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ABSTRACT

This book can be divided into two parts. Through the theoretic
model and empirical analysis of historical developments of ports, the
first part, in the dynamic viewpoint, examines all the mutual inter-
relationships among ports, cities and the regions. As a core node of
the transport networks and a growth pole of the regional economy, a
port not only provides all the region nearby with convenient and
cheap transport services, but also with the help of its everlasting hub
effects drives the host city to maintain a sustain economic growth
rate. By a thorough investigation of the path-dependent mechanism
originated by its agglomeration, the author presents some creative
arguments concerning how to keep and strengthen the vitality of the
port cities.

In the second part, the author particularly puts more weights
on the analysis of the determination of more ideal objective and pat-
tern for the construction of Shanghai International Shipping Center.
Since Shanghai area is at the late stage of industrialized economy and
the concentration of regional manufactories and foreign trade busi-
ness are still in process, the construction of a deep-water containeri-
zed harbor, as the main contents of the international shipping cen-
ter, is of great importance for Shanghai, by which it can make bet-
ter efforts to turn itself into a world-class metropolis. In terms of
natural and technical conditions of the existing port, the idea of
searching a deep-water port site beyond the estuary of the Yangtze
River has now been widely accepted. However, the author reminds

all the academic circles and administrative institutions concerned of



ABSTRACT

the fact that with the reference of the new development of Rotter-
dam, the separation of the port related functions, i. e. trans-
shipment, warehousing, forwarding, advertising, consultations,
commercial transactions concerned, will be inevitable when the eco-
nomic development is further upgraded. So, in order to get a good
preparation for that, Shanghai should take a serious consideration of
the London pattern to develop its international shipping center,
which mainly provides worldwide maritime services rather than
transshipment of containers.

Hinterland-oriented ports require advanced and unblocked in-
land transport networks. To make the best use of the Yangtze Riv-
er, east coastal seaways and Shanghai — Xuzhou — Lanzhou — Xin-
jiang railways can facilitate both the rejuvenation of the northwest-
ern provinces and further development of Shanghai and the Yangtze
Delta. By a careful study of different inland accesses of some Chinese
ports, the author finally draws an interesting conclusion by saying
the “K” letter like pattern of the great national development, char-
acterized by taking Shanghai as the sole core, is more reasonable and

practical .
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