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The designer conceived his idea upon seeing this huge rock.

Monument on the 40-Degree North Latitude

The Oga Peninsula is full of natural scenic
places from hot springs and mountains to
the coastline with many strange stones
such as the Byobu Stone and the Kujaku
Cave. Since it was designated as a semina—
tional park in 1973, it has been an
important touristic spot together with the
Lake Tazawa in Akita prefecture. Nyudoh—
zaki at the northern most point of he Oga
Peninsula is an only place which crosses
with 40—-degree line by the north latitude as
a part of Japanese land.

The objective of this plan was to create a
symbol of a monument on the 40-degree
north latitude at Nyudohzaki and to

activate the tourism around the Oga Peninsula.

Nyudohzaki rapidly changes its appear—
ance according to the season and weather.
when 1 visited for the first time, a strong
wind was blowing and 1 could not even
open the door of a car. The rain here does
not come down from overhead but it is
blown up from the sea along the cliff. An
umbrella is of no use. Pine trees by the
parking lot have been exposed to the wind

and snow for a long time and become twisted.

The concept planned on the desk in Tokyo
was blown off by its large—scale landscape.
One day, after many visits, the weather was
unusually fine. The sea of Japan was seen
beyond the fog. And the sheer cliff of
Nyudozakiki gently melted into the sea. In
such a harsh environment as pine trees
become twisted only the lawn peacefully
covered the earth. The monument has to
be in such a form as to be harmonized

with the nature which is the top attraction
of the area on the 40—degree north latitude
where the heaven, the earth, the sea and
the human beings intercross each other.
Even if the concept is drawn beautifully on
the paper, it has no value unless it matches

the actual environment. If it is in the
museum that the sculptures are placed,
each of the forms can represent a com—
pleted value and can be the objects to be
evaluated independently.
However, in the field of landscape that we
are engaged in, forms do not necessarily
hold a completed value in itself. We must
see how a new sight is created through the
relation between the object, man and
space where it is placed.
What is needed and what is not, what kind
of time has passed in the area, and what
meaning the space has to people---
Without certain reflection on myself regard-
ing such interpretations of the time and the
space as well as expectations for them, it
would be shameful to attempt to create
something. I did not change my attitude to
ask the site and wait until it gives an answer.
I walked in the mountains looking for Oga
stones, products of the area, for several
days. One day 1 was taken to the specially
preserved large stone by the owner of the
mountain. It was almost a miracle to be
able to encounter with such a great
material. I had an intuition that | only
follow the power or the stone.
Then, the concept was drawn as follows.
The giant stone is not a mere symbol of
the 40-degree north latitude, but the
creation aims to bring a new life into the
landscape. inspiring the play of the earth
and the stone, pointing further to the
Great Bear in the sky high above, provid—
ing many people with the joy of living and
the blessing of nature, and bringing eternal
peace on the land.

Makoto Yoshida, director

Art Planning Studio Co.
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