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CHRONOLOGY

356 BC

338 BC

336 BC

335 BC

334 BC

334-3BC

333 BC
332BC
332-1 BC

331 BC
330 BC

Birth of Alexander the Great in
Macedonia

King Philip Il of Macedonia defeats
allied Greek armies at Chaironeia
First invasion of Asia; King Philip
assassinated at Aigai; accession of
Alexander to the Macedonian throne
Alexander’s campaigns in Thrace and
Illyria; the destruction of Thebes
Alexander begins his invasion of the
Persian Empire; the Battle of the
Granicus river; the sieges of Miletus and
Halicarnassus

Conquest of southern Asia Minor; visit
to Gordion near Ankara

The Battle of Issus

The siege and capture of Tyre and Gaza
Alexander conquers Egypt, founds
Alexandria, and visits the Oracle of
Ammon at the Siwah Qasis

The Battle of Gaugamela

The burning of Persepolis; death of the
Persian Great King Darius IlI; murders
of Philotas and Parmenio



329-8 BC

327 BC

326-5 BC

325 BC
324 BC

323 BC

Chronology

Campaigns in Bactria and Sogdiana; the

' capture of Bessus; the murder of

Cleitus; the Royal Pages’ Conspiracy;
the arrest of Callisthenes; the revolt and
death of Spitamenes

Alexander marries Rhoxane; the
invasion of India

The Battle of the Hydaspes against
Porus; the mutiny on the Hyphasis
river; the voyage down the Indus; the
campaign against the Malli

The march across the Gedrosian desert
The mass marriage at Susa; the mutiny
at Opis; the death of Hephaistion

The death of Alexander the Great at
Babylon
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1. Head of Alexander from Macedonia, ¢. 300

270 BC (Pella Archaeological Museum inv.
no. GL 15. Photo: TAP Service)
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3. Head of Alexander the Great,
after fourth century AD (British
Museum, London/ Bridgemm Art
Library, London)

2. Alexander the Great, portrait
head, third century BC, Greek
(marble) (Louvre, Paris,

France/ Giraudon/Bridgeman
Art Libiary, London)




4. General view of the Sanctuary of Nymphs at Mieza, Macedonia, said to be the school of

Aristotle where Alexander studied as a boy (author’s photograph)

5. General view of the plain of Issus, the site of Alexander’s second battle against the
Persian army (author’s photogﬁph) B .
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6. The Alexander Mosaic from the House of the Faun, Pompcii, probably %,v.ﬁ::m Great King Darius mnﬁsm

Alexander during the Battle of g Based

ona Greek painting of ¢. 330 BC (Katz Pictures Limited) e
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7. Silver tetradrachm minted by King Lysimachus of Thrace depicting Alexander wearing
the ram’s horns of Zeus— Ammon, ¢. 297-281 BC (London, British Museum. Photo:
Hirmer 13.0580V)



8. Detail ot Alexander wearing the lion’s skin of Herakles on the Alexander Sarcophagus
from the royal necropolis of Sidon, Phoenicia, c. 320-310 BC (Istanbul, Archacological
Museum 370. Photo: Hirmer 571 .2088)



9. Silver tetradrachm of
King Ptolemy I of Egypt
depicting Alexander
wearing an elephant scalp
headdress, c. 315-305 BC
(Switzerland, Hess/Leu
Sale catalogue 15.4.1957,
313. Photo: Hirmer
15.0797V)

10. Hypothetical
reconstruction of
Alexander’s funeral
carriage by Stella
Miller-Collett. Original
323-321 BC (From
Andrew Stewart, Faces
of Power: Alexander’s Image
and Hellenistic Politics
. (University of

California Press, 1993),

BL75. Courtesy of




12. Idcalised head of Alexander
from Dresden. Roman copy based
on a Greek original of c. 338330
BC (Sculpturensammlung ZV-476
(H 174). Photo: Staatlicke

Kunssaibiige Driden) |

11. Gold medallion from Aboukir
in Egypt depicting the idealised
Alexander, ¢. 230-250 AD
(Baltimore, Walters Art Galiery
inv, no. 59.1 Photo: Museum)




TP W N

CONTENTS

Chronology

Map

INTRODUCTION AND SOURCES
THE EARLY YEARS

DEFEAT OF THE PERSIAN EMPIRE
THE FRONTIER BEYOND

RETURN AND DEATH
ALEXANDER'’S PERSONALITY
EPILOGUE: ALEXANDER’S LEGACY
Bibliography

23
51
77
89
95
103



