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Summary of Reading/Writing Skills

Chapter Reading Skills Writing Skills
one » guessing meaning from context: General Theme: Your Neighborhood
definitions after be * paragraph form
* making inferences (“guesses”) » basic punctuation and capitalization
* following directions * writing a paragraph about oneself
* categorizing » introduction to editing one’s own
writing (correct punctuation)
* introduction to journal writing
two * identifying the main topic of areading ~ General Theme: The Future
* guessing meaning from context: * writing about future plans
definitions in parentheses * editing for proper use of be + going to
* making inferences '
* following directions
* understanding the suffix -able
three * identifying the main idea General Theme: Sharing Likes and
* guessing meaning from context: using Dislikes
pictures * using the simple present tense
* understanding pronoun reference * writing personal information
* dictionary use: alphabetizing » editing for specific details
four * identifying the main idea General Theme: Resolutions and Advice
* guessing meaning from context: using * using the modals should and will
examples * editing for proper use of modals
* finding details
* dictionary use: guide words
* categorizing
five ¢ identifying main ideas General Theme: Relationships
* guessing meaning from context: * using prepositions
explanation after in other words * writing a story
* reading in phrases * learning to rewrite
* recognizing similar and different words
six * identifying the main idea (of each General Theme: The Past

paragraph)

guessing meaning from context: using
examples after and other
understanding quotation marks
understanding possessive adjectives

¢ present vs. past tense

* interviewing a person about the past
 writing about the past

* editing for -5 and -ed endings

Summary of Reading/Writing Skills



Chapter Reading Skills Writing Skills
seven * identifying the main idea (of each General Theme: Work Experience
paragraph) * using the past continuous tense
* guessing meaning from context: * writing about your work experience
information after a colon * editing for subject and verb (complete
* accepting some amount of uncertainty sentences)
* making inferences
* understanding the suffix -less
* categorizing
eight * identifying main ideas General Theme: Writing Recipes
* guessing meaning from context: ¢ directives (imperative form)
opposites * writing and sharing a recipe
* making inferences * editing for proper use of commands
* understanding paragraph organization
nine * identifying main ideas General Theme: Describing a Vacation
* identifying supporting details * using notes
* making inferences * using your senses to write
* recognizing similar, different, and * writing a letter about a vacation
opposite words * using notes and rewriting
ten * identifying main ideas and supporting General Theme: A Personal Essay

details

guessing meaning from context: review
making inferences

putting actions in chronological order
outlining (idea mapping) and notetaking

* rewriting and reading

* making pre-writing notes

* comparing your past and present
experiences

* checking for mistakes

Summary of Reading/Writing Skills
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Neighborhoods.
Cities, and Towns

You will read about some problems in
very big cities. You will also read about a
student’s neighborhood, and you will write ’
about your neigborhood.




Monster Cities B

W s R A
« "~ Before You Read

Getting Started

Look at this picture.

1. Is this city large or small? Is it nice?
2. What is the problem with this city?

Mosaic Access * Reading/Writing



Read “Monster Cities.” There are new words, but don‘t use a
dictionary.

ia@ Monster Cities

A A re big cities wonderful places? Are they terrible? There are different
ideas about this. William H. Whyte writes books about cities. He is happy
in a crowded city. He loves busy streetsﬂf_\‘many stores and many peo-
ple. He likes the life in city parks and restaurants?

B Many people don't like big cities. They see the large population of
cities, and they are afraid. Many cities are growing very fast. They are
“monster” cities. (A monster is a big, terrible thing.) In some countries,
there aren't jobs in small towns. People go to cities to work; 300,000 peo-
ple go to Sao Paulo! Brazil, every year. These cities are megalopolisest A
megalopolis is a very large city. But now there is a new word in English—
megacity! A megacity is a very, very large city. Mexico City®is a megacity
with a population of more than 20,000,000. Tokyo-Yokohama®is another
megacity, with almost 30,000,000 people.

c There are problems in all cities. There are big problems in a megalopo-
lis or megacity. In U.S. cities, there are many people with no jobs and no
homes. The air is dirty. There are too many cars. A terrible problem is
crime. Many people are afraid of Grime.

D Population dgzn_sity“isa big problem in megacities. Density is the num-
ber of people in every square mile. In Seoul*South Korea)'there are 45,953
people in every square mile. Is this crowded? Yes! But in Teheran)’Iran’
there are 79,594 in every square mile. Do you think William H. Whyte likes
Hong Kong? The population density there is 247,004!"

Chapter One * Neighborhoods, Cities, and Towns 3




After You Read

Main ldeas

exercise Q " Circle the letters.

1. “Monster Cities” is about

a. William H. Whyte.
b. the number of people in American cities.
c. the number of people in some very big cities.

2. Mexico City, Teheran, and Hong Kong are three

a. small cities.
b. very big, crowded cities.
c. cities with no crime or dirty air.

New Words

It is not always necessary to use a dictionary to _ﬂnﬁ
new word. Sometimes the meaning of a new word is
or tm in the sentence.

axample Population is the number of people in a
What is population? the number of peop le

exercise Answer the questions.
1. A monster is a big, terrible thing.

What is a monster?

2. A megacity is a very, very large city.
What is a megacity?

3. Density is the number of people in every square mile.

What is density?

q Mosaic Access ¢ Reading/Writing



