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THE FIRST DAY

Section One:The Periodic Sentence & the Loose Sentence(agmfnrgit)

A periodic sentence is one where its main idea is put at the end of the sentence while its secondary
idea is put at the beginning of the sentence. (R EEH P K FEZDHRAETRE, M £ hH
TERE )

A loose sentence is, opposite {0 a period ¢ sentence, a sentence in which its main idea is put at
the beginning of the sentence while its secondary idea is put at the end of the sentence. (¥ 1] it 4]
B FESRRAENE MR ESE AR

Characteristics of a periodic sentence:

1. A periodic sentence is more effective than a loose one because readers must catch its main meaning
untit he finishes it to the end. (3R 4T HLAATUC) RIBE £ 41, B iR H LT 28 A FER 5 7
L)

2. A periodic sentence is likely more emphatic than a loose one because the main idea is put at the end
of the sentence. (#8 B4 LA BB o (oW H F B BB MAERE )

How to turn a loose sentence into a periodic sentence;
1. A loose sentence i + F ahid) + K ift

Mark Twain is my favorite writer.

A periodic sentence ik + R aiA + 1018

My favorite writer is Mark Twain.

2. A loose sentence T iE + 15 iE (®IB) + siE /A€ X /A 1H)E 4
Heat is required to change ice to water.
A periodic sentence 4318/ AE /AR + F1E + BE(EIR)
To change ice to water, heat is required.

3. A loose sentence B R LiE it+ BB (EIE) + ELEEEAR/AER /ZH)/FH )
It’s no use trying to keep him in bed.
A periodic sentence B IF & (#1& W/ KERX) + BE(EF)
Trying to keep him in bed is no use.

A loose sentence:

It is clear that we will never behave like a superpower.
A periodic sentence:

That we will never behave like a superpower is clear.

4. A loose sentence” There be” + X i& + 711l /i 1B M ]
There have been many students trained by the foreign teachers.
A periodic sentence % + 4+ iRl /& R W EE FHEE (Bif)
The foreign teachers have trained many students. (BR#FF R E3ES.)



A loose sentence:

There are many birds that are flying to the north.
A periodic sentence;

Many birds are flying to the north.

5. A loose sentence E 4] + 1K i& M 4]
They managed to finish it in time though the task was difficult.
A periodic sentence HRi&EMA] + T H)
Though the task was difficult, they managed to finish it in time.

Practice 1

Rewrite the following sentences and change them into periodic sentences.
1. Elizabeth L. Post was wife of Mrs. Post’s grandson.

2. | found out a secret, while swimming in this river.

3. She was born into a well — to— do Baltimore family in 1878.

4. It is great joy to battle against nature.

5. There are many people waiting for a bus.

6. Mary left the Manager’ s Office, not saying good — bye to the manager.

7. You should make sure all the windows are shut when you leave.

8. It is a nuisance, this delay.

9. He did not come, since he was busy.

10. It is still uncertain whether we will take a day off or not.

Section Two:Adverbial Clauses of Time & Place (i R iE M)

1. Adverbial clauses of time (B fa]4RiE N 4))

Time clauses indicate when an action takes place. They are introduced by when, as soon as, the
moment, instantly, directly, while, as, before, after, until, till, since, every time, each time,
whenever, no sooner. .. than, hardly (scarcely)... when and other words or phrases.

WHEN

He was fond of swimming when he was yet a child. (%4---8f, ¥ G #H & £, )
| like perfect quietness when | am studying. (%4---8F, & M EEEHRER,)



3

When we arrived at the airport, the plane had taken off. (24---8t, ¥ A14f £ 58 BT, WA — it 2
At.)

We were working in the garden when it began to rain. (when F/R"ZER"EEH , L4 BT .)

AS SOON AS/INSTANTLY /DIRECTLY /THE MOMENT /WHEN

As soon as he wakes up, he will think about the complicated problem. (—---g£---,as soon as, when,
the moment, instantly, directly & b AR |, 8] —f# kot /— R AE AT, M A) - AR BLAE T )
The machine will start instantly you press the button.

