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2>Not s @ wirne | bt a frajor winngr,  Ard Fallbach
won Iy by leming Zurich anchiinset Erost Gisal build its rew
town hall. And T is just the sarie ag winning the, lottary
it takes Nme for {1 to glnk in and o be reatly plessed,
Winning afsp means stress, sspegiatly if the player never
veally believed in hig fuck

But why be pleased abowt a jown hall, sbout 5 aol—-
lection of official reoms, intended only w rske sdminis—
tering the individus! citlaenm even smoothars Can g towe hall
be anything at -l mere than a1 bgrne for all the official
panoply of th—for—iat responses It can indsad, i you make.
it into a piece of the town, ¥ gecd plece of the wwn . .

Ermst Bigal’x town hall for Falltech is one of the very
fow Putidings that make one enthuse .sbom thie sown, Like
Stirling "s Meus Stastsgalecie it invites you 19 linger—ewn
without 5 reason, in fhe Slultgart musewn you g anracted
by terrages, rarnps amd an gpen rownds, wheoess. in e
Felibagh building there s a sense of @ swrong saetion that
will draww the bl inty the {ner gountyard of the complex.
A bit Wefianw—this is what Gisgl himse!f says abon the
atmesphare there, and he is fight,

The wberr quality of the new town all comssgonds

EOHHNMNE, WMEMEMT.
REFTRTHETERUE N REORASER
BRYUBERFLOEBHHEHNMNRIHEBIER,
BRBHEAER? PEHY, THRRASHTE
MED BT TS, — BRI, — M ERE
PN En e EE, EREERS Rk
RREATTHT HL, B-ERBPERFAR X
B (One Moller) 333485 © SHEXS " — &R
A TRERDELETRBRINERMNR SR,
BEFTTRTE—HERRENRRTETER
& BELBLE. RMHAFTHEAELS. HMEBRR
7 S S A IR S R
EENT - BEERSRITHTFER EHFSR)
BEWT - BEESTEANY. ¥ NFEEe
ZEREHTFRAYTIALNEL T, hREANE
BENRITHEEIRR S —, BTN - 5
FHi (Thomas Dix] %3, ARGEMRERTHRAE
B,

vpith the quality of the detailed schitectura) soluions end
thee care with whidh Gisel davaied himsalf to the architie—
nial dasign i fthe interio, :

Art W the building? There is that i, Gisel hirmsalf
dpsigned the faoptein fir the faket—place. Tecade. architec—
e on a gnall seals, 3 gave with solumes through which
the watar -showdy rues. I the inber counyerl, i ahe town hall
gauare, s a 2Survivel Hepd<< by Zurich soulpter Otto M
Qlter—a sgbar frpnixrent Wl corespands prociaely with the.
gonfiden, b, modest. charaster of the bilding.

The new town hafl s a faivly perfecr pisce of athi—
tectue znd Whan ant, roticen as 4 while, mosu mrental in
detail, like for sxarriple the solhire swoctue i6 the ineer
eourtgad <

{Christiar Marguart writing o the bocasion of the
apening of e town fall)

Cheistian Margorr siudied politicsl sefences, socioly
ard] history and' then woeked in T flald of trben tesearch
atid wian plenning, He s row one of the teuding Geran
archiveirs and design gitles Far photographier Thoroas Dix
this is His faurth eppearance in the Qpus series,
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FREH —IXEEEASHNENERBLES
A CERERR. BREHNBIGHE/LFEINT
S AHEANER, BESATE. RV
k CEERK (EMEER Baden—wurtternberg FKHIH
HRENZ—) R AR YRR, BN
SHhFARR. LEIHTARRREE. AN
MTAHLEBRICERENE BHERREHE
L EMEMAEMAEHHAER, —FEEAENE
H—HBTEEAXE, REEFHNNGRTH
ABCAMREEMEHIT T ERFERE. EBAIRS 72

