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Chapter 1
The March Sisters

I t was Christmas Eve and a warm fire was burning
in the March home. The four March sisters

werewaiting for their mother to arrive.

“I hope she gets here soon, ” said Jo. “She’s been
gone nearly all day. ”

“I wish Father were going to be here, ” Beth said
in a shaky voice.

Mr. March was a chaplain for the soldiers fight-
ing the American Civil War. He had gone to stay in
the soldiers’ camp. There, he held church services
for them each morning. He also led the men in their

prayers before the battles began.
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Because of the war, the girls’ mother decided not
to buy Christmas gifts. She felt that it was wrong to
spend money on gifts while so many were suffering.
Instead, she gave each of her daughters a dollar to
spend as she wished. All the girls decided to use the
money to buy their mother a gift.

The girls sat talking as they waited for their
mother. They were excited about the gifts they had

bought for her.

“Ican’t wait until she opens her presents
tomorrow, ~ said Amy excitedly.

“Shh!” whispered Meg, who was the oldest,
“here she comes. ”
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Just then, a tall, attractive woman entered the
room. She was dressed in plain clothing but she
looked important. The girls all rushed to her and
helped her remove her coat. They offered her a seat
near the fire and then seated themselves in the floor.

“We’re so glad you're finally home, Marmee, ”
said Jo.
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