Directly he uttered these words, there was a dead silerce.

The morrent my mother arrives home, she will prepare the dinner.

We will start when the team leader comes.

WHILE

While the teacher was talking, the absent — minded student was playing w th his fingers. (- [ it %
%)

While she was playing with her new toy, her mother put her rag doll into her lap. (25 BJHT{E.)

| learned a lot of French while | was in Paris. (7E---#iE . )

AS
The thief was arrested as he was leaving the bank. (IE¥4.)
Hot metal contracts, as it grows cooler. (3 A FATE &4 ,)

BEFORE
She learned English before she came to England. (fE-Z 80, %F.)
It may be many years before we meet again.

AFTER
After the work was done, we sat down to sum up experience. (#---Z 5, ET.)
| will arrive after you have left.

UNTIL/TILL

We kept on playing energet:cally, untit the match came to an end. (B F|--- A1k, 518 1E hia & 4
Z¥EshiE,)

I will wait for my girlfriend :ill she comes out of the room.

NOT. . . UNTIL

He didn’t arrive until the game had begun.

B # Not until the game had begun did he arrive. (FE---LABT, BB A" AT AP 1% )

SINCE
They have often seen each other since they met. (M---LA, B M)
It was the first time for me to win since | had iearned to play chess.

EVERY TIME/EACH TIME
Every time | close my eyes, | think about you. (% 24,4 k5 each time, whenever fJF].)
Each tire | pass the shop, | say hello to the storekeeper.

HARDLY (SCARCELY)...WHEN. .. /NO SOONER. .. THAN. ..

We had hardly gathered in the grain when it began to rain.

% # Hardly had we gathered in the grain when it began to rain. (Rl---%t--, F8 A7 aet, I a) i
PN ESORIR SRS

| had no sooner begun my walk than it began to snow.

& No sooner had | begun my walk than it began to snow.



2. Adverbial clauses of place (# s 4REMNH))

Place clauses indicate where an action takes place. They are introduced by where, wherever or
everywhere .

WHERE

Where there is a will, there is a way. (TE-HIHLJ7, Bl B3 77, where £E R i BRI A, T BI45H B 58
#.)

One should go where one is most needed by the motherland. (go & AR shisl R HF 52 i, W) H kg
Ri&)

WHEREVER/ EVERYWHERE

Wherever she goes, there are crowds of people weiting to see her. (% 4k, 4b4t.)
They were warmly welcomed everywhere they went.

Practice 2
Fill in each blank with a proper joining word and phrase.

1. 1t is already thirty years he joined the revolution.

2. Not he had talked to his teacher did he realize his wrongdoing.

3. The enemy plane was shot down it intruded into our air space.

4. It will be a long time we finish this dictionary.

5. He was able to set up his camp very close to the volcano it was erupting violently.
6. the plane had been built, it was tested thoroughly.

7. had she finished her speech when someone rose to refute her argument.

8. the bus pulled into the towr, we saw many birds on the oak tree.

9. there is injustice, we try 1o help.

10. It was usually easy to find jobs, labor power was badly needed.

Section Three:Precis writing(EH#E)

A precis is a brief restatement of the essential thought of a longer composition. (BEBHELEK
8 A 5 48 LR AR R )

1. Uses of Precis Writing

A. Precis writing is a very good exercise for improving reading comprehension. |t is also training in con-
centration of attention. (5% 5 1k 77 {2 &5 324 1, RIAS I R FiE RS )

B. Precis writing is helpful to composition writing. It trains you to express your thought clearly, concise-

ly and effectively. (35 i %t 5 /RSO # B, I R Wi s 14 B3 3 A B0 RIS B AL

Procedures

A. First, read through the passage carefully to get the gist of it. if reading it once is not enough to give
you a clear understanding of it, read it over again. (B%, fFadEiEcE, REES)