RYPHERMNBROTG FEEBHELTHES.
HEEIEBA, CEREBHRIRANBEY - SHR0RT
FERERE . FEEE - SR (James Stirling) FEHNA
HHR 04518 1 A9 Newe Staatsgalerie X297 R —RTHA.
1&3661398'9“6—# EAMBIRAEAINERE AL
#REHHHETRE T BAE NGBS
—Aiﬁi‘%ﬁﬂ’] WiTi% 1T Sraatsgalerie, AT MICATEI Y
h A 20 th4g S0 SRR A R bR k. R A BN /2
B TE_REFAMNBR I FRAT RIS AE
FaRtme, BREFEGERENERL.
HEMBENERERE FZ|ERTESHHT
EER, AN ABEENXREF . EMNETHERL
RSB ANMTERRFEE TARAER, tbing, M
E MR MR BREE EATEMNBILEE . ERLIL K.
TSN RELENY THFENERER2E, B
PELAZE—HER. BNEDACEY iR X
MIBHRABEE T —FHAE—BNE LS BM
LB LEMNREMNNFHIBECLRT RBF AL
kz B, BEOMEMNE, AETNS K. PO
Ez N2 REE5 LRBALEEE, BRHTZRX
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MR A MMEH R, EHEA,

Cauneil—ragm bgildjng from the View alang the south wing from the

north—east, 1own—hall sourtyard 1o fhe maket placs,
MABHEAAL R X TR RRE
Hrwa,

Butwesn urtban quality and necn Bisdermaier

When is a village » villager What rrakes 2 town a
towry And what migkes & village 2 townz Gver the past Taw
decades, seuntless small towns angd wvillage alfectstt by
sxpargding oltfex have had 10 address: these questions, Their
idaritities and ingividual himeries se el stake in the face of
thase ‘burgeoning .conurbptions, s -industrial parks and sub—
whan developments corme gioss and closer 1o the Towns and
¥illage. The >>pelts of far<< sound dyamie merepolises
wo beconing increasingly densely popleted and Traerfinkeg,
& that the surounding countryside. is being swalfowed up,
But what js heing erasted o8 5 result of this s nor usually
a mew wrhan quelity, but merely new mgnifestations. of
provincialigm.

The citlzens of the south—wast Garnan 1wn of Fallbach
have alse had 1o come fo grips with these developrments,
Fellpach is—almasi—a town like .any ‘cther, soma tens of
theusends of inhabitants, quite @ Tor of indusiry . Os agri—

View along the north wing from the
frankan place into the town—hall courtyerd.

cultre having lorg been i declite {even I it is sl one
of the Mggest vine—growing pleses in Bedern—wuritermbeng ) |
rexde us of 8 jumble of soeller comemrities, e Townscapa
incorspiouous | with few stiiking feaifes. So why shoudd
one talk sbotn Felloachy The reason is thit Fallbagh bs. in fert
rot a twn (ks any other . A importan, giede of Eugopear
architecture gy bean built hers, Sespive seripus birth Pangs
caused by local palitics &t the outset, ut ascompmmisd by
Tivaly interest fram experts avmorg fhe pblle. the sown hall,
A tare stecke of lugk, Bt ho caincidence. 1t wes huilt w a
depipn by Bwiss architest Ernst Gisel, &t abour thy semp
tirrte A Jarres Stirling & Neoe Stastageleria in reasy Stattgart,
Jugt lika the Stapsoalerie—though under differemt conditions
where segle is corcermed—Fallbash 's 1own hall demonstrates
how erehiterrg crestas a town, By désigning fhe Stamasgaierie,
Sricling saved the eiry of Smmgen from itgel? in the
elginies. = Swgogan had sxperienced a ratfer inglorious
plaming history fallowing sthe Sesend World War and Ttg
dovastations, Town of Fellbach g wensa of ideruity.

|- R E2l

There are many possible answers to the questicn of
where the £ssence of & willage or tawn lies, They wall
cartainly, in the eotext of Furopean cultsal history, have jo
ke farmulated differertly: froen the waay in which ihey are

