oo (158)
ﬁ%;{%ﬁ.# ............................................. (161)