B. Second, decide which parts of the passage are essential and which parts are comparatively unimpor-
tant and can be omitted without much loss. (ELIR, B & BRER A R 2 A, B ER 23 R AR X3 2 119 °T
B )

C. Third, jot down the main points in brief notes that you consider essential or important. (HK EE
IEFRIAHMES.)

D. Finally, revise the precis writing and make it as brief as possible. (B JERRESE, HERA

BERI TR 4 o)

N



3. Writing

A. A precis writing should usually be about one — third to one — fourth as long as the original passage.
(BEEENBZRERXHN =02 832 —,)

B. The precis writing shoulc be all in your own words. It must not be a patchwork made up of phrases
and sentences quoted from the original passage. (THESVEMZF B CHIERM R, AR AR
3O R R R A R )

C. You should follow the logical order of the original passage. ldeas and facts need not be rearranged.
(L MBS BN , S B LATEER L)

D. The precis writing should be self — contained, i. e. it must convey the message of the original fully
and clearly, so that your reader need no reference to the original to understand what its rain ideas
are. (HEEGEMNBELX, LATBENMEXEXHER IHEELTESH RO TH
BHEEER.)

E. A precis contains no comments of your own. It must be objective, not subjective. (& % EARER
BROAN AL, EREZEWH, AR ERSN,)

F. You may compress the original passage in the following practical techniques. (FT LA T2 ATk LE
@E o)

(1) Omit the details and the examples. You should include only the important points in the precis writing

and leave out all the details. (MR FIF.)

(2) Simplify the descriptions. If in the original passage there are ten sentences describing a person or

an object, it will be enough to keep one or two in the precis writing. (F{bi#R )

(3) Eliminate all repetitions. Sometimes a statement is repeated for emphasis. This is not necessary in

a precis writing. (MEBREE )
(4) Compress wordy sentences and change phrases to words. (FE4ETTK R A) 1, fEH 1B F B aliA )

Example 1;

He fell into the river and he sank before help could reach him.
Cut to:

The river drowned him .

Example 2;

My father is up to his neck in work and has been engaged in a lot of business.
Cut to.

My father is busy .

Example 3.

His friend Mike was hard up for money problem and was being pressed by his creditor.
Cut to:

He had financial difficulties .

Example 4.

My student Owen can not come to class today, because a car knocked him down while he was riding a
bicycle to school.

Cut to:

My student Owen is absent today because of an accident.

(5) Use general words taking the place of specific words. (Fii¥& il 17 & LR BRiA )

Example:

My sister went to a public library and borrowed some English novels, a few copies of English Language
Learning, and Beijing Review . She intended to read all of them during the holidays.

Cut to:



My sister borrowed many books and magazines from a library to read during the holidays.

(8) Put the main points of a dialogue in indirect speech. This is advisable because indirect speech can
be made very brief while it is difficult to abridge dialogues. (FEXFiE & B E S8 R A 5118,
ARG E H BT SR AT 8,

Example;

His wife asked the Ambassador, “How did your clothes get into such a mass?” He answered,
“When | was in my office as usual this morning, the fire broke out in the basement. | went down immedi-
ately, of course, and that fool, Buddy, aimed a fire extinguisher at me. He thought | was on fire. | must
definitely get that fellow posted. ”

Cut to;

The Ambassador explained it to his wife that Buddy aimed a fire extinguisher at him and his clothes

got into a mass when on fire.

The following is two reading passages followed with a precis. Study them carefully and identify the
principles applied.

The First Passage:

Lee is a sanitation worker in a restaurant, a much honored one. He has been awarded for his “ex-
cellent work and satisfactory service” by the National Tourism Administration four times since ne took
the job seven years ago.

His job seems simple. Every morning, he is required to clean two washrooms, two bathrooms, two
locker rooms, the balcony and the corridor. But it is hard and demanding work, especially for a boy who
suffers from heart disease. “| usually have to come at 830, half an hour before the working time begins
and start to bustle in and out without a break,” says Lee. At 11, the opening time of the restaurant, ev-
erything is washed up. So is he. Then he stands in front of the washrooms to greet every guest with a
smile, help them and do the cleaning whenever it is necessary.