looked &, for exasmple, from ihe pioneering perspective of

Asrerica’or of Asia where, over the last igw decades,

unprecadeniedly dynsmic developmeniis have superitrposad
thernselves tpon e siong existing tradifions. But that is ot
the only point. Ever since everyone has hed =0 spipioximste
notien of what the temv 2 aglobel village<< might reen, and
gever sinog the latest mews sbout sverything snd hathing bes
beserne universally available the gquestion of the differsnce
bebween Yown anef village, betweeny meticpalis and courtrside,
‘between cemife and periphery  hss thwaatensd ¢ beeotme
somewhat fsolish. The imforimation sotiety hes by now
becorme crepigedsent, Hteimationsl and Frultitultdel, The globd!
willage operatas roind the olodk, Thatks, 1o mOGET caiem—
nications Teckrology your e Smdownitririd gt i Ihe
roiddle. even o the fanhasi—{lung tumip Tald.
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Meial views of the foyer on the
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AMNERBRF AR AR R AR R LT R
BHEEMNRE., ANFETEHNEEL, ASFES
B AGROEARSEZTFUNWANMLIRIT. RE
B FRESALTRIRR ], thiRE - B URER—T,
fhth ZRWIH) B E A AAE - FET X e SR E
FEHRERRE. EXIREST. BRI
WAL EMRAE SAESE—ERAXN, fxX M
A9 DU BB A B AR AR B BRI S AR T IE Bk
HEAE—TRTIARBHBERE, SR HHEE
IR, MYERFRHBLEHERRUAFREINFTL
AR D WBHFN. AIBBRIMERNZ AT WA, §
£ ORME BRALAN. RZKIERN. BET B
EXE—FE O TR E R RS — T E R, AR
MNASHILEFER, MOZHURRE, UFEHR
EREGTEAFTIESHRRERARYE QRAEN
A S R mERE— R, BATEIZAHEL
BIRERERET T REMEK, —MEFmMED
MEFREE O ABESNHMSEYEXE. TIRE
A—THERRREZR—MRL.

BRATAHANRLEFTEL CHFEMTEN
REHIGHEEIMIIMUESERTPER 24
REBZRES ARSI HRFHAANEDY 2 HE
MBERFHER? HTE. AMMBEFTREEER
EHHTHRT TR TENREROBEMNEL
HE FE A mMRAEIRRE . MEFE
B, W2 -WigpFnks FREONTUEZED
MELHERE. BHETFHREE TR AMNTEHE
ZIBRR A, X IEEHREFEMNLUE S BRI R 0
FRABAT E S E — A ROR ML AR T IS AR LA 2
By IR FEHF—LEERMEHED. WA KE
FEMARY, ARSECR, ZE2EA. BERBR
SHEWRE, AXFERES At PRmASHE
BN —RRFOEE X KEETENEXS
AT, AMEEREATYEHRE —MEARAVRT
MAKER. FAEATY TR —SRLEHEKIE
KELRIRTR.

e/ TERTERL SR B - SRREK
ME-MERETMANES. ExER2FUBRN. HE
BERH-MEEMEE. AEEE—THENIRHET
—PEGRKPRALTHNE, HRERFAREM
B0, MNMESHREREDN SN IRNH S A BHRD
FYIKFRAIAEEAYE. SHRRAFHRERIRT
BRAE 028 N+ FR— AF R FERRENE
EREERA— TR, FEAFSAGRBILHT €8k
9 B REA N ERRINHF KA — PR ER
XA, MAERTEES—Hoh REEFEN—LTF
T AT NEARATER.
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2H - FESHAES - B AESFEHER0RSY
o, HER. 1860 1963 8 (IR HERIZHE - £
Ernst Gisel with Lows Pluss, Reformd church i Aigi—kaltbad
Lucerne, 1960—1963 (Phote  Fritz Maurer)

Architecture and town planning tind it hard to react
appropriately to such developments The mpression artses
that there are no longer any convincing architectural shapes
or vahd 1own—planning designs that might correspond to the
headlong standstill which such critics of civilization as Paul
Vinlho {who by the way,k 15 an architect] had prophesied
would be the result of digital culture  VWhere 1ts function as
a relativist space—time continuum 15 concerned | this new
mediabased cosmos 15, without neticing 11, becorming lost in
a world that lacks specific locations. Today . when theanzing
planners  plarning theoreticians, and artistically creative ar—
chitects striving for self—realization analyse a town fram
the perspective—imposed by the physical sciences—ot >0
chaotic<< self—organization and | without further ado . derive

frarn this such new leitrotifs as the >>-sprawl</<] —the

Akt 43
Marth side

haphazardly dispersed conurbation—, then this must rmean
that they are confused. It looks as if the media revolution
1s, In the long term_ dismissing architecture from the con—
ditio urbana If all locations are interlinked with all others
then neither a large town nor a small village will in the end
need to have forrm  The convenient and cbvious expectation
Is that every person will be concerned with other matters
either as a world citizen or a hermit

