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PREFACE TO ENGLISH-CHINESE EDITION

The International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage (ICID) is established as<a Scien-
tific and Non—Governmental Organization dedicated itself, inter alia, to improving water and
land management to increase the world—wide supply of food and clothing. Since its establish-
ment in the year of 1950, ntore than 80 national committees have joined in it. Various productive
and efficient activitives have been advanced for the said purpose over thirty years, in which the
publishing of the Multilingual Technical Dictionary on Irrigation and ‘Drainage was the major
one. ‘

~ This present dictionary is based on the Dictionary in English and French published by ICID
in 1967, which, together with its supplement issued in 1980, comprises approximately a total
of 12,000 terms with definitions almost embracing the whole field concerned with water resources
development. The Dictionary has been reproduced and published in Parsi, German. Greek.
Portuguese, Spanish, Turkish. Russian, Hungarian, Arabic, Hindi and Japanese. The
present " dictionary,  the Dictionary in English—Chinese version with French and Japanese
indexes, is now edited, translated and published by the Chinese National Committee on Irriga-
tion and Drainage (CNCID) . Since similar dictionaries in other languages containing the same
corresponding reference numbers as in the basic version, it was adopted the same system. It is
therefore convenient for the use of the readers in other languages. Hence, I would rather call it as
the Muitilingual Dictionary on water resources. It will be indeed a valuable reference book for the
persons specialized in water resources and / or related technical fields.

The principal objectives of the CNCID, in joining in the ICID, are to exchange technical
information.. and to increase the understanding and cooperation between experts and scientists in
China and other countries. As a Chinese saying, a workman must first sharpen his tools if he is
to do his work well. The Dictionary should be such a tool to surmount obstacles of languages in
the technical exchange in the field concerned with water resources. I think that the publishing of
this Dictionary is one of the most important accomplishment of CNCID since it joined in ICID in
1983, ”

I would like to take this opportunity to express my profound respect to my close friend, Mr.
K.K. Framji, Secretary—General of ICID. for his consistent efforts to promote CNCID’s join-
ing in ICID, and to encourage the publishing of the Dictionary in English—Chinese version.

1 would also like to express my sincere appreciation of all persons and institutions concerned

in the country for their valuable support to the publishing of the Dictionary.

Lou Puli

Chairman,
Beijing, China Chinese National Committee
April, 11988 on Irrigation and Drainage
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