“It is unusual work for such a young man,” says the manager of the restaurant. “it is not only the
hard work but also the psychological pressure that he has to stand.”

“I felt very ashamed and humble when | stood in front of the washroom on my first working day,”
recalls Lee. Then only 17 years old he blushed whenever a guest came. His colleagues poked fun at him
and his friends called him a fool.

“Because of my work, they think | am inferior and can only work in the washrooms. But | am not,”
he says. And the young man, who had been eager to do everything well since he was a child, vowed to
prove it.

Four years ago, he was honored as Excellent Sanitation Worker by the National Tourism Adminis-
tration. It was the happiest day of his life. “Standing on the stage, | was excited, because it is not only
a prize, but a kind of understanding and recognition,” Lee says.

In spite of the heavy during the daytime, Lee spends every night learning from his brother’s text-
books. “Sometimes | read till 3 0’ clock in the morning and get up at € o’ clock to go to work, ” he says.
Two years ago, he passed the entrance examination for the “Worker College”, and this year. he ob-
tained a diploma in business. His thesis was selected for excellence and was honored at the commence-
ment. (380 words)

Main points:

1. Lee is a model worker.

2. His chores are cleaning.

3. He was ashamed of his work.

4. He overcome difficulties and won an award.



5. He studied in a college and graduated from it.

Precis;

Lee is a model worker doing clean — up work in a restaurant. His daily chores include cleaning the
washrooms and bathrooms. When he loos at the age of 17, he felt ashamed of it and people laughed at
him. But the young man has overcome all difficulties and excelled in his work. For this he won an
award. He also studied hard at night and sometimes stayed up late. In the end he graduated from the
“Worker College”with good results. (82 words)

The Second Passage:

Going through the Customs is a tiresome business. The strangest thing about it is that really honest
people are often made to feel guilty. Such feeling, on the other hand, never troubles the hardened pro-
fessional smuggler, even if he has five hundred gold watches hidden in his suitcase. When | returned
from abroad recently, a particularly officious young Customs Officer clearly regarded me as a smuggler.

“Have you anything to declare?”he asked, looking me in the eye.

“No, "1 answered confidently.

“Would you mind unlocking this suitcase please?”

“Not at all,”| answered.

The Officer went through the case with great care. All the things | had packed so carefully were
soon in a dreadful mess. | felt the Officer’s face light up. He had spotted a tiny bottle at the bottom of
my case and he pounced on it with delight.

“Perfume, eh?”he asked sarcastically. “You should have declared that. Perfume is not exempt
from import duty.”

“But it isn’ t perfume,” | said. “It is hair~ oil.” Then | added with a smile, “It is a strange mixture
| make myself.”

As | expected, he did not believe me.

“Try it!” | said encouragingly.

The Officer unscrewed the cap and put the bottle to his nostrils. He was greeted by an unpleasant
smell that convinced him that | was telling the truth. A few minutes later, | was able to hurry away, |
was able to hurry away with precious chalk — marks on my baggage. (246 words)

Main points;

It is tiresome to go through the Customs.

I had nothing to declare.

The Customs Officer regarded me a smuggler.

He went through the case carefully.

He found a bottle and thought it was perfume.

| told him it was hair — oil, but he didn’t believe it.
He smelt the hair — oil and let me pass.

No k=

Precis.

| find it is hard time tc go through the Customs. It is strange that honest people feel gu:lty, but real
smugglers feel innocent. Returning from abroad, | had nothing to declare and was regarded a smuggler.
Searching my suitcase carefully, the Officer found a small bottle. He thought it was perfume, but it was
hair — oil. He didn’t believe it and smelt it. The terrible smell convinced my innocence. He let me pass
through the Customs. (76 words)

Practice 3
Write a precis for each of the following two passages. Then compare your writing with the reference ver-