But why 1s the rmodern herrnit constantly being driven
away from the cosy cormputer screen and into the raw socal
life of the town; And what 15 the romantic reflex that
repeatedly draws cosmopolitan man inta the rural idyll,
irrespective of whether the latter has been authentically
preserved or cosmetically repared and prettified; There is
probably an unspoken agreement that suburbia 1s not a place,
hut an absence of place. not unreal enough to he enjoyed In
a virtual sense  and not suffieiently real to make strong
feelings possible. The rapidly approaching informaticn—based
society 1s still sufficiently rooted to the soil 1o cling 1o
such age—old cultural constructs as village and town and to
such complementary concepts a3s public life as against
privacy , nature as against ciwilization. This 15 because  as
distances decrease and time shrirks, the mans are no longer
the end Consequently . specific and unmistakable locations—
and thus also architecture again come into their own. This
applies both when architecture 15 exphoitly urban and when
it relates to a landscape and region.

In his Fellbach town hall Emst Gisel brought off the feat
of sreating a building which  quite self—evidently and with
due decency, firstly brings the appesrance of a town 1o a
village which has long been modernized and secondly
without undue stiffness  reconciles the remains of a rural
atmosphere with unreasonable expectations of social
rransformation. Gisel's building assisted decisively in turning
a winegrowers' village, which was already expanding in the
first few decades of this century | into a community which
now credibly demonstrates that it can and wants to be more
than merely a core of burgeoning settlement in the Stuttgart
region where Daimler Benz | Porsche and some major efec—
tronic companies have their headquarters
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BHrE - HREkAE L, —MMTHEMBERRZESEERMESINER . MhpAZ0RETE R £ X T8
BRAMRABHARI ZEER—FER MNTERRBXIETE., B USRI REsiam A 1978 S
BHARREHITHFHRFHTRTOENEAFERPNERFz—, FARREATEAN:, EEAFHTEHES
BRXH. BMNAREASHNIAEFECHNANHTRTFERE— . EFZE—AECEEN NS SNBERE¥TS
ZFREMEXT, ERIZREZEHFMEBNAENZTLFAEN. EHIERINTRNLAFES —FR
HE R EFSERENSST AL XY hE ehiENERFTa C - MEmE SRR

BWRATRENRAZAFBREHE DN} 4 TR EFEN LR YR ENMEPRNERALTIE
FEMHRTFERAEALINE, THREABATRTIEMETHEEERITAFER, AEs—SBEHzE. A
B—ESBORENEANBERISS SRR, BTRFR  SERZN. TINALEBERSR XS TRER
NIEFLA - N H=F BRI TR 209 ERRE (Neue Pinakothek) ERIE. RETFHHHNAZX R - 7%
Hr (Josef Paul Kleihues}, [F3flhEE T Internationale Bauausstellung fFE 7—, EETHAKAEE - BT (Bodo
Fleischer), 3k B TR &% ALNEX - tATE2h (Joset Lackner) 31 A B REHHET T —EFBOTEEDF L, &
HFROTHOMPHLUNECLRBENNE - BER (Hans Hollein}, T B TREEAERTEREE - D% - RiBHT (Oswald
Mathias Ungers) 35487 2 /REMATEA.

Ernst Gisel comes from Switzerland, a country which, located in central Europe and suffering from the pressire of limited
space, had to achieve the difficult link between cosmopolitan open—mindednass and rustic inflexibility, and consequentiy
whanization of rural aress. Thus it was no mere chance that Gisel was among those invited to submit entries 1o an architects’
competition for the pianned new town hall in Fellbach in 1979, This was because the leading lights of Fellbach planning knew
that their town now hed to choose between two alternatives. should it seek its future in a laboricusly feigned rural idyll, should
it persist in the just milieu of the philistine and hopelessly mutuatly indistinguishable topography of the suburbs—ar would
Fellbach succeed in creating and maintaining an individuality of its own amidst the extensive industrial region of Stuttgart?

