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international and national, ladies and gentlemen .

Good morning.

It is my honor and great pleasure to welcome all of you to the In-
ternational Seminar on NGO Cooperation in China.

It was in 1984, UNDP assisted CICETE (China International
Center {or Economic and Technical Exchange) in establishing a
NGO section, which is the previous incarnation of the China As-
sociation for NGO Cooperation (CANGQO). CANGO has the ob-
jective to promote NGO activities and cooperation in China. The
non-profit and non-governmental sector in China has shown sig-
nificant growth during the past decade. Since its establishment,
CANGO has been playing an active role in promoting the devel-
opment of the non-profit sector as well as the cooperation be-
tween international and national NGOs.

There are three key actors in the modern society: the state,
which is represented by the Government, the market, which is
represented by the business sector, and civil society, in which
non-profit, voluntary and non-governmental organizations play
an important role.

Why should UNDP globally and in China specifically promote ac-
tivities of and cooperation with NGOs? There are four reasons:
First, over the past decade, there has been increasing recognition
of the role played by organizations of civil society like NGOs ev-
erywhere in the world, including China in advancing a develop-
ment agenda, which is people-centered and environmentally sus-
tainable.

Secondly, it is widely acknowledged that the role of the state is
changing away from being a big and sometimes sole player in de-
velopment to being a rule makers and monitor of development.
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