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Preface

Restoration ecology is a science of ecological restoration. It focuses on the mechanism and pro-
cesses of ecological restoration. Ecological restoration is a approach for reversing current trends of e-
cosystem and environment degradation and for increasing regional productivity, and it is a strategy for
conserving biodiversity. Restoration ecological is a technique for basic research and an acid test for e-
cology . Restoration ecology develops quickly since it was founded in 1987. In China, situation and im-
pact of ecosystem degradation and damage is very serious. A number of programs for restoration, reha-
bilitation, reclamation, enhancement and reestablishment of degraded or damaged ecosystems have
been cammed out . Guide from restoration ecology are required for these work in China. It is necessary
to know the development of restoration ecology in the world.

The book “Restoration ecology: principles and approaches of ecological restoration”, published by
China Environment Science Press, reviews origin and development of restoration ecology. It introduces
opinions on concepts about restoration ecology and suggests author’ s own ideas. It discusses theoreti-
cal basis and essential principles of restoration ecology. It illustrates the general processes and evalua-
tion of ecological degradation, the principles and approaches of ecological restoration. The authors put
forward suggestions for enhancing research about restoration ecology in China. Cases for ecological
restoration are given, some problems about regional ecological restoration are discussed. We hope this
book could make contribution to promoting development of restoration ecology in China. We welcome
discussions and responses from all researchers on restoration ecology and all restorationist .

Great thanks to Cheng Guodong, Academician, Renhai and 11 other colleagues for assistance in
support, valuable comments and providing information. We are grateful to William R. Jordan III,
Edith B. Allen, James Aronson and Richard J. Hobbs for valuable comments and kindly permission to
quote their results in advance of publication.

Zhao Xiaoying

The Scientific Information Center for Resources
and Environment of Chinese Academy of Sciences

Chen Huaishun

Cold and Arid Regions Environment and Engineering
Institute of Chinese Academy of Sciences

Sun Chengquan

The Scientific Information Center for Resources

and Environment of Chinese Academy of Sciences
28 August 2000
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