The authorities probably suspected that iittle wauld be gained if only ambitious local matadors, and possibly slso some
whimsical formalists from the circles of Post—Modernism, which had just reached its height at that time, were permitted to
decide this architects’ open competition was annaunced nationwide for the town—hall project, while a handful of selected guests
were also asked to participate. Apart from Ernst Gisel, the following also took part when invited. Alexander von Branca from
Munich, who designed the Neue Pinakothek art gallery in his home town, Josef Paul Kleihues from Berlin, later on ane of the
directors of the Internationale Bauausstellung, Bodo Fleischer from Berlin, and Josef Lackner from Innsbruck | who had previously
designed an interesting youth centre in Feilbach. Hans Hollein of Vienna, already a star at that time, and Oswald Mathias Ungers
frorn Cologne declined the invitation fromn Fellbach.
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FREER

TR ETBBENZENATE. ZEHBE—
RN EREAE. B NXE 1933 £4 RS RMA
B MRRE T ER BN TR, BRB1973E
1974 D TEHEE "&H T Schrruden F Oaffingen
BRGNS BRIEEFLE~FH—FHBH
B EBHNESL., XMLEABNETHHEE—1E
EXeEAPG, XARNEATHRERHNIBE G
REE 800 ZFRENTAXEENTELAPURERE
RRT—TEYPOEE. FUARTIAVAXDAZ
—FhEE AGYESE, 195645 HATHY Baden—Wuttemberg
MEEBEER, REFADBEN I EE, MK
EE2FEBT —HETEEARN SRS YR
&', EREL EXEHRIFIMETH S 2612850
FENEEARHN—MARBTINRE, KOER—B
HY, fER SR - RS (Max Frisch) —BEH#pR—
HERTA, HAFINIERY ERVECEHRHH
&, BXmEFAIERD HHRERIHEN

REGRHREH Y ABRENMEAKENE
1978 B8 AR R BT T A FHE AR EsE S Y.
WP EEPCHEERRXMAEAYN 40 00 BRRAH
E P IARRERBAEMNMALSALEZE T ESM
S —TEEEN BRI AN, BREES 8
B - &/ (Friedrich Wilnelm Kiel] #7{€ X #Ei5E ARLL:S
Bt "H{EmBERE-MEEASTEEN
WE EXPMIEE RFSEXEMNEREES, 3T
BEMAss i EMNALEEREFENG. BREY
% SERPEZRITRHRSIET XG5 —MHYRIN
RS MNARNTIERIT. BRRESE - 5E - &5
MRS AT AR AN PES T HAHEFEREN
BUARMNA PR EHAN B E L.

AREHRELTHNE—ETERT —HKHAXN
"RTHERCHES . BRAE—BRFERE AN
it ME-—MBROER—FHRBAIRERRE
EAMHES EHERENEX M NMNEERES
HEBATHCHBE— L MXEMNPHEEET
FNEEMEVERSBIAARZENAT . X EEREA
NEEEEAMEETEHTHEENFS R E
{Keppelberg) 9T HERE MR HNEF BES
HEE, RENAEHE. I/ WHLtE. 2%F
EHSRAPEARNL R, © B RFIEE A I8 W
FNDMFEHBESNARERE, MENPRDE1IIIFSE
HER. ©f 4L E—BEEMEEE— £
rEREE, tEA—EBERHNEE vA—ERHEEEEND
SAENFRBN RSV ERNTERET, &
N0 L, XEHEHAEFNEBRNEETEES
Frh, MBS MEEET

MEMSZHE. BREM. #—BEERE
EnFEEE,. SREMGE. C 18004
Present—day Lutherkiwehe | Fellbach, surrounded
by a ring wall Painting by Maisch, C
TROG

AR EAKSASEE, ¢ 1978 F, (BY. HRBHMRTTER

Aeral view of the area arpund the Lutherkirche, C 1978  {Photo Archives of the
City of Felibach)
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mTRENSRAERE, TRILE (Schwabenlandhalle) INELE
. WE. (BN, BXIKE - WER) Fellbach, a sketch
The green space with town hall, Schwabenlandhalle and congress

hotel . Model. ((Phato; Manfred Storck) Considering that there was also a jury of reliable specialists, the amount of plarning work done for this

small town, which did not acquire the status of a town until 1933, some months after the Nazis seized power,
was very lavish Though Fellbach had >>>swallowed< < the neighbouring villages of Schrmiden and OCeffingen n
1973 and 1874 this did not in any sense cause a specific structure of wban settlement to arise here, This jumbled
town did not have a plausible contre, not the least reason being that the old town core of Fellbach had never
developed a proper central area in the whole course of its eight hundred years of human settlement . Some people
did thirk that this was ronetheless a charming featwe, In 1856 the then prime mimister of Baden Wuttemberg
acknowledged that | despite population growth and industrialization this community had preserved >>>a happy
mix of an wban way of life and rural character<Z<Z. But the truth was rather that this was the not very genuine
expression of a way of hfe on the psychological border—line between town and village. At shout the same time
the writer Max Frisch—wheo, like Gisel, was Swiss and | in addition, had studied architecture—  in reflecting on
his own native country, described such a way of life as =>2=neon Biedermeier<l<Z

This was exactly what the Fellbach local politicians and runicipal administrators were trying to avoid when |
in 1978 they invited public tenders for the new town hall. The new centre of administration was intended to
give this town of some 40 000 inhabitants an appearance that -in town planning terms too—was not only
unmistakable but of course suitable as well  Friednich—Wiihelm Kiel | the mayor deseribed the dominamt guidetine
as follows. >>>We deliberately intend to remain a small and manageable town, in which the value of good
neighbolrliness will be preserved and the citizens' communal Life will still be held in high regard . <Z<Z Though Ernsi
Gisel's prizewinning design soon attracted stubborn resistance from a fairly successful citizens' action group
Friedrich—Wilhelm Kiel was supported in the local parliament by a surprisingly staunch majority made up of local
politicians of all parties,

What one of the chapters of the Fellbach chronicle describes a long ==battle for the town cemtre<l<]’ was
by no means a bickering for years on end, but the result of reflections initially hesitant and then repeatsdly
revised—on how this small town could create the central area for itself that the mediaeval winegrowers had
regarded as superfluous, The historical settlement grew up haphazardly at the foot of the vine clad Kappelberg .
and did not have a market place, The village church today the Lutherkirche stood to the narth of the hamlet,
and was Fellbach's most striking architectural monument . lts choir dating from 1524 survives, while its nave
was rebuift in 1779, |t was surrounded in the 14th century by a massive ning wall and a moat As a fortified
church, 11 was—along with a historical school—house built at a later date more or less Isolated fram the village.
[t was not until the 19th century that the wall and towers of this castle like structure were razed and the moat

was filled in
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2(th century expansion in Fellbach . which pointed north

wards initially | but was then also intensified in the east—
west direction also did not result in the creation of a
convincing focal area It was only in the fifties, when rapidly
increasing population figues gave nise to the idea of a new
town—hall bullding, that new reflections on how to design
a tawn certre for Fellbach were pursued in the same
conngetion . A tamporary 2>Berliner Platze < was created by
pulling down somg houses located to the south of the church
and beside the schoolhouse which stood parallel o it, The
town hall was to be built here at some time in the future,
A cursory sketch dating from that period . of an idea far the
design shows a self—contained . three—storey . souare building
which at the same tme forms the western edge of a small
future market place. But the town s adrmiristrators preferred
other building projects . so that Berliner Platz finally acquired
the proverbial perrmarence of the termporary

The square was mainly used as a twning bay for trams

In the late sixties after a techrical report had been submit

ted on the development of town planming n Fellbach | 1t was
decided to builld a civic hall | but the 1dea of locating it in
Berliner Platz was not considered. This civie hall could of
course 1tself have been the nucleus of a town centre. But,
following the style of those times, 1t was given a >>~casual
<< location in a green glade linking the western edge of the
town with the old graveyard of the Lutherkirche Since
1984 a hotel, which 1s used for congresses and is an
aesthetic tribute to Post -Modernism | has stood next to this
> »Schwabentandhalle<C<7 | which was completed in 15876

Urfortunately | though, this hotel 15 not oriented towards the
town centre. but is an unambitious, detached building on the
western edge of town |1} in the seventies and eighties the
Fellbach town plammers had managed to ensure that the civic
hall | the hotel | the town hall and the ambitiously designed
complex >>Wohnoity Ill<I<.  which was built in the same
period as those three builldings . adjoins them to their north
and includes shops, services, and a municipal library de—
signed by the architect Ao Lederer had been closer togsther
then Fellbach s development into a proper town could have

proceeded much more decisively